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CRITICISM; 



7)e^n, Thought, and Exfrejjion, 
in Trofe and Verje. 

\ AM very fiirfrom any Conceit of my 
own Ability, to treat of fo nice a 
Subjcfl as this, in a Manner worthy 
of it; but having frequently obfctved 
what Errors have been committed by 
both Writers and Readers for want 
I of a right Judgement, I could noc 
I help collefling foiae loofe Hints I 
bad by me, and putting them into a 
little Vbm, to ftiew rather what I would do than what 
I can do j and to excite fome happier Genius, to give 
us better Lights than we have hitherto been led by, 
which is faia with great Sincerity, and without the lc»fc 
Alixture of Vanity or AfieiSatioih 
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An Ejfay on Crittctjm. 

I fhall not, in this EJJay^ enter into the philofophJcal 
Part of Criticifm which Corneille complains of, and that 
Jriftotk and his Cpnimentators have treated of Poetry» 
tzthcr ^^hilofoPhers than Voets. I fhall not attempt to 
give Re ^mi why Thoughts aicfutlime, nobk^ delicate^' 
agreeable^ and the like, out content my felf with pro- 
ducing Examjdes of every Kind of right Thinking, and 
leave it to Authors of more Capacity and Leifure, to 
treat the Matter a Fondf and. teach us to imitate our 
felves what we admire in others. 

Jrifiotk^ Horace^ Sojfu^ Soikau^ 2)acier^ and feveral 
other Criticks, have dire^ed us right in the Rules of 
£pick and Dramatick Poetry, and Rapin has done the 
fame as to Hifiory^ and other Parts of polite Learning. 
Several Attempts have been made in England to in- 
firuflt us, as well as the French have been inftruSed ^ 
but far from flriking out any new Lights, our EJfays 
are infinitely fhort of the Criticifms of our Neighbours. 
They teach us nothing which is not to be found there^ 
and give us what they take thence curtailed and imper<- 
feft. 'Tis true, they have dreft up their Rules in Vcrfe, 
and have fucceeded in it very well. There is fomething 
fo juft and beautiful in my Lord Rojkommon^s Eilay and 
Tranflation of Horace^ An ^oetica^ -as excels any Thing 
in French within the like Compafs. I have fead the 
late Duke of Suckingham^s Efl&y verj' often, hut I don't 
think it fuch a perfeA Piece as U)ryden reprefents it, in 
his long and tedious Dedication to that noble Lord be- 
fore the Mneis. There are many Things very well 
thought in it, and they do not feem to be much the 
better for the Poetry 5 which is fo profaick, that if the 
Rhimes were pared away, it would be reduced to down- 
right Profc. Indeed Horace*6 Eniftle to the ^ifo's is 
not much matt poetick 5 agd I ao not think, that the 
modem Criticks, like the Oracles of Old, give the 
greater San3ion to their Rules, for that they they are 
|>ut into Rhime. 

I dare not fay any Thing of the lafi EJ/ay on Cn- 
ticifm in Verfe, but that it any more curious Reader 
has difcovered in it fomething new, which is not in 
Shyden^s Vrefaces^ Dedications^ and his Effiny on fZ)r^ 
watick ^mry^ not to mention the French Criticks, I 
fhould be very glad to have the Benefit of die Dif* 
covery. I wat 



Jn EJJay on Critici 



I was firangely furprifed to meet with fuch a Paf- 
iage, as what follows, in the Writings of fo good an Au- 
thor as Sir Robert H(mard. preface to Duke of Lerma i 
'* In the Difference of Tragedy ^d Comedy, there 
'^ can be no Determination but by me l^afie 3 and who- 
'* ever would endeavour to like or diflike by the Rules 
'* of others, hp will be as unfuccefsfiil as if he ihould try 
^* to be perfwaded into a Power of believing, not what 
** he muft, but what others direft him to believe." 

Thus are Arifiotle^ Horace^ and all that have com- 
mented on jrhem 5 thus are Soikau^ the Lord Roficm^ 
tmriy th^c Duke of Suck^^ and all the modem Criticks, 
confounded with a Word or two, and the Rules of 
Writing rendered ufelefs and ridiculous. 

The Rules laid down by thofe great Criticks are not 
to be valuM, becaufe they are given by Arifiiotk^ Horace^ 
&c. but becaufe they are in Nature and in Truth. jCfo- 
meVy SophQckSy and E^mfides^ wrote before Arifiotk^ and 
the Obfervations'he made upon their Poems, were to 
Ihew us how they fucceeded by a happy Imitation of 
Mature, and without fuch Imitation tnere can be no 
Poetry \ but according to Sir Robert Howard^ Aflertion, 
that only which a Man likes is good ^ and if you are 
pleas'd with feeing or hearing any Thing unnatural or 
even monfiruous, 

A Woman* s Head loyi^d to a Pipes Tail^ 

it is preferable to what is jufl and true, to the Venus of 
Medicis^ or the mofl perfen Madonna in Italy. Thus a 
wrong Tafte is as good as a right one, and the Smell 
of a Pole-cat to be preferr*d to that of a Civet^ if a 
Man*s Nofe is (b irregular. After this Rate, there Qcver 
Was a Poet who could write up to the Frenchman*^ 
Ladder^-dance, or Riches Harlequin $ and whereas Sir 
Robert (ays, we may as well believe, becaufe others do» 
as judge, Decaufe Ariftotle^ Horacey &c. do, there is no 
Agreement in the Propofition, or it is not rightly flated ; , 
for we do not judge (b oecaufe Ariftotk and Horace did fo 
Judge 5 but becaufe it is in Nature and in Truth, and they * 
firft fhew'd us the Way to find it out. 

Criticifin is ib far from being well underflood by us 
JEngltlbmen^ that it is generally miflaken to be an Efieft 
«f Envy, Jealoufy, and Spleen 5 an invidious Defire to 
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An tl/ay On Crtttctjm. 

find Faults only todifcrcdit the Author^ and build a Re- 
putation on the Ruin of his. 

One has great Reafon to think fo, when the Critick 
looks only on one Side 5 when he hunts after little Slip^ 
and Negligences, and will not, or cannot fee, what is 
beautiful and praife-worthy. If an hiftorical or poetical 
Performance can no fooner acquire Applaufe, than he falls 
upon it without Mercy, negleds every Thing commenda- 
ble in it, and skims off the Filth that rifcs on the Top of 
it 5 one may be fure his Jealouly is piqu*d, and he is 
alarm*d for fear every Encreafe of Honour to another 
Ihould be a Diminution of his own Glory 5 fuch Sort of 
Criticifm is tofily learnt. A Wen or Mole in the Face is 
fooner perceiv'd than the Harmony of Features, and the 
fine Proportion of Beauty 5 or, as fDryden fays, 

Errours like Stra'ws upon the Surface flow^ 

He 'xho iJcouU fearchfor Tearkmufi dive behijo. 

This Thought is borrowed from the Lord Bacon 5 who> 
fpeaking of Notions and Inferences what may be applied 
to Families, fays, ^ime is like a River in which Metals 
and folid Subfiances fink^ while Chaff and Strarjo Pvoim on 
the Surface. Such borrowing as 7)ryden\ is highly com- 
mendable ^ he has paid back what he borrowed with In- 
tereft, and it can by no Means deferve the Scandal of 
^lagiarifm. I cannot doubt, but Mr. Jddifon in the 
fublime Thought, where he reprefents the Duke of Marl- 
borough in the Heat of the War: 

Rides in the Whirlwind^ anddireSs the Storm 5 

did nor forget thefe two Lines of Soilean to the King : 

Serene himfelf theflormy War he guid^s^ 
Jnd o'er the Sattk like a God prefides. 

I fhall all along, through this Difcourfc, take the Liberty 
to pafs from one Subje^ to another as the Hint offers^ 
without any Method, according to the Freedom of JS]^j?5. 
Mr. 2)ryden excufes this Freedom^ by the Example of 
Horace's Epiftle to the 5P//5'5, which is immethodical, and 
I muft excufe my felf by Mr. !pryden's — 

The Tafie and Appetite ©r thefe flraw Critick«, ftiay 
jufily be compared to Ravens and Crows, who neglecting 
clean Food, are always fearching after Carrion* 

Hcrace^s 



Jn Ejfay on Criticifm. 

Horaee^s'Bjale is very well worth obferving, when we are 
^bout to give Judgement on a Poem or Hiftory^ where 
^he Will is not concern 'd : 

Ubi plura nitent in Carmine non ego paucis 
Ofiendor maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum cavi^ natura. 

When in a Voem mofi arejbining Thoughts^ 
Fnt not offended ij I find Come Faults 5 
Such as are Slips of Negligence^ or where 
^he Voet may through humane Frailty erre. 

■ 

As it is much eafier to. difcern Blemifhes than Beau- 
ties, fo is it to cenfure than to commend^ as the Duke of 
Sitckingham tells us; 

Tet ivhatfoe^er is by vain Criticks thought^ 
. ^raifing is harder much than finding FaiCt : 
In homely Pieces ev^n the Dutch excel, 
Italians only can draw Scanty well. 

Such Criticks need not be in Pain, if ^ Poem or Hifto" 
ry makes its Way in the Wprld a little^ if it is not good, 
it will Ipfe Qround of it fclf fafter than it got it. If im- 
perfeft Pieces have gain'd Credit, and kept it for fome 
Time, it was not for what was bad in them, but what, if 
not really good, was at leail agreeable. 2)ryden's Tranila- 
tion of Virgil ^_2i^ generally liked for the Diftion and Ver- 
iification, though it was diflik'd on Account of Equality 
and Truth 5 and to have made a Critick upon it, as Mil- 
bourn did, without doing juftice to his Numoers and Lan- 
guage, fhew'd the Spirit of the Man was more engaged 
in it than his Judgement. All Cqticifms on DrytSn^s 
Language and Numbers are in Defiance of J?(^^re*s Rule 
above-mention 'd, becaufe there is no Body but knows 
that it was impoflible for Dryden to make an ill Verfe, 
or to want an apt and mufical Word, if he took the lead: 
Care about it. I could very eafily mark out a thoufand 
Slips and Negligences of that Kind in his Virgil ^ yet for 
all that| there are more good Verfes in that Tranilation 
than in any other, if Mr. yo/e*s Homer is i\ot to be ex- 
cepted. 

\t has been often faid by very good Judges, that Cato 
was no proper S^bjefl for a Dramatlck Poem ; That the 
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6 An Ejfay on Criticifm. 

Charaftcr of a Cvnick Philofonher, is very inconfiftcnt 
with the Hurry and Tumult of Adion andPaffion, which 
are the Soul of Tragedy. That the ingenious Author 
xnifcarried in the Plan of his Work, but lupportcd it by 
the Dignity, the Purity, the Beauty, and the Juftnefs of 
the Sentiments and the Diftion. 

This wasfo much the Opinion of Mr. Maymvarif^^v/ho 
was generally allow'd to be the beft Critick of our Time, that 
he was againft bringing the Play upon the Stage, and 
^ it lay by unfinifh'd many Years. Mr. May^vucaring high- 
ly approved of the Sentiments and the Didion, but did 
not fall in with the Defign. That it was play'd at laft 
was owing to Mr. Hughes^ who wrote the Siege of 7)a- 
Tnafius^ 2L Tragedy. He had read the Four Afts, which 
were finifhed, ana rightly thought it would be of Service 
to thePublick, to h^ve it reprefented at the latter End of 
Queen Jtm^ Rcign,when the old Englip Spirit of Liberty 
was as likely to dc loft as it had ever been fince the 
0)nquefl. He endeavour'd to bring Mr. Jlddifon into 
his Opinion, which he did fo far as to procure his Con- 
fent, that it fliould be afted if Mr. Hughes would writs 
the laft Aft, and he offer*d him the Scenary for his Af- 
fiflfancc, excufing his not fini/hing it himfelf on Account 
of fbme other Avocations. He preft Mr. Hughes to da 
it fb eameftly,that he was prevaiPd upon and fet about it. 
But a Week after, feeing Mr. jlddifon again with an In- 
.tehtion to communicate to him what he had thought of it, 
he was agreeably furpris*d at his producing fome Papers, 
where near half of the Aft was written by the Author 
himfelf, who took Fire at the Hint that it would be fer- 
viceable, and upon a fecond Refleftion went thorough 
Hvith the Fifth Aft : Not that he was diffident of Mr. 
HT/ghes*s Ability, but knowing that no Man could have 
fb perfcft a Notion of his Defign as himfelf, who had 
been fo long and fo carefully thinking of it. I was told 
this by Mr. Hughes^ and I teil it to ftiew that it was not for 
^e Love Scenes, that Mr. ^ddifon confented to have hi« 
Tragedy afted, but to fupport the old Roman and BngMf 
Publick Spirit, which was then fo near being fupprrffed 
by Faftion and Bigotry. The moft cunning of their 
Leaders were fenfible of it, and therefore very dexteroufly 
flole away the Merit of the Poem, by applauding the 
?oet| and patronizing the Aftion and Afters. It is there- 
fore 



jFpre obvious, that a fevere Critick may find a Colour for ^ 
his Severity, with Refpcft to the 7)efign of the PJay, but 
jthat will not hinder its captivating every one that fees or 
reads it. The Graces and Excellencies, both of Thought 
and £xpreiIion, do much more deferve our Admiration 
and Applaufe, than tl^e Deficiency in the Fable defer ves 
Cenfure. However, as to ^ryden^s Virgil and Cato^ ask 
thofe that admire the one or the other what it is that 
pleafes them ? And I doubt it will be found to be the 
very Places, which fhould have moft difpleafed, where 
^Dryden offended mofl againft the Character of Epick 
Poetry by imitating Ovid's Softnefs, and an eternal yet$ 
des Mcrs^ flaying upon Words ^ and where Cato fufpends 
the A£lion and Pai&on of the Spene to teach the Au- 
dience, Philofophy and Morality. 

It is common ror the moft difcreet and delicate Aur 
thors to take Care of themfeives, when they are treating 
of any of the Sciences. You will always find the Divine, 
the Lawyer, the Mathematician, the Aftrologer, the 
Chymift, the Mechanick, i^c, referving to themfeives 
jhe Merit of their particular Sciences when they are diC- 
courfing of the Arts in general. A merry Inftance of this 
in the Afirokger is mention*d by the very learned Gre- 
gory out of Jlbuma^er^ who aflerted, that all Religions 
were govern'd by the Planets 5 the Mahometan by f^nus^ 
the ^wifi by Saturn^ and the Chrifiian by the Sun : 
Nay, he adds, that one Gitido Somtus a Gymnofofhiji 
affirms in his Parallells, that Chrijl himfi^was an AfirO" 
ifogery and made ufe of Elections. The Speftator, with 
all his Modefty, has difcQver*d fbmething of this Self- 
love in that 01 the Sciences, and could not help giving 
into this Infirmity. Every one knows what a fine Talent 
he had for Writing, and parricularly how beautiful his 
Imagination was, and how polite his Language. Him- 
felf was not a Stranger to it 5 and we therefore read in 
theSpe£ktor, N^ 291 ; I might further ohferve^ that there 
is Ttot a Greek cr Latin Critick^ ivho has not Jbeixm^ evefz 
in the Sfik qf his Criticifms^ that he 'was Majler of all 
the Elegance and delicacy of his native Language. Here 
does this excellent Author forbid any one's Claim to the 
Charaftcr of a Critick, who is not like himfelf Maflcr 
of the Delicacy and Elegance of his native Tongue $ 
though I am apt tp believe, that as a Man may he a 
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^ery good Jlidg^' of Painting without being himfelf % 
Painter, fo.bef imy make very good Crjticifms in Poetry 
'and Eloqueiic^ without being a Poet or an Orator. What 
'would havertecome of our famous Critick Rymer^ whom 
'Mr. ^rydm has fb much commended, and fo much 
abufed, if/His Criticifms muft not pais, on Account of his 
not being JMafter of the Elegance and Delicacy of our 
Language, as it does not appear he was by his Tranflar 
tion of O V I d's Epiftle from ^emkfe to UlyJJis. 

* Jlere sktilk'd Ulyfles. 

:3 j/r Sii'ord how Dolon no nor Rhefus *fcafd^ 

; ^ !Sa72tefd the One^ this taken as he naffd. 

' Whatever Skippers hither come ajbore^ 

*• For thee I ask and ask them o'er and o'er. 
Terhap to her your dowdy Wife define 
Who cares no more^ fo that her Cupboard pine : 
Who revel inyour Houje without ControuX 
\And eat and wafie your Means our ^hod and Soul. 

The Santring and Napping^ the Skipper^ the Howdy 
Wife J the Cupboard^ the MeanSy and the Tilocd and Sonl^ 
agree admirably with the Royal Charafters of King 
Uiyfjes and Queen Venelope^ and the courtly Manner of 
Ovid. Radclijf's Letter, from the Skipper's Wife of New- 
cafile to her Husband at St. Catherines^ can hardly have 
more of the Burlefque in it. 

The Truth is, Mr. j^ddifon^ in the above Quotation, 
has a Fling upon the Author of the Critick uponhis Cato. 
ji few general Rules extroEled out of the French jiuthors^ 
with a certain Cant ofWords^ have fometimes Cet up an illite- 
rate heavy Writer^ for a moil judicious and formidable Cri- 
tick. I know no Inflance wnerein that Gentleman lofes his 
"I'cmper fo much as in this. There were but three Au- 
thors in our Time who were Criticks by Profeffion, Rymer^ 
tDenniSy and Gildon. Rymer is own d by himfelf to be 
a mafterly Critick : He himfelf knew Mx.MemtisdiA not 
want Learning 5 and as to Fire, he has perhaps rather 
too much of it, than too little. I can't help thinking, 
that the Ode he writ on Sry^few's Tranflation of the gd 
Book of the GeorgickSy in Tonfon\ Fourth Mifcellany, dc- 
fery'd a kinder Word than illiterate or heavy. 

Stanza 
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S T A N Z A IL , i 

Sometimes of humhk rural things y 

My Mufe^ ixhich keep great M^iroftiU infigbt^ . . 
In middle Air with varied Numbers fings 5 
And fimetimes her fonorous Flight 
'To Heaven fublimely mngs. 
Sutfirjl takes 'Time mth Majefiy to rife 
STi&^w, ivithoiit 'Fride^ divinely great 
She mounts her native Skies ^ 
And GoddeCs-like retains her. State 
When down again pe flies. 

The Paflaee, taken out of the SfeBator^ could not 
relate to Gilaon^ becaufe of the French Cant, which he 
did not affed:, nor un4er{land. It is plain therefore, it 
xnuft refer to the Critick upon Cato 5 which fhews us, 
that as confcious as the moft modefl Man may be of his 
own InfuflSciency 5 yet, when it is in Difpute, he cannot 
always preferve nis Infenfibility. Cato is a very good 2>r^- 
piatick Poem, and £0 was the Cid 5 yet the beft Critick 
fhat ever was written in French^ was that upon the Cid^ 
as La Sruyere obfervcs. 

In another of the Spe£iatorSy we meet with fomething 
which proves to us, that a Man may have as much Modefiy 
as Mr. Addifon 5 and yet be very jealous of lofing any Part 
of the Glory which is due to him. Every one knows, 
that though he was a Matter of Eloquence, he never at- 
temj>ted to {peak in Parliament, but it was with fomc 
Confufion 5 and what he faid, did not anfwer the Ex- 
pedation which had been raifed by the Charader of his 
writings. Himfelf takes notice of this, not as an Infir- 
mity, but as the EfieA of Caution and Art. SfeSator^ 
N^ 2 jy, Cicero tells us, that he never liked an Orator, 
who did not afpar in feme littk Confufion at the Begin- 
ning of his Speech 5 and confejfes^ that he himfelf never 
entered tifon an Oration without Trembling and Concern. 
It is indeed a Kind of Reference which is dm to a great 
Affemhly. I'he brave fi Man often appears timorous upon 
thefi Occafions^ as we may obferve that there is generally 
no Creature more impudent than a Coward^ I hope I fhall 
not be thought invidious, or to endeavour to leflen the 
Veneration, which all, who love polite Learning, owe to 
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the Memory of the Sj^eSlator ; yet I could not but tajco 
notice, how fenfible the moft Dilcreet are in Point of Ri- 
val(hip in Fame. What elfe can one think of the SfeSa^ 
tofs Saying in the Dedication of the Eighth Volume : 
J need not tellycu^ that the free and dtfengagedSehaviour 
of a fine Gentleman^ makes as many aukixard £eaux, as 
the Eafinefs of your Favourite Waller hath made infifid 
^oets. Though the fifie Gentkman may be applied to 
Mr, JValler^ and the auhuoard SeatM to the infipid Poets 5 
yet the Comparifon cannot hold, without doing an Injury 
to Mr. Waller's Merit. The Seaux may be aukward, by 
imitating what you call sifine Gentleman^ who is gene- 
rally difliguifb'a by fome AfFeftation 5 but no Poet can 
be infipid by imitating Mr. Waller'^s Eafinefs, if he has 
any Portion of his Wit and Gallantry. The SfeSlatofs 
Manner was not very different from Mr. Waller\ as tq 
^afinels^ and Ihavea$ often heard it wifhed, that there 
was more Fire in his own Poetry, as that there was more 
in Mr. Waller's. Two of the politeft Authors in Europe ^ 
of the laft Age, St. Evremont and La Fontaine^ had 
ilich an Efteem for Mr. WaUer^ that it is flrangc he meets 
With no better Quarter at Home. Thofe two famous 
Ir ^/i^i^ Wits us -d to call him ^inothtr Anacreon ^ and the 
Criticks have not yet complained, that ever Anacreon 
taught any Poet to be infipid. Mr. Aidifon is fo far from 
thinking that Waller had any fuch Infeflion about him, 
that he wi(hc$ he had lived to have fung in Praift of 
King William^ the fublimeft Subjeft that ever was ofiered 
to a Mufe, by how much the Deliverer of Nations froni 
Slavery is a more godlike Chara6ler, than to have fut>-^ 
jedled and enflaved them, as did Alexander and Ctefar. 

* fthe Courtly Waller next commands my Lay^ 
, Mufe^ time thy Verfe with Art to Waller's Traife. 
While tender Airs^ and lovely Dames infpire 
^ft melting I'houghts^ and frof agate fDefire 5 
. S^ long Jhall Waller'i Strains our ^affion move^ 
And SachariiTa'i beauties kindle Love. 
^hyVerfe^ har/nonious Sard, and flattering Song;^ 
Can make the yanquifo*d greats the Co^vard ftrong : 
^hy Verfe canpew ev^n Crom weir^ Innocence, 
And complement the Storms that bore him hence. 

, Ohl 
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h ! had thy Mufe not come an Jge too foon^ 
Sutfeen great Naflau on the Britifti Throne^ 
How had his Triumphs glitter" d in thy ^age^ 
And warmed thee to a more exalted Rage. 

What Scenes of ^eath^ &c. • 

So little Danger is there of learning to be infipid by 
imitating Walkr^ that he is praifed by the Editor of 
St. Evremo^id^s Works, for the Elevation of his Genius, 
Mr. Edmond Waller $ s^eft generalkment fait admirer far 
P Elevation defon Ejprit. 

1 do not in this EJfay aim at any Thing more, than, as 
I have faid before, to put feveral critical Hints, which I 
had collected, together, and not to form a regular Dif« 
courfe, but take them as they come in my way. 

If the SpeSlator^ by the Pafiage ^bove-mentioned, in- 
finuates that a Man muft be able to perform himfelf in 
$n Art, to be a good Judge of the Performances of others ; 
confequently, that I ought to be. a maflerly Hiftorian, to 
make Remarks on Mr. Echard'sHHioryj he divefls me at 
once of the Right I pretend to in the following Treatife. 
Let us therefore enquire into the Reafon of this Re** 
flediion. 

Horace^ whom no Englifo Author could underftand bet* 
ter than the SpeQator^ as appears by his admirable Tranir 
lation, teaches us otherwife, 

Munus CS? Officium^ nilfcribens tpfe^ docebo. 
Yet without writing, I may teach to write. 

{Rofc. 

fDaciefs Notes upon Hipf cerates^ as I have been in- 
formed by my worthy Friend Dr. j^Uen^ arc much 
better than any others, though made by Men of the Fa^ 
culty^ which d)acier did not profefs. Moniieur CorneiUe^ 
the greatefl Genius in France for Tragedy, wrote Exa^ 
mens of his Pieces, which, like Dryder^^ Prefaces, were 
adapted to the feveral Tragedies, and very often clafhed 
with one another, as the Subjefl required : but becaufe 
he would prevent as much as poffibleany Attack of Cri- 
ticifm, he declares in one of his Difcourfes, ^hat the 
Knowledge 'which is acquired by Study and Speculation^ is 
qf little ornoUfe withotit Experience. Thus an Author 
muft produce a Tragedy hinuelfi before he prefumes to 
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^riticife on another's. If it be the fame Thing in Hiftor3F 
too, I began at the wrong End, and fhouid have writ- 
fen three or four Folio Hiilories, before I had prefunx'd 
to make Remarks on Archdeacon Echard\ this would 
bear very hard upon me, and I n^uft beg Leave to enquire 
a little whether the Cafe be really fo or nor. 
• Monfieur tDacieris fo far from being of Cornei/k^s Opi- 
nion, that he thinks a Man who never did write a Tra- 
gedy, may criticife on another's Poem the better for that 
he never wrote himfelf. Nay ^I do «or fe«ow,fayshein his 
Preface to Jrifiotk^ wi^ether he -it-bo has written 2)rama^ 
tick ^oems, is fof roper to explain theRuks of the ^rt^ 
as hCy *who never mrote any : F(yr it "xould be a Miracle if 
the former inere notfedttced by Self hoe ^ 'whereas the lat- 
ter is difinterefied^ and the more likely to be an mpartiaL 
^udge. Again, // it was neceffary to, be a good ^oet to 
make Criticifms on Poetry y we Jhottld never have had any^ 
Critick at all-^ for I do not know one Critick upon poetry ^ 
that was himfelf a ^oet. By this one would think, that 
he did not look upon Rapin as a Critick in Poetry, for he. 
wrote a Poem on Gardening, Menage makes as little of 
him as Racier 5 yet 2)ryden fays, were all the Writings oC 
other Criticks loft, Rapih's Works alone would be fufficient 
tp teach us the whole Art of Criticifin. W-e all know u4ri- 
fio^tle and Horace wrote upon Epick Poetry and Tragedy, 
yet neither of them ever wrote a Tragedy or Epick Poem j 
and perhaps neither of them would have fucceeded if he 
had. Rymer made one poor Attempt that Way in his 
Edgar i But, as if it had been written only to prove that a 
Man may judge well of an Art, without being a Per- 
former, like an ill-built Ship, it funk in the veiy launch- 
ing, and feem'd to be written only to be damned. 

The Guardian feconds the Spedtator^ and forbids any 
one to criticife, that cannot write to Perfection. If I find 
by his own Manner ofWriting^ that he is heavy and tajle- 
kfs. I throw aftde his Criticifms with a fecret Indignation^ 
to fee a M^n withoutGenius or ^olitenefs^ diSating to the 
JVorld on Subjects which I find are above his Reach. Thus 
Mr. Rymer y the beft Critick we had till then, and all 
his Rules, are void and of no Effed; : He has cancelled 
them with a Dafh of his Pen. If a Man muft not only 
have Politenefs, but a Genius, what will become of An- 
fiottJe and LonginuSy Sojftt and 7)acier ? They were all 
* polite 
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^lite Writers, but have not difcover'cl that they had Gc- ^ 
nius. I ever had as iittle Opinion of heavy taftelefs Cri- 
ticks as the SfeSator or Guardian^ yet I ne ver could en-? 
dure an az-bitrary Judgement : for, what elfe is tafiekfs and 
heavy without Proof? But tnen, that Proof could not be 
produced without the Criticifins^ which, let them be ever 
lb poor, are often more ea£ly defpis'd than anfwer'd. 

I was always convinced bv Example, that a Critick may 
have a juft Tafte, without oeing a Poet 3 and that the In- 
dignation the Guardian fpeaks of, is never provoked, un* 
lels a weak Place is hit upon s As, in the low Phrafe^ 
jlgalkd Horfe ivinces when you touch the Sore. In three 
or four Lines, we have taftelefs^ heavy ^ dogmatical^fttifU 
Macer and Mundungus all of the poor Griticksi Had 
they been really fuch flupid Creatures, thev could not have 
given fuch Oflfence. Hard Words ihcw Anger more than 
Indignation, and we are apt toconjedure, that the Poets 
would not be fo angry with the Criticks, if they were not 
afraid of them. The Concern of the former is wonder- 
fully generous 3 they are not in Pain for what the Criticks 
fay or their Errours and Failings, but for the Heavinefs 
and Stupidity of their Criticifms. Thus in the lowefl 
Life, we (hall often hear one angry Woman cry out of 
another, / do not matter ivhatfie faid of me^ but to fee 
the Impudence of the Slut. Macer and Mundungus are 
taken from Mr. Cofigreve's Epiflle to Sir Richard Temple j 

So Macer and Mnndungmfchool the Times^ 

And isorite in rugged Verfe the fcfter Rules of Rhimes, 

If the Guardian had the Critick upon Cato in his 
Thoughts, when he. quoted thofe Verfes, which I fup- 
pofe he had, why does he mention rhiminjg Criticifms ? 
That Author wrote his Rules and Remarks always in 
Profe, fo did Rvmer 3 what then do they all mean by 
rugged Verfe ? llie Lord Rofcommon*s Poetry is Harmony 
it felf. The laft Etfay upon Criticifm in verfe was not 
then written. There remains only the late Duke of 
Stkkingham^s Poetical Effay, of Note enough to be re- 
jnembered by Mr. Congreve : That could not be named, 
without ofiending^c^o^ Breeding^ a Term very often made 
ufe of by two elegant Authors 5 vi^ho, I much queftion, 
had never the Ecuication of a Dancing-Mafter. How- 
ever, Poetry and Cfiticifm are perfefl: Levellers, and no 
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^ Man can plead Privilege in the Court of ^amajjus } what 
then is the Meaning of the next Lines after Mundungtis ? 

Well do they flay the careful CriticVs Tart^ 
JnftmSwg doubfy by their matchkfs Art : 
Rules for good Verfe they fir Jt with ^ains indite, 
7'henpe'W us what are bad by what they writei 

The Guardian and SfeEiator would not do the Poet$ 
the Honour to name them ^ but we know who are the 
Criticks which are thrown afide by them 5 for no Body 

but Mr. 2) and Mr. G made Remarks upon 

their Writings, and both of them did. I do not fay with 
that Politenefs and Elegance, which the SfeEiator and 
Guardian have laid down, as the fole CharaAeriflicks of 
good Tafte and Judgement ; though one may almofl as 
well fay, that a Man cannot have good Senfe and Wit, 
without good Cloaths and a genteel Air. I mufl needs 
own, that I think moft of their Criticifms very juflv 
though had they been flill jufter than they are, I would 
fiot have been the Author of them, without taking No- 
tice of Beauties, as well as finding of Faults^ there being 
much more Room for the former than the latter. 

It is very plain, the SfeEiator highly fiomached the Re- 
marks which were made on his Writings, and is not very 
candid in his Reafoning, to render his Opponents con- 
temptible, which was the fureft Way of difarming them* 
^hefe Criticks fall ufon a ^lay^ not becaufe it is tllwrit^ 
ten^ but becaufe it takes: This is not the whole Truth. 
It is not becaufe it takes^ but becaufe it takes for thofe 
very Things which fliould have damned it, ^Duyfey*^ 
Soarding-Sdhooly and his Marriage-Hater tnatcVd^ took 
with a Vengeance, though the two greateft Pieces of Wit 
in them, were Mifs^s Sread and Sutter^ and Mynheefs 
Muff. Settle's Tragedies took for the Noife, the Shovi^, 
and the Rhime. No Play, that was not fupported by 
poetical or political Party, which mofi; taking Plays have 
been, ever took more tnan Settlers Heir of Morocco^ ia 
which there is not one ^ood Thought or Expreffioiu 
Again, feveral qf thefe Criticks have laid it down as cl 
Maxim^ that whatever 2)ramatick Toem has a hngRtm^ 
muft of Necejpty be good for notbif^i which is a Mifre^ 
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prcfcntation. The Orfhan^ Venice ^referv'd^ Tamer* 
lane^ i^c had long Runs, and run ftill 5 yet no Cridck 
has dared to fay they did not deferve it : fiut whoever 
will owe his Reputation to taking only, muft be contented 
to roll with S^ttk, 2)urfey, and many other Poets, that took 
in their Turn. Could any thing be more monflrous, than 
to determine the Merit of Nixon's Vropbecy^ and the 
SfeSatorj by the Run of the Papers. The former, a 
Ma^ot given to the Rabble^ bore more Editions in Ten 
WeeKs, than the latter has done in Ten Years. 

I would not be underflood in this, or any thing elfe, to 
eindeavour to lefien the Opinion the People have generally 
and juftly of the SpeSatofs Perfedions : I verily believe, 
there is no Production of the Mind, antient or modem, 
where are to be found more Wit, Politenefi, fine Raille-- 
ry, good Scnfe, Learning, and Eloquence 5 but what I 
have faid, is f o /hew, that great Wits as well as little have 
their Paffions, their Piques and Prejudices, when thelcaft 
Blemi/h is difcovered in their Glory. In the fame SfeSa- 
tor^ we have another Hint, that no Body ought to criticifc 
on that Author's Writings, unlefs he could write as ele- 
gantly as himfelf, which efFeftually cuts off all Criticifm 
Theic frrfeJJidCriticks cannot put ten Words together ixith 
Megance, or common propriety. What an arbitrary Way 
of arguing is this? Thefe Criticks are Smatterers j They 
vilify only the ^ProduSions that gain Applause 5 the Sle* 
mfties they defcry are imaginary 5 their Arguments are far 
fetched : Their Works are like thofe of the Sopkifis, they 
are thought deep, becaufe unintelligible 5 they inJlruB the 
people in Abfurdities. Would the Spectator allow this 
pofitive Air in any other Writer ? How does it appear that 
one Word of all this is true ? Ipfe dixit. That muft fatisfy, 
though he is in this Cafe too much a Party, to be a Judges 
The^ Criticks are led themfelves into Abfurdities, by not 
confidering. That there is fometimes a greater Judgement 
fienjon in deviating from the Rules cf Art, than adhering 
to them. The Word fometimes here would make every 
right Argument wrong, and every Truth Falfehood, be- 
caufe fometimes there may be an Exception to a genera)^ 
Rule. Why, does he not tell us, wherein himfelf, or any 
one elfe (hewed his Judgement in deviating from the Rules 
of Art ? The Critical Smatterers do not charge him in 
thofe Places where Judgement was fhe wa in fuch deviating, 

but 
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but where the Want of JudgemcDt appeared in it. I fhall 
have occafion to touch this Subjcft a little elfcwhere 5 
though I hope .what I have faid here, is enough to prove 
thzx yi^Qiticifms ^re not the Pioduftions of Ignorance 
aud Envy, as the SpeElator intimates 5 but that they are, 
on the contrary, ufeful and neceflary to be a Check on the 
^eateft Genius's, who want the Rein much more than 
the Spur $ and what, in a few Tears, would become of 
all good Writing, if thofe great Genius's could impofe 
their very Blcmiflies on the World for the moft ftiining 
Beauties? 

The Speftator gives us another Mark, by which we 
may difcover a Critick, who has neitherTafte nor Learn- 
ing, and that is, He feldom ventures to praife any ^af- 
fage in an Author^ which has not been before received and 
^f lauded by the "Publick. If this Remark had been in- 
fallible and univerfal, it mufthave deprived the Spefta- 
tor himfelf of the two grcateft Beauties in all his Quo- 
tations out of Milton which are in every one's Mouth. 
The One in the fublimc Kind in the Speech to the 
Sun. 

Oh thoUi that mth fnrfajjing Glory crown' d^ 
Look'Jlfrom thyfok dominion like the God 
Of this new World. — 

The Other in the tender Kind. JldamtoEvei 

Her Handfoft touching whifpefd thuSy Awake 
My Fairefi^ my efpous^d^ my bejl belov'd^ 
Heavens lajfy befi Gift^ my ever new fDelight^ 
Awake. 

which had before been a thoufand Times repeated as 
the Perfeftion of JSngM Poetiy, in their feveral Kinds. 
And the Author, who mall have occafion to quote them 
as fuch after the S/eSator^ will not difcover his Want of 
Tafle or Learning by it. Very juft is his Obfervation, 
A true Critick ought to dwell rather upon Excellencies than 
ImferfeSionSy fSc But as this has Relation chiefly to 
thofe Compofitions which require (^enius, Judgement and 
Eloquence^ and confequently^ cannot relate to Mn Echard*B 
Hiflory of England^ we ftiall now fay no more of it. 

That I may not be guilty of the Fault I blame in others^ 
the negle^ing of Beauties, and falling unmercifully upon 
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the Blexnifhes of Authors. I muft fincerely acknowledge, 
that it was not for Want of Will, that I did not niention 
what is beautiful in our Hiftorian, but for Want of Op- 
portunity. What Part of his Performance fhould I have 
applauded ! Is it the fDefign ! The Author docs not him- 
felt pretend, that it is regular, if by Defign in Hiftory\ 
we are to underftand the ^lan as in Poetry : He will 
not deny, but that his Method is too much diverfified, 
and too confufed j fometimes it is GeneralHifiorjj fome- 
times Annals^ fometimes a 2)iary^ fometimes Siogra- 
fhy ^ all which he feems to think he has fufficiently pro- 
Tided againft, by dividing the whole Work into SeSions^ 
and putting Pales between his Paragraphs. This Confu- 
fion will be eaiily pardoned by his Readers, there being 
hardly one in a Thoufand that knows the Difference be- 
tween Sivgra^hy and Hiftory^ or between an j4nnalift and 
an Hificrian j or who docs not take SuctCs Richard III, or • 
Cambden^s Queen Elizabeth^ to be as much of the hifto- 
rical Kind, as Samuel tDaniel^s Hiftoiy of England^ 
which is the only Englifi Hiflory that has the leaft Ap- 
pearance of Uniformity and Regularity of Defign. 

tie Sutor ultra Cre^idam^ is in nothing a more necef- 
fary Maxim, than in the Produdions of the Mind. It is 
not becaufe a Man can write a Sonnet, an Elegy, nay, an 
Ode, or a Dramatick Poem, that therefore he can fuc- 
ceed in Epick 5 though we in England are apt to con* 
found all Sorts of Poetry and Poets, and to think that 
there is but one and the fame Genius neceflary for all of 
them. Thus it is, that you often hear the Queftion in 
Company, which is the beft Poet, Virgil or Horace^ Mil- 
ton or Waller^ ^yden or Wycherky^ Congreve or Roijo, 
It is the fame Thing in Hiflory : If a Man is able to 
abridge a Didionary, to colle£l and compile Memoirs ; 
in a Word, if he can put a Tale together, he is imme- 
diately an Hiflorian, though Story-telling and Hifloryare 
as different as a Madrigal and a Pindarick Ode. 

Hiflory is defigned to inftruft Mankind by Example, 
to fhew what Men were by what they did, and from par- 
ticular Indances to form general Leflibns in all the vari- 
ous Stations of Life 5 and our Hiftorian has fo far a jufl 
Conception of its Dignity and IJfe, that he fpeaks of his 
own Perjfbrmance as if he had formed a regular noble De- 
fign, with a regular and noble VieWi and executed it with 
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equal Beauty and Perfefiion, Very great Talents arc re-* 
lg[uifitc to fucceed in it, efpccially that of Judgement, to 
relate only what is worth rela^ting, and to make proper 
Refleftions upon Events for thelnllruftion of the Reader. 
Nothing is more necejfaryfor an Hifiorian^ fays Tere Ra- 
finy than judgement : Nothing requires fo mmh Senfe^ 
fo much Reafon^fo much Wit^ fo much fVifdom^ and other 
, good ^alttieSy as Uifiory^ to fucceed in writing it -y and 
above ali^ Un Heureux Naturcl, a haffy Genius^ which 
endowed with ail thefe Salifications^ will not do with* 
out^ Un Grand Q)mmcrce du Monde, a great Know- 
ledge tff the World. ^ ¥ere Souhours, whom Mr. Jddifott 
thought the mdl judicious and penetrating of all the 
French Criticks, has an admirable Remark on the Re- 
flexions of Hiftorians, in his Maniere de bien fenfer. 
The Hifiorian ought to Jhine mojl in his Reflexions i No^ 
thing is fo irregtUar as to refleS falfely on Events that are 
true. He mentions a pleafant Inftance of a French 
Priefl, who faid in a Sermon, 7'he Heart of Man being 
\>f a triangular Figure^ and the World of a round one ^ 
it tsplain^ that all worldly Greatnefs cannot fill the Heart 
rf Man. We have been told a thouland Times, that 
the Tresbyterians had a Quarrel with King Charles the 
Firfl, and that thofe who had a Quarrel with him, took 
him and cut off his Head. The Fad is true as to the 
Quarrel, but nothing can be more falfe, than that the 
Presbyterians beheaded him. The Faft is true, that the 
Aft of Toleration put a Stop to the Periecuting of Dif- 
fcnters 5 but the Refleftion from it. That the Church 
was in ^anger^ is falfe. If I would rifle the Grand Re^ 
belliony and Mr. Echard^s Hiftory, I mi^t have the Ho- 
nour of being Author of a Folio too, by taking from 
them Examples of this Kind ^ and I cannot but think, 
if the Archaeacon had duely weighed the Difficulties in- 
ieparable from his Undertaking, the indiipenfable Duty 
of Sincerity and Truth, and the great Talents neceflary ibr 
ah Hiftorian, he would have transferred the Work to ano- 
ther, not a Dealer in Records only, from whom one can 
expefl nothing but the naked Fa^ without Form or 
Order, without Ornament, or even cloathing 5 very pro- 
per for Evidence in Tryals at Law, but too rude and un- 
rslifhed for the Beauty and Elegance of Hiftoty : Yet 
am fatisfied, there is not one Man in a Thoufand in 
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England^ but thinks there are no Writers €o fit to make 
Hiliorians as your Record Keepers and Library ^Keep- 
ers, who are juit as neceflary in fuch Work as Mafons 
' and Carpenters are in Architedure, and no more in Com- 
panion with the Architeft, than the jixe or the Chif- 
Jel are in Companion with them. j4n excellent Hijio- 
riatiy fays Monf. Velliffon^ Pref. to Sar. ought to have a 
general Knowledge of the World and of Jfffairs^ and a 
jitbtk and fenetratifjg Wit^ to diftinguijh the trtie Cattfes 
ef humane jIBionSy from the Pretexts and Colours which 
are given them. Thus our Hiflorian fhould have diftin- 

fjuifti'd Archbi/hop Zand's natural Pride and Severity, 
romr that Piety and Zeal which are the pretexts and 
Colours that are given them. He fhould alfo have dif- 
tinguifh'd the Pique and Partiality in the Grand Rebel- 
rlion from Truth and Sincerity, which are the Pretexts and 
Colours. Again ^ 

TacituSy faid he, wrote Sine Jttidio Vartittm gjj Ira 5 
if the fame may be faid of the twoHiftorians in Queftion, 
I have done them much Wrong. The late Eari of 
Shaftsburyy in his Letter of E^thujiafiny has this Ex- 
preflSon : iVe have few modern Writers^ whOy like Xeno- 
phon or Cicero, can write their own Commentaries^ and 
the raw Memoir Writings^ and uninformed pieces of mo- 
dem Statefmen full of their own interefled and private 
Views ^ willy in another JgOy be of little Service to fi^f- 
fort their Memory or Name^ fince already the World be- 
gins to ficken with them. 

It is fomewhat ftrange, that Mr. Echard fhould not be 
fo well acquainted with the Weaknefs of the vulgar Hu- 
mour in Engiandy as a Foreigner ^ who was fb fenfible of 
the'Peoples Fondnefs to hear Stories, that he excufes thofe 
of a better Tafle amongft them^ who cannot relifh fuch as 
relate to Ghofls, Ddvils, Prophecies, and the like, with 
which the Archdeacon's Hiflory abounds. The Author 
of the Vms Journal des S^avanSy fpeaking of Englijh 
Hiflory Writers, and their bringing in Prophecies and 
firange Stories, fays, Granting it to he truCy it is not fo 
nrnch to be attributed fo their Want of Skilly as to their 
Compliance with the Humour of the people y that atteftdtoo 
much to VrophecieSy and are too much affeBed with Tales 5 
which Humour our Hiftorian has rather indulged than 
di&ouQtenanced, and it muft.furely be for Want of Judge- 
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ment, after the indulging them in it, had been fo much 
exploded. The French JHiftorian Maimbourg participates 
of the fame Chara^er^and his Zeal for theChurch, could 
not procure him a better one abroad, than what was given 
him in Italy *^ that he was among Hiftorians, what M(h 
mm is among the Gods, o?2ly to tell Tales 5 with which 
the Vulgar are as well contented, as with Relations that 
are truly hiftorical. But we /hould be as cautious of read- 
ing fuch Hiftories, zs Menage tells us he was of reading 
Morreri's^ for Fear we /hould remember them. Ccllier 
knew better than Menage^ and therefore tranflated Mor- 
reri^s three Polio's into Englijb^ as a rich Store for the 
Memories of his Countrymen. 

Having fo little Reafbn to commend the Hiftorian 
for his 2)ejign^ I fhould make him amends in the Sen- 
timents, if there was the leaft Room for it. It is true, 
in Hiiloiy, if the Fafts are fairly related, the Se;itiment« 
muft be Drought along with them, and the Author is not 
accountable for them as in Poetry : But if the Sentiments 
do not correfpond with the Fafts 5 if Meeknefs and Ho- 
lincfs are feated to give Judgement in the Wgh Commif- 
Jion and Star Chamber Courts 5 if Piety is mounted on 
Horfeback with the Lord High Treafurer's Staff in her 
Hand^ if the moft noble Characters are afcribed to Per- 
fons engaged in the mofl unjuftifiable AClions, we may 
depend upon it, thefe Perfons, either did not think, or did 
not ad: as they are reprefented, and confequently that the 
Hiftory is falfe and vicious : The Hiftorians Reflexions 
upon Events are entirely his own, and we fhall fee in the 
following Pages, how wife and how weighty they are : 
But as they bear all on one Side, like an ill ballafted 
Ship, it is much, if in the Courfe of a few Years, it does 
not ovetfet the Hiftory, 

There is no greater Vice in Hiftorians, than poor and 
common Reflections. The Poverty of the Archdeacon's 
appears in t\it JfterWit^ which makes a good Part of 
them 3 and the Vulgarifms^ which will be further explained 
as Occafions offers. 

Indeed we do not enough acquaint ourfelves in England^ 
with what Father Souhours calls the Manner of Right 
Thinking^ in his Treatife before mentioned $ which Fon- 
teneUe recommends as one of the moft agreeable and ufe- 
ful Books in the French Tongue ; We have nothing like it 
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in EngUJhy or in any other Language antient or modem. 

Wit and Humour, Wit and good Senfe, Wit and Wifdom, 

Wit and Reafon, Wit and Craft 5 nay. Wit and Philofo- 

phy, are with us almoft .the fame Things. How often 

have I heard it faid, there is a great Deal of Wit in H(h 

tner^ di great Deal of Humour in Firgi/, We take all 

Thoughts in the Grofs ^ the Sublime, the Grand, the 

Noble, the Pretty, the Agreeable, the Fine, the Delicate, 

are all alike witty with us 3 and the Vulgar are ignorant 

of all other Diflinftion, but that of a ^eji and a Suli. 

Sir Samuel Garth ^ who was extreamiy fond of Father 

Smhours^s Treatife, did often wi(h that it was tranflated, 

and the Examples the French Critick takes from Greek^ 

Latin^ Italian^ Spaniflj and French Authors, not to be 

turned into EngUp^ but Englifi Examples to be put in« 

fiead of them. I am fatisfied nothing would be of more 

Advantage towards the Refinement of our Manner, both 

of Thinking and Writing. ^1 know the Undertaking 

would be very difficult, and the greateft Part of the Dir- 

ficulty be to preferve the Spirit and Turn of Thought 

in the £>?^fi^ Examples, to make it anfwer Father J90»- 

hours's Remarks. Who is there, that docs not take a 

fublime Thought, a noble Thought, a grand Thought. 

to be fynonymous Terms, though they differ from one 

another, almoft as much 4s from the Agreeable and the 

Delicate. I am my fclf afraid to attempt any Thing 

like Examples of Kinds, and probably my Conceptions 

of them may be wrong 5 what they are I /hall offer them 

to the Reader, with the Caution and Submiffion which 

becomes me in a Matter fo intricate and nice. 

The firft Example of the Sttblime is fo well known, 
that if there was any other fo good in any other Author, 
I fhould not have made ufe of it. It is in the. 7th 
Chapter of Longimis, We will not borrow it from Sc?/- 
kau^ becaufe we are forbidden by the SpeBator to make 
Ufe of a Quotation which has been made Ufe of before. 
Dr. Gregory^ in the Preface to his Works, printed about 
fixty Years ago, at what Time Soikau had not thought 
of tranflating Longinns^ writes thus : Dionyfius Longi- 
nus, one that knew whaf belonged to Exfreffion 5 having 
firft of all caft a Scorn upon his Homer. The Tranflator 
does not dwell much upon this, fays TmU^cUiff^wfi»»tiTnu 
tiat the Zaw-givers of the y^wj, vt% • rvx^ »wif , no or- 
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binary Man, was in the Right when he brwght in his 
Goa, laying, rmfrda, (pS^,,^ iy,^,c. 

Let there be Lights 
Ani there was Light. 

But leaft it may be faid, the Speftator has entered a 
Caveat againft my ufing any Quotation, which he or any 
one eJfe had ufed, I Jhall add another Inftance of the 
Sublime taken out of the fame divine Book the Bible, 
that has not been blown upon : 

He fpake^ 
And it was: 
He commanded. 
And it fiood firm. 

The whole Tfakn xxxiiid is full of the Sublime : 

Sy the Word of the Lord were the Mountains made, 
* And all the Hofi of them by the 'Breath of his Mouth. 

What in all profane Learning comes up to the Sublime 
in the xxxviiith Chapter of jS^, where the Almighty is 
introduced fpeaking to him out of the Whirlwind : 

Gird up thy Loins like a Man, for I will demand of thee. 

Where wafl thou when I laid the Foundations of the Earth ? 

^Declare, If thou haft Underfianding. 

Who laid the Meafures thereof^. 

Who hath ftretched the Line upon it ? 

Whereupon are the Foundations thereof faftened ? or, 

Who laid the Corner Stone ? 

When the Morning Stars fang, and the Sons of Godjhonted 
Happily imitat^ by Miltcn. ifir Joy I 

Up Joe rode. 

Follow'' d with Acclamations, and the Sound 
Symphonious of ten thoufand Harps, that tuned 
Angelick Harmonies, the Earth, the Air 
Refounding. Thou rememberefi 5 for thou heardeft 
7'he Heavens, and all the Conftellations ring: 
The planets in their Stations liftefung ft ood^ 
While the bright ^omp afcended jubilant. 
Open ye everlafting Gates r They fung. 
Open ye Heavens, your living Tioors 5 Let in 
The geat Creator from his Work returned 
Magnificent^ his Six SDays Work, a World. 

Gf 



Of the fublime Kin4 is the Ode in the SpcSator, N^ 
4*^5 5 being a Paraphrafe on that of the ^pUmifi. Tbe 
Heavens declare : 

fthe Jfacious Brmamem m. higb^ 
With all the blue Ethereal Sky 5 
jittd J^angled Heavens^ ajbining Frame^ 
^heir great Original proclaim. 

Some very icnipulotiB. Per£)n6 may be apt to objeS 
againft the third Liine as an^ Anteclimaxi the [fangkd 
Heavens having much more Lnftre than fiinii^ Frame. 
The following Stanza is extreamly fublime : 

What th(f in Solemn Siknce all 
Move round the dark terrejlrial Sail ^ 
What tho\ nor real Voice^ nor Sound 
Amid their radiant Orbs be founds 
In Reafon's Ear they all rejoice^ 
And utter forth a glorious Voice 5 
For ever Jinging as theyfiine^ 
^he Hand that made m is divine. 

I cannot omit here fome Lines of Mr. Waller's upon 
the Holy Scriptures, where there is more of the Sublime 
than in all other Books whatfoever. 

HThe Graecian Mufi has all their gods furvtv^dy 
Nor Jove at us, nor Phaebus is arrived ^ 
Frail 7)eitieSy tjohichfirfi the Toets made^ 
And then invoVd to gtve their Fancies Aid. 
Tet^ if tbeyftiU diverP us with their Rage^ 
What may ie hofdfor in a better Age^ 
When not from Helicon'i imagined Springy 
Sutjacred Writ w^ borrow what we ling ? 
7'his with the Fabrick of the World begun 
Elder than Lights and Jball out-laft the Sun. 

There are not ten finer Verfes together in Mr. Waller's 
Poems, yet he wrote them when he was above fburfcoro 
Tears old. 

Are not thefetwo Verfes of a Manufcript Poem in 
die fublime Kind 7 the young Author, a Lad at Ekton^ 
School, wrote it 00 the Birth o£ his Royal Highne& thei 
Duke of Cumberland : 
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Gods how hejjffritigs like Whirhmnds charge dwitb FirCy 
He lays War itajle^ and makes the World retire. 

And thefe Vcrfes out of Tamerlane: 

7lbe dreadful Stf/inefs of the War is over^ 
Jnd Slaughter^ that from yefter Morn till Even ^ 
With Gyant Steps faji ftriding o'er the Field 
Sefm^ar*d^ and horrid with the Shod of Nations^ 
Now weary Jits among the mangled Ikaps^ 
Andjlumbers o^er her Trey^ 

I cou'd eafily fill many Volumes of Quotations out of 
the Anticnts and Moderns, in all the Kinds of Think- 
ing J but as I am doubtful of the Succefs of my Attempt, 
fo the Fewer I infert, the Lcfs I fhall offend. 

The French perhaps have been a little too fcnipulous 
and exa6l in dividing the Noble and the Grand m the 
Manner of Thinkix^. However, as to the Noble, let us 
fee whether this Pa&ge borrowed of Scripture by MUfOfty 
will not fetve for an Inflance : 

jjll Night he- willfurfiie^ but his Approach^ 
iDa/rknefs defends between till Morning Watch^ 
Then thro^ the fiery Millar and the Ckntd^ 
God looking forth will trouble all his Boftj 
• ATtd craze their Chariot Wheels 5 when^ by Comfuand^ 
Mofes once morey his potent Rod ereSs 
Over the Sea: The Sea his Rod obeys 
On their embattled Ranks^ the Waves return^ 
And overwhelm their War. 

There would be no End of it, if one fhould go about 
to enumerate fuch Inftances as thefe out of Milton. His 
Poem of ^aradife loft is fo full of them, that almoft out 
of one Book one might colled as many fuch noble Paf- 
iages, as out of all the Mneis ; and I would add the 
lUias too, if I underftood Greek half fo well' as the 
Tranflator. 

Among the many Sketches of the glorious Chmder 
of YiingJVilliam in that of Tamerlane^ Mr. Roh has 
this, which I take to be a very noble Image : 

No Luft of Ruky the common Vice qf Kings 5 
No furious Zeal imjpird by hot-brain' d Triefis : 
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JU hid beneath Religions n^ecious Name^ 
E'er drew his temfrate tour age to the FieU^ 
Sut to redrejl an tnjur^d peoples Wrongs^ 
To J2w;e the iveak One from the ftrong OffreJJiur^ 
Is all his Efid of fFar^ and when he draws 
The Sv:ord to ftinijh^ like relenting Heav^n^ , 
Hefeems unwilling to deface Mankind. 

The Oppofition in the following Paflage, carries ^th 
it its own Application : 

— ^5 eft regardkfs 

Of flighted Faith ^ with mofi unkingly Safenejs 

Without a IVar proclaim^ d^ or Caufe pretended^ 

He has fane Advantage of their abfentJlrms 

To wajie with Sword and Fire their fruitful Fields^ 

Zikefome accurfed Fiend^ who 'fcafdfromHell^ 

Vcifons the balmy Air thro^ which heflies^ 

He blafis the bearded Corn^ and loaded Branches^ 

The laboring fftnd's befi Hofes^ and marks his W^ wtb 

Is there not fomething noble in what Mr.fTaller fays 
to the Duke of Monmouth^ at his Return from fuppref- 
£ng a Rebellion in &otland : 

Sm feeing Envy like the Sun does beat^ 
WttKi fcorching Rays^ on all thafs high andgreat^ 
This^ til requited Monmoxxth^ is the Sough 
The MufesCend tojhade thy conquering Srow^ 
Zamfoofis likeSqutbs may make afrefent Slaze^ 
Sut Time and Thunder j>ay ReJpe£I to Says. 

I hope I may make Ufe of Part of Mr. Addifon's 
Tranflation of tte Tiijlum ^ Tenacem of Horace. The 
Tranflator having done me the Honour to render it ia 
Englifi at my Requeft : 

The Man refoWd and Ready to hisTruft^ 
Inflexible to III^ and obflinately jufi 5 
May the rude Rabble* s Infolence defpife 
Their fenfekfs Clamours^ and tumultuous Cries. 

The Tyrant's Fiercenefs he beguiles^ 
And theftern Srow^ ana the harjh Voice defies^ 

And with fup^riour Greatnefs fmiks^ 

Again, 



Again, 

SJbould the ivhok Btame of Nature rmnd him break 

In Ruin and Confijfhn hurVd^ 
Jte unconcerned tjomlahear the mighty Cracky 

Jnd fiand ficure amidfi a falling ffcn^ld. 

Si firaflus illahatur Orbis, 
Impavidum ferient Rulnas. 

Is not this noble Thought the Original of that which 
ends the noted &loloquy of Cato : 

^he Soul fecure in his Refinance fmiles 

At the dra^n ^ agger y and defies its Voint : 

The Stars Jball fade away^ theSunhimfetf 

Gronjo dim mth Age, and Nature fink in Tears I 

Sut thoupalt flouri^ in immortal Touth^ 

Unhurt amidfi the war cf Elements^ 

The Wrecks of Matter ^ and the Crufi of Worlds^ 

The two Verfcs quoted out of Horace : 

Si fraOmy (Sc 

arc not fo well imitated by the Gentleman that turned 
Cato's Silohquy into Zatin^ a$ to defy a Gomparifon: 

Orbefque frazils ingerentur orbibus 
lUsefa tu fedebis extra fragmina 

But not to be always running back to the Antients, let 
ns hav^ Recourfe to the Moderns, particularly ^tt/7^r, 
and we IfhaU find fojiiething in this Kind of Thinking. 
2onf Calli'f. p. 7^» 

As far as thou may*fi Nature^s Depths explore 
StiU inexhaufiible^ thoufindfi the Storey 
Thee let the Order fre obferves fi^ce^ 
What Laws controulour Earthy and ivhat the Skies. 
Mark how a thoufand ftarry Orbs on high 
Armnd the Voiitjoith equal Motimfly 5 
Mark how the huge Machine one Order keeps^ 
And bow the Sun th^ Etheriai Champion fweepSi 
Soth Earth and Air with genial Heat he warms^ 
Gives ev'ry Grace ^ and every Seauty forms 5 
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JVhether around the lazy Globe be roUs^ 
Or Earth is ijohirVd abom him on her Voles $ 
Go/fis the Mover y God the living Soul^ 
That ntade^ that a£is^ that animates the Whole. 
Hence mtb thy Jtoms^ Bficurus ^ hence : 
tVas all this 'wond*rous Frame the Sport of Chance! 
Of Solids^ theVy ^tis true, the Matter make^ 
Can Matter from itfejf its Figure take! 
Can the bright Order in the World luefiey 
The blind Effeii of im^uon Fortune be ! 
fDiJ jumbling Atoms form the various Kind 
Of S^ingSy or did one Almighty Mind^, 
Guefs 'What you mil, youmufi at lafi refirp 
To a firft Caufi, and not to Chancers Sfort. 
Thi& Caufe is God 

I muft not omit this Noble Thought of Mi/ton^$ : 

Then cronvn^d, again their golden Harps, they took 
Harps ever tun*d, that glittering by their Side 
Like fivers hung^ and mth Preamble fweet 
Of charming Symphony, they introduce 
uhefacred Song, and ijoaken Raptures high: 
No 072e exempt, no Voiee but "joell cou'djoyn 
Melodious Vart, fuch Concord is in Heaven. 

Having mentioned fo many noble Thoughts in Verfe, 
I fhalJ conclude this Article, with a very plain but very 
noble one in Profc, the Saying of Leonidas to Xerxes : 
IS you had not been too powerful and too happy, you might 
have been an honefi Man, 

Tho' it is a very hard Matter to diftinguifh the Grand 
from the Noble in the Manner of Thinking, yet we fhall 
endeavour it by the following Examples ^ and fucc no- 
thing can be more Grand, than the Saying of Alexander 
the Great, to the Greateft of his Captains Tarmenio. 
2)arius, King of ^erjia, having offer'd the Macedonian 
Monarch halt-^^ in Marriage with his Daughter 4Sf^f/><^- 
Asfor me, fays ^armenio, if I were Alexander, / would 
accept of theje Offers : And fo would I, reply'd that 
Prince, If I were Parmenio. But why fliould we be al- 
ways dealing in Heroicks, and running back into Antiqui- 
ty to borrow Example from the Conquerors of the World. 
Why may not we propofc one ip the lowcft Life, which 
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will at the fkme Time proTe, diat tbe Exceliencies of 
boch Thought and Exprmton arc in Kamrc, and not in 
the Roks of Art only. A Sergeant of the Guunds^ Wta$ 
a terribk Fall is ttts^ frcm Alexander the Great, to a 
Sergeant cf tte Gtutrds ! who was in the laft Attack 
upon the Caille of Namar in King fFiOiam^s War, after 
he had fir'd his Grenades at the Enemy behind the Pa- 
lifadoes, leapt over them, and had been flaughterVI, had 
not a French Officer prevented it. The Sergeant being a 
Prifbnerin theCaftk was fent for by the Govemour Count 
Guifcard^ and the Marefchal de Sotfffkrs. The Latter 
demanding how he durfl attempt to leap the Palifadoes 
with the £nemv behind them, when he could hardly 
have done it had there been none ? ^erlafs^ Sir^ I migbt 
iioty rcply'd the brave Englifo Soldier, im tlere is no- 
thing too difficnk for me to come at my Enemy. A Say- 
ing worthy of Alexander or OjSrr, of Marlbcrougb or 
Eugene. 

1 have feen fomething like the(e Verics of Mr. Wal- 
kr\ quoted as in the gnnd Way of Thinking ; 

Great Maro cotild no greater Temfefifeigny 
When the hud t finds ufurfing on the Main^ 
For angry Juno labour d to dejlroy 
^he hated Relicks of confounded Troy, 

But the Image, as grand as it is, does not feem 
to be fo noble as the Inilances before-mentioned 5 there 
is too much Terrour in it to participate of that Kind of 
Thought, which is not coniident with what is terrible. 

I cannot help thinking there is fomething Grand in this 
Epitafb : 

Underneath this Marble Hearfe^ 
Lies the Snbje3 cf all Verfe j 
Sidney'i Sifter^ Pembroke'^ Mother^ 
fDeath 'ere thou baft killed another^ 
Fair and learn' d^ and good as Jbe^ 
l^imefiaU thro-w a 2)art at thee. 

To defcend to the lower Kinds, we meet with what 
Father Sotibaiirs calls ^enfies ^oliies pretty Thoughts 5 
and we have of that Kind too in EngJifo^ perhaps to a 
greater Degree of Excellence, than is to be found in any 
'^^hcr Language 5 efpccially thofe Verfes in thte Spcftator, 

which 
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which are faid there to be Originals, as indeed they are, 
and inimitable. I queflion whether a Poet might not as 
eafily imitate Milton or Sutler* There are ten Stanza\ 
and they all of a like pretty, and natural Turn with 

the 

Hid Stanza. 
Tbe Fmntain that nxont to runfvceetly ahng^ 
Aii dance tofqft Murnmn the pebbles amof/g ; 
T'ifou kTtow'ft little Cttfid^ if Phoebe was there^ 
*Twere ^leifure to look at^ 'twere Mufick to hear : 
Sut no^Jhe is abjent I walk by its Side^ 
Jndfiill as it murmurs do nothing but chide $ 
Mufi you befo chearful, while I go in Vain^ 
Veace there with your Bubbling^ and hear me comf tain. 

How the French may compare with us, as to this fret- % 
ty Manner, let us fee by a Comparifon. Menage fays, V 
that this Triolet^ as he calls it, a Sort of low Poetry ^ 
where one or two Verfes are repeated three I'imes, was 
the King of 7riolet\ and written by the famous Monf. 
Ranchin : 

Le premier Tour de May 
Fut le plus Heureux de ma Vie, 
Le beau Defign oue je formay 
Le premier Jour ae May. 

The fir ft 7)ay of the Month of May 
Was the Hafpiefi of my Life^ 
Ah the fair l)ej\p% I formed 
The fir ft 7)ay of the Month of HieLy. 
Then Ifawyou^ then I Md^ 
If you like this fair iDefign^ 
Thefirjl Day of the Month of May 
Wd^^ the Hapfieft of my Life. 

Now let us fee what an EngUjh Poet has faid on the 
Firft of May 5 and tho* there is in it hardly any Thing 
but Words, and thofe Words rufiick to Affectation^ yet 
they are ^rettinefs itfclf compared to Monf. Ranchm's 
Guardian, N^ 124 : 

Ob 
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I. 

Oh the charming Month of May, 
Oh the charming Month of May, 
When the 'Breezes fan the Treefcs, 
FuU of SkJJbms frejb and gay. 

IL 

Oh 'what Joys our ^rofpeEls yield ! 
Charming Joys otir VroffeSs yield ! 
In a new Livery^ &c. 

III. 

Oh how frefi the Morning Air I 
Charming f rep the Morning Jir I &c, 

Tho' there is little Meaning here, yet the Dancing of 
the Woitis and the Sprightlinefs of the Images, make it 
a prettier Lyrick than our Italian Opera's can produce. 

According to my Conception nothing can be prettier 
than this Thought of Swhanan. 

Ilia mihi femper orefenti ixix^Ned^ra^ 
Me, quo ties ablum, femper abefle dolet j^ 

Non defiderio, noftro non moeret Amgre, 
Sed fe non noflro po£& Dolore fniL 

Crml^ when I am frefent^Jhe appears ^ 
As often as Tm abfent fie^s in Tears : 
2^ot that Nesera wipes my Return^ 
2$ fee me love her^ but to fee me mourn. 

Thefe Verfes of Mr. WaUer^xty methinks, as pretty a^ 
they are gallant: 

Phillis, why pould we delay 
Tkafures porter than the l)ay [ 
Coud wCy which we never can^ 
Stretch our Lives beyond their Span 5 
Seamy like a Shadow flies^ , y 

And our Touth before us dies. 
Or would Touth and Scanty (iay^ 
Love hath Win^s, and wilt away. 
Love hath fwijter Wings than Ttme^ &c. 
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Notice has been taken of the Prettinefs of thefe Verfes 
in 2)ryden*8 Fable of the Ock and the Fox. 

The Cock fpeaks to his Wife Dame ^artkt t 

■ See my Tiear 

How lavijb Nature hath adorned the Tear 5 * 
Hovi the pale Triwrofe and the Viokt firing^ 
^ndSirds ejfay their I'hroats^ difus^atofing : 
jiU thefe are ourSy andlwith^kafurefee 
Manfinnting on twoZegs^ andafingme. 

Madam 2)acier takes Notice of a very pretty Cinrum- 
fiance in Sapfho*^ Hymn to Vetms^ tranflated into Latin by 
CatuUiiSy and into EtJglifo by Mr. ^hilifs. 

I'hou once didft kame Almighty Jove^ 
Jlnd all the golden Rocfs above : 
I'he Carre thy wanton Sf arrows drew^ 
Hov*ring in Jir^ they lightly flew. 
As to my 33ow\ they winged their Way ^ 
Ifaw their quivering 'pinions flay : 
The Sirds dijmifty while you remain^ 
Sore tack their empty Carre again. 

The Circumftance that renders it fo pretty, according 
to the Critical .Lady y is Venus\ difmimng her Sparrows 
and her Carre, and ihewing fhe did not intend to make 
Sappho a Court-Vifit, but to dwell with her fome Time. 
There's another Ode of Sappho^ which is prefcrvcd in 
LongintiSy and tranflated by Soileau. It is in the fub- 
lime Kind, and fhews the Violence of Love. 

Irom Vein to Vein I feel a fubtk Flame y 
When e'er I fee thee, run thro' all my Frame : 
And as the Tranfport feizes on my Mind^ 
Tm dumb^ and neither Tongue nor Voice canfind* 
A Mift of Tleajure o'er my Byes is Jpread^ 
I hear no more, and am to Reafon dead 5 
3>/«fe, breathlefs, JpeechkfSj I expiring lie ^ 
I burn, I freeze, I tremble, and I die. 

' In the Speftator, N^ g|88. is a Paraphrafe on the fe- 
<ond Chapter of Sohmor^^ Song. 
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Stanza IV. 

I faint t i dye^ my laboring Sreaft 
Is 'With the mighty Weight ^' Love off reft. 
J feel the Fire foJTefs my Hearty 
jind^ain conveyed to ev'ry Tart: 
^hro' all my Veins the Taffion flyes^ 

My feeble Sml forfakes its Tlace 5 
^ trembling Faintnefs feals my Eyes^ 

And T^knefs dwells upon my Face. 

To defcend again to the lower Kinds of Thinking, I 
fliall conclude the Pretty with thefc Verfes of Mr. Triofi 
on the Squirrel in the Cage ; 

Mov*d in the Orb^ fkaCd ixith the Chimes^ ^ 

^fhe foclip Creature thinks he climbs. 

Sut here or there^ turn Wood or Wire 

He never gets fwo Inches higher. 

So fares it with thofe merry Blades^ 

*That frisk it under Hindus Shades. 

In noble Songs ^ and lofty Odes^ 

They tread on Stars^ and talk with gods 5 

Still dancing in an airyRotmd^ 

Stilfkafd with their own Verjes Sound ^ 

Brought back how f aft foe^er they go^ 

Always ajpiringy always low. 

Agreeble Thoughts may be alfo reckon'd among the 
JSTatural, the Soft, and the Tender 5 all which in the ge- 
neral Acceptation, are alfo taken for Wit. This Speech 
of £!ve*s to Adam in the Varadice Loft^ has an Agreeable- 
nefs which cannot be match'd in the mbft Tender of our 
Lyrick or Elegiac Poets : 

With thee converfing^ I forget alll'imel 
\AUSeafms and their Change^ allpkafe alike \ 
Sweet IS the Breath cf Morn^ her Rifingfweet 
With Charm cf earlieft Sirds^ fkafant the Sun 
Whenfirft on this delightful Land he fpreads 
His orient SeamSy on Herb^ Tree^ Fruit and Fhw\ 
Gliftring with Dew : Fragrant the fertik Earth 
After foft Showy Sy and fweet the Coming on 
Of grateful Evening mitdx ThenfikntUight 
With this herfilemn Sird^ and this fair Moon^ 

And 
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yin/i rbefe the Gems of Heaven ^ herftarry Train. 
Sut neither Sreath of Mom\ ijohenjbe afcends 
With Charm of eariiefi Sirds 5 nor rijing Sun 
On this delightful Zand, nor Herb^ Fruity Fto^ufr^ 
Glifiring ixnth tDe-w^ nor Fragrance after Stowers^ 
Nor grateful Evening mild^ nor Jilent Night 
With this herfokmn Sird j nor walk by Moon, 
Or glittering Star Lights without thee isfxeet. 

To fpeak poetically one would think every Vcrfe was 
turn'd and poiifh'd by the Loves and the Graces, Indeed 
all the Converfatibn between the firil Bridegroom and his 
Bride, in this Poem, is exquiiltely agreeable and tender, 
except the very Incident of the Fall. 

I take the Verfes in Waller^ addrefs'd td Amoret^ td 
be of the agreeable Kind : 

Fair^ that you may truly know 
What yoti nfito ThyrfU owe^ 
J will teUyou how I do 
S^chsiriSj3L love^ dndyou. 

Jcy falutes me^ when I fep 
My bkjl Ey^s on Amoretj 
Sttt with Wonder lamftrocki 
While I on the Other look. 

if fweet Amofct complaifis, 
I have Senfe of all her ^ains i 
Sim for Sachariffa / 
iDo not only grieve, but die. &c; 

1 could give many Inftances of agreeable Thoughts 
but of Q)ryden\ Fabfcs, efpecially that of Cymm atid 
Iphigenia, which had been taken ndtice of long cnouf;h 
before the Speftator was thought of $ and I do not think 
it fair, that he fhould engrois all the IBeaux Endrvitsi 
bccaufe he printed them firft. The Rufticity of Cymon, 
and even his Stupidity, has fomcrhing in it very agreea- 
ble in the Iniage, which is the pure Nature that we msec 
^ith there t 

It hafpen\i en a Summer's Holy My i 
That to the Greenwood Shade he took his Way j 
His ^mrterStaJJl which he cotCd ne^erforfake^ 
Hing half before, and half behind his Sack ^ 
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He trudged along unknowing what ke fought ^ 
• jind ijohtjlkd as he ijcentfor Want of 'jthought. 

There is not a more natural Pifture in Language than 
this. Of the fame Kind is that of Iphigenia fleeping by 
the Fountain : The very Numbers cxprefe the Wantonnefs 
of the Wind fo livclily, that we feel the Air, and are 
fanned by.it while we read them, which I think has had 
the good Luck to efcapc Obfervation : 

Her Sofom to tl e Fienv -was only bare 5 
l^be fanning Wind upon her Safom bimsx 
7^ meet the fanning Wind her Sofom rofi j 
^he fanning Wind ^ and purling Streams continue\ 

{her kepofe.' 

Mr. 2)ryden was 6S Tears old when he wrote thi» 
Fable, which I have always taken for a Mafter-piece, 
with Refpeft to natural Thoughts, whjch are always 
agreeable, and harmonious Numbers. The Reader will 
perceive, that I do not forbear quoting fine Paflages, 
becaufe they are in the SpeSator. I cannot allow of his 
Forettalling the Market 5 and befides, I take his Exam- 
ple to be preferable to his Precept. Himfelf does not 
iHck to quote even from himfelf 5 as, 

N^ pr. Sidley has that prevailing gentle Jrt^ &lc. 
And again, 

N^ Sidley has that prevailinggentle Jrt^ &g. 

Guard no. Motto— -Non ego paucis, 

OiFendor maculis. 
Spec, i^u Motto Non ego paucis, 

Ofifendor maculis. 

This however I will declare in my own Behalf, that I 
have quoted nothing from him which he has quoted from 
Mlton or Dryden^ but what I had before collefted my 
felf as remarkable Pafl&ges In their fevcral Kinds of 
Thinking. 

What follows, taken out of Mr. Charles Hopkins^s Verfcs 
to the Earl of {Dorfet^ is of the agreeable Kind ; 

Js Nature does in new-born Itifants frame 
ff^itb their firfl speech their careful ForftrcrV Name^ 

Whofi 



An EJ/ay on Lrttictjm. 47 

Having gone thrmgh afiortny and temfefiuoiis Sea fin qf 
various Mifiry^ ive arrive at a fiidden Srigbtnefs and 
Splendmr^ a mojt unexfeEledOrder^ and glorious Calm and 
Swjjhine. "The Splendour and Srightnefs harder to be born 
tha?i the freceeding Clouds and 2)arknejs. What is Stormy 
aadTempeftuous? whatBrightncfs, Sunfhine, and Splen- 
dour ? vAiat Clouds and Darknefs ? but other Words for 
the fame Things^ and indead of Amplification comes 
under the Denomination of another Figure very common 
in fuch puffy Rhetorick, cslW^ Tautology^ which I am 
afraid the Hiilorian and his Admirers miliake for the Sub- 
lime, there being but very few that can diftinguifh Sound 
from Senfe, or Wind from Spirit, Zet a Dijcourfe be ne- 
ver fi fine, fays Ra^in, it loCes its worth i»ken ^tis out of 
its Tlace^ and appears affeAed. Affeftation in Stile has 
the fame Efifefl with ordinary Judges as Affectation in 
Air has with Women and Fops. It pafles upon them for 
Politenefsj and Delicacy, tho' there is nothing more vi- 
cious in Language. I mght fill a Volume with Examples 
of this Vice, taken out of the Earl of Clarendon, and the 
Archdeacon's Hiftories,but as I had never troubled my fclf 
about them, had there been nothing in them but Want of 
Method, and an affefled Stile, I (hall content my felf with 
two or three Obfervations only, which arefufficient to con- 
vince all thofc that can judge right 9 and as for others, I 
have not Leifure nor Words enough to attempt it. 

He fays the Sight of the Gloiicefter Aldermen at once 
gave Mirtb to the mojl fever e Countenances, and Sadnefi 
to the mofi cheerful Hearts. What Idea can one have of 
thcfe Cavaliers, as he expreflcs himfclf, but that of fomc 
Idiots whom we have fecn to laugh and cry in a Breath, 
He has two Expreffions about Miaes, whicn are very ex- 
traordinary, both as he is a Naturalifi and as he is an 0- 
rator : The one is the Srafs-Mifie in Cumberland, the on* 
ly SrafS'Mine that ever was, or ever will be in the World. 
A Copper-Mine might have been found out there, and a 
Mine of Lapis calaminaris, which put together, would 

Eroduce Srafs enough, if there were Oe enough. Where 
efpeaks of the GleanlinefS of his Writing, he intimates, 
that he is one of thofc who dive into the rich Mines of 
Nature. What can one imagine about diving better than 
that of a Duck and a Dog in a Pond, or Boys in the Sath ? 
To dive into a ]\Iine| methinks, is like running a Man's 
• Head 
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Head into a Rock. If he had faid he had been digging 
in the rich Mines of Nature, one might have cstpeaea 
fome Mettal to have come of itj of oneSbrt or adother. 
tVheti the Parliatnent, that brought in King Charks II, 
met the firft Time, Mr. Echard lays, We are now athved 
at the VAST Day^ which I humbly conceive to be be- 
yond Conception, and a ftrange Specimen of the Author*^ 
Talent in Elocution. He had a mind to make this Day 
fomething,/ro^7g/(3W and uncommon^ and therefore fwelli 
it up witn an Epithet which h\xtl\s in the Operation. 
VAST might have been proper, if he had been (peak- 
ing of the Ton of Heidelbergh^ or Admiral Ruffei^s Kinch 
Bowl alt Jjisboiz : But under what Figure wfJl ne put Day 
for thfe Word VAST to become it well ? Doftor Littte-^ 
ton in his Diftionary makes VAST to be hvge^ burh\ 
hcide^ broad^ large^ and what is much lefs for the Arch- 
deacon's Purpofe, mijhapeny ill-favoured^ defolate^ injati^ 
abk^ oturagious ^ [fut Day to ever a one of them, and fee 
how the Coat fits. Mr. bailey in his very good Diflion- 
ary is contented with two or three Interpretions only, as a 
huge 2)ay^ sl Cpacious T>ay. Ludlonx\ I believe, would 
have followed Littleton^ and then for VAST would 
have tmderftood defilate 7)a^i ill.Jbafen 7)ay^ infatiable 
2)ayi £o dangerous is it for People to meddle with 
Words which tney do not underfland. Of all thfe Bhm- 
ders in Expreflion which arc to be avoided, there wa^ 
the befl Provifion made againfl this that could be, if a 
Man had had the leafl Acquaintance with the politer 
Authors, Monfieur St. Evremont having written a Differ- 
tation on this very Word VAST, and whoever reads ir; 
tvill pity aWritet who could fall into fo grofs an Errour, if 
there were no Malice in what he had written. I fuppofe' 
fhat almofl all Mr. Echard*s Readers have taken thief 
V A S T in the Senfe he intended for Important^ and if 
he had faid this Mountainous Day^ it would have donef 
,as well : They would have expeScd a Birth from the. 
Mountain, and the Arch-Deacon's Hiftory is a LaA>our of 
the fame Kind. 

. As we in England are apt to confound Sentiments and! 
^xpreflions, fo we do the lame by Talents, and think if 
^ Man can make a SchooUSook or two, he can write z 
hiflory. Jeremiah Collier wrote a Jhort P^ew of the Stage; 
^hich fold wonderfully, and immediatdy the BookfellM 
3 hir'i 
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Ixir d him to write Three Hiftories InFolio ; And I queflion 
not but, becaufe Sir IfaacNe^^ton has outdone all Philofo- 
phers in bis Trcatifc oiFhxions^ they would employ him 
in Heroick Poetry, if he were young enough, and would 
be employ'd by them. There was a ^crtnejs in Coilicf% 
Stile, which was miftaken for Vivacity, and tho' thcro 
tannot be any lliing more afleSed, yet it r.ecommends his 
EJp^ys^ Vie^xs^ See as fomewhat in the Perfeftion of ouif 
Language, I wonder Dr. Felton fhould forget him, when 
he mentions Sir Roger LEJlrange^ Mr. 1raf\ and other 
mafterly Writers. You cannot name CoUiarh f^iews^ 
£ffaySf6ic. in Company, but fome body or other imme- 
diately cries out, Jly I that's Fine. Wonderful fine, as 
livill be fcen prcfcntly. 

In his Eflays Mt has this Expreffion, j^ Man may aH 
an Excellency for the SathfaEtton of Signijicancy^ wh?ch 
has the fame Effefl in Profe, as it is obu^rv'd of fume 
good Verfes, that th: Sfnoothnefsot Rotighnefs of the Num-. 
qetis are an Image of the Roughnefs or Smoothnefs of the 
Thing. You can hardly pronounce thefe Words without 
a prim Lbol^, and fcrewmg up your Mouth with the Affec- 
tation of a Girl at a Svardiii^-ScLiooL Would one ima- 
gine th^t this was faid by tho fame Author in another 
place 5 Nothing is inore naufeom than to be affiled ; And 
"se further, fZ)o«V let Mifs fufer her Heels to get to0 



yet fee 

^ucb into her Head^ not to fay any Thing about the Jrti^ 
tude^ which would be very extraordinary in a Piflure. 
Again, Seeing and Hearing are the mop creditable Senfes j 
the Srain has an tifipromijing JJpeSu which cannot be 
known without Difledion. What Idea does this leave 
upon the Mind ? or this, ^PaiN^i. madebnt alanie Fi* 
Igurein Comparifon mth our Apostle. One would think 
CoUier had Prince Vrettiman and the Spanilb Fryer in his 
Head wheil he wrote it. He is fo fond or this Conceit; 
tha;t he endeavours to prpVe, in his Eflay^on Theft, and 
<5lf^hcre, that our Saviour's Difciples were Men of Qua- 
lity, well-bom, and well-bred, and if they did fi()i at any 
time, "twas only for their Ploafurc. As the Sarber or 
Northampton told Ejlcvvrt^llc was aDoflor by Profefllon, 
4ndjhav'd only for tiis Uivcifion. BwtColker fcems to' 
have lefs Regard for his Brotherhood in the lafl Ccntu- 
fies, when he inform", us that by Queen Elizabeth's In- 
^flioQs a Clergyman could not marry till he had made 

E hi' 
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fcis Complaint againft Celibacy before two Juflices of the 
Peace, and gain'd their Confent, and t\i^ good Will of the 
Majier orMifirefs where the ^awfel jerv^ by which he 
gives us to underftandy that foon aner the Reformation 
the Priefls Wives were all Abigdir$^ 

Collier*^ Dialogues ferve two principal Ends, the one 
to carry on an Argument the more freely and loofely ; and 
the other, which is not the leaft, to give himfelf a fat 
Figure in his own Pifturc, for he himfelf is the Man who 
has always t!he beft of the Difpute. 

Well^ I caii^tfiand the Force (fymr Argument : 
Ton arepftart^ you have brought your jelf 'voell ojfl 

Thus he conquers his Jlfhius^ 9nA compels him to 
(Tjsn^ T'hat the ^riejls are an indefendant State 3 and 
thus £oys build Houfes of Cards to blow them down 
when they have done. What a Parcel of Flowers and 
Graces might one pick up in his Writings, if it was more 
a frops^ fuch as Slender difficulty ^ Lean "Temper^ 
touchy 'pointy Cheek by Joitle^ to con (wer, to be Ufpifij^ 
Intents and ^tirpcfes^ to glitter upon the SenfeSj Enrich^ 
mentSj renverfe^ 2)econcerty bigger Entertainment of the 
Soul,don% onX can^ivon'tytts^ it^s^at^ and the frequenc 
Ufc of Proverbs. 

Where there's Life there*s Hope. 
One S'^JcaUow makes no Summer^ &c. 

The life of Proverbs is fo far from giving Difgufl in 
common Converfatlon, efpeeially in the Country, that 
'tis look'd u^n to be Wit as ^ell as Mimickry, Bi^on- 
ry. Pun, Quibble, 5ffc. and you would be ftar*d at if you 
fnould obje£l againft either of them as the effe£l of Igno- 
rance or Folly. The SpeSator takes Notice that Puns 
made a coniiaerablc Figure on the Banks of Cam^ and 
Proverbs muft needs do no lefs on the Banks of Jj&, when 
fo great a Scholar as Edivard LPvdyd fet the Example, 
two in one Paragraph. 

^ Rome ix^as not btiilt in a Day. 

fetter late than never. 

On laijfe atix 7)ifcours du Teuple les manieres d& 

\ • appUquer en ^roverbes. *Tis for the Vulgar only to ex- 

furefs themfelves by Proverbs. But what are Proverbs, {^r. 

^ ' to 
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to CoUiir^s huddling of Metaphors, a Vice in Eloquence 
which is hardljr taken Kotice of in Bnglip Writings $ 7^ 
he akoays f curing in Oil^ is the Way to overfet the Flame 
and extinguijb the Lamp : If you lay a Country confiantly 
under Water ^ you mujl Jpoil the Soik Here Fire and 
Water mofl lovingly agree together to do the fame Bufi"> 
nefs ; To overfet a Flame is a fine Way of fpeaking, and 
as eafily to be conceiv'd, as to overi^t a (cockboat or a 
Wherry. Again, I fancy 'soe Jhalljift the Gentleman to 
the Sran^ and make him run the Gauntlet before he g^ts 
clear. The ffr^^ Gentleman havine run the Gauntlet ^ 
we will add one Inflance more, and have done with his 
Metaphors 5 They will glean up the befi Thoughts^ they 
will draw of the Spirit of the argument when the Mine 
has been worked byfuch Hands. . The Gleaner^ the Chy- 
nift, and the Miner, are at once at work for him in the 
fame Ihort Sentence. If the Writer or Reader's Head can 
ht clear under fuch Operations, it will be a Wonder. The 
SfeQatOf has a Remark on this Subject, equally pleafant 
and judicious : Thus I have known a Heroe compared to a 
Thunder-bolt, a Lion, and the Sea, all and each of them 
proper Metaphors for Impetuofity^ Courage^ and Force $ 
tut by bad Management it hath [0 happen'd^ that the 
Thunder-bolt bath werflow^d the Sanks^ the Lion has 
leen darted throtigh the Skie^ and the SiUows have rolled 
mt of the Lybian ^fart $ pelther of which is fb bad as 
Collier's burning and drowning the fame Thing at the 
fame Time. 

The declamatory Stile, another great Vice in Eloquence, 
is the Charafteriftick of thefe EJjays^^ tho' I queftion not 
but it is thought to be the very Cream of the Difcourfe. 
If *i\s excufeable any where it is in Country Pulpits, 
where, if a Parcel of Words are well put together, we 
fliould not be too fcrupulous about the Senfe. Then Com- 
merce muft give way to Religion^ Saptipn fway the In- 
denture^ and the Gofpel govern the Exchange. Are not 
the Gofpel, fiaptifm, and Religion, the Exchange, In- 
denture, and Commerce, the fame Things in the Con* 
trafi. I am far from aflfcding a foreign Word when we 
have ais good a one of our own, much Icfs when we have 
a better 5 and Attitude and Contraft may be fupplied by 
iPofiure and Oppofition^ if the Reader pleafes j out the 
former was ufed for Pecorum fake^ the Id^a being too 
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grofs wlieh in an Englifi Drefs. T%e Author is again 
declaiming : It may be the Failing oftDrunhennefs is tm^ 
fercepibk in the fingk Injlance^ '$mU rife in the Sum 5 
^ogo akvays a little out of the Way makes aftrat^eMf 
take ufon the Trogrefi 5 A Grain mil grow so a Burthen 
hy Jadition 5 7*0 be airways dipping an Efiate^ is the Wa;^ 
to turf 2 Beggar 'y ji2)rof that's perpetually feltif^ Will 
make a Stone give nvay. How new, how eloquent is ail 
this, and that which comes after ! He is preaching to 
the Bookfellers about felling Jrian Books^ Sceptical 
BookSi Books qfiDivorce^ Impotence^ &c. Whatever they 
think on\ Atbcifin and Lewdnefs /; the mofi fatal Mor- 
tality -y- ^he Vkgue of the Heart the moji frightful 2)ip 
temper-- InfeSion is fafer lodged in the veins^ than in the 
tViM"' A Man had much better be poyfon'd in his Bloody 
than in his Trincipki The Streafh is the fame ftill, but 
as a Boar piffes it cbmes by Spirti Again, Are 'soe ne- 
ver to do any T'hing ivithout a Majority 5 If 'we are go^ 
vern'd by Numbers^ txe fiall live Jlrangely 5 Jf^ou go ti 
^oU^ Senfe and Conjcience mil lofe it in mofi Cajes^ (jf all 
the Modem Criticks, who have given us Rules, Dr. f«A 
ton upon the Clafficks is the Author, who feems to have 
fiooa mofl upon his own Legs : Others have learnt much 
of the French^ and have been much blam'd for it by 
thofe who have 2tnd have not read their Books. Rymer 
confefles the French began the Art of Criticifin among 
the Modems : I'heyfelTmt to it in earnefi^ fays he, in 
his Preface to Rapin^ till the Royal Acadeniy tioas found-'- 
edy and Cardinal Richelieu encouraged and rally'* d all the 
Jcatter^dWits under his Banner: Then Malherbe reformed 
their ancient licentious poetry. Malherbe died Sevea 
Tears before the Royal Academy was thought of $ how- 
ever he did begin the Reformation of the ErencbVotttj^ 
and was happily follow*d by Voiture^ Sarazin^ Maynard^ 
GodeaUy ^c. The Academy have indeed afliim'd to them^ 
felves the fole Glory of refining the French TonMe, tho* 
they can by no means engrofs the Merit of it. Maiherhe 
began it before they had a Being, and feveral eminentf 
J^^tTib Authors have written fince, who were not of the 
Academy ^ as St. Evremont^ Menage^ iSc But there's forne* 
thingjpieafant in the Complements that are paid to it, and 
the Mttiquaries have found out juft fuch another Society 
in Rome^ under the Patronage of Augtiflus^ to refine the 
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Reman Language, which, by the way, had been refined 
before by Terence^ Lucretius^ Cicero^ Jtiortenfius^ and their 
Contemporaries, at the latter End of the Republick. The 
Learned Antiquaries go fo far as to name the Roman Aca^ 
demicians^ 

MeCdPnas^ t 5P//&, the Father, 



VolliOj ' I Servius^ Fuhim^ 



The Two Meffala's 
Tha Two ^ihlus's 



Horace. 



Ovid perhaps was left out becaufe he was in Exile at 
^/omoi J but why could they not have put in i/qy, ^ro- 
fertiuSf &c. Thejr have given this Academy, the Tem- 
ple and Library ofjiJ^oUo^ to meet and ttudy in, and it 
as pretended, that Horace's Epiftle to the fP^TS's was writ- 
ten by DireSion of the Academy, and if there had ever 
been fuch an Academy at all, one might the fooner have 
given Credit to it. 1 he French Academy fet an Exam- 

J>le to other learned and ingenious Men, to make them- 
elves Mafters of their own Language, and the £ncqu« 
ragement they met with from LeiJCiS XIV produced an 
Age of Poets, Orators, and Cri ticks. The latter have 
done more towards explaining thcClafflcks than had been 
done before firom the jiuguftan Age to their own. 
Th^y threw Pedantry and Jargon out of their Writings, 
and rendered them as polite as judicious. Such arc the 
Criticifms oiRapin^ oojfu^ Segrah^ Soileau^ Sonhours^ 
and tDacier^ who are all read with like Profit aod Plea- 
fure ^ and this is the Reafbn of the frecj^uent Ufe of 
them, and not an Afie3ation of foreign Phraies, and tech- 
nical Cant, as is infinuated by fuch as never read, or 
never underftood them, and by fuch too as have not 
only both read and underftood them, but have learnt of 
them all the Reading they have, and yet make ufe of no* 
other Names than ^intiilian^ Longinus^ ^onatuSy Eti- 
ftathiiis^ and the Ancients. This is very common^ and 
I could eafily prove it upon thofe who have charged 
others with Ignorance and Illiterature. The Reading 
French Authors is inconceivably beneficial to fuch as do 
not underfland Latin fo well as Mr. jDryden^ and Greek 
fo well as Mr. ^ofe : They will legm as much of the 
6r^^i<: Hiftory ^tom jiblancmrt*i ,Thucy4i4es^ and of the 
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Zatin from tDu Ryer's Livy^ as they could from the Ori- 

Sinals. And as to the Poets, they had better read Ma* 
am fDacier's Homers and Segrais's l^irgil^ which they 
do underftand, than the Original Htmer and Firgii 
which they do not. My Lord Rofcommon owns of the 

^hechoicejl Socks that Rome e^r Greece have knoijon^ 
^heir excelknt Tranflators made their own. 

And tho* in all Tranflations the Spirit and Beauty of 
the Original mufl in a great meafure be lofl by Transfu- 
fion, yet in Hlftory efpecially you are fure to have the 
Method, the Fafis, and the Politicks, tho* you have not 
the Strength and JEUegance of the Style. iDryden tells 
the late Duke oiSucks^ in the Dedication to his Virgii i 
Imfartially fpeakiag^ the French are as much better Cri- 
tickSf as they are itorje Toets. The Latter is incontcfta- 
ble^ and not to mention ilf/7/0f?, who is above all Parallel, 
They have nothing ofJEfick Poetry fo eood as our King 
Arthur $ neither are their CorneiUe and Racine a Match 
for our Shakefpear and Ot'way. They have no Body xo 
name againft Wycherleyy Etherege^ Shadwel^ Congreve^ 
Vanburgh^ Steel. Mdiere^ the bcft of their Comick Poets, 
could write Scafius^ ^Dandins^ Sganarelies, and all Kinds 
of Farce perfe^ly well 5 but for Wit and Humour, Re- 
partee, Polite Converfation, for what the Criticks call the 
Vis Ccmica^ you muft have rccourfc to the Englijh Come- 
dies, if you would know what it is. A French Marquis^ 
SLS Moliere fhew^d him upon his Stage, would only make 
a very good Taylor upon ours. They have no Hopkins 
for Elegy, no philips for Paftoral : Scarron will hardly 
ferve for a Ralpho to oxaHudibras. In the Ode^ I think, 
Mdlherbe is at Icaft equal to Cpwkyy and Voiture and So- 
razin are not behind our Suckling and Waller^ in the 
gallant Way: Nor is our ^rior behind their Za Fontaine 
for Taletelling. On the other Hand , I am afraid we 
mufl allow, that we have no Tranflation in Englijb equ4 
to Segrais Virgil for Intelligence of the Original, and a 
correA as well as harmonious Difiion, efpecially if the 
Chara£ler given of it by Rudsus is ju& Did we look into 
other Sciences, we fhould £nd our felves more than a 
Match for them 5 What Names have they to fet againft 
pur Newton and Malky in the Mathematicks, and our 
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SyiBfJsiaTsn and WiUti in ^hyfick. They have no ^acon^ 
no Soyle in Phiiofophy. In Hiflory indeed they have a 
Varilla^ and a Maimbourg for our Ni?^« and 'Brady ^ ^vA 
doubtlcfs the Royal Hiftoriographers will, in the Hiftory 
of Lezvis XIV, come up to the Grand Rebellion^ and Mr, 
Echari\ Hiflory for Impartiality and Truth, If I were 
a Frenchman I fhould make a Start here, and cry our. 
What is their Ttireime and their Cdiide to our Marlbc^ 
rotigh^ and their Great Monarchy who took Pleafure in 
Slaughter and Devaftation, to our Glorious King George, 
whole only Care and Delight is to maintain Liberty and 
Peace.. . 

Dr. Felton declares we began to refine our Language 
much fooncr than the French^ and that the V/riters in 
Queen FMzabet/f sKeign are far preferable to Sbakejpear^ 
Fletcher^ Waller^ Sucklings May^ Sands^ aud all the Wri- 
ters from the Gtmfonjoder Plot to the Re(loration« He 
will not be advis'd by the beft Critick in Poetry, as he re- 
prefents him, Mr. ^ryden^ who fpeaking ox Seaumoiit 
and Fletcher^ writes thus 5 lam aft to believe the Eng- 
lifh La}2guage in them arrived to its VerfeBion : They 
wrote between the Beginning of King Jamei I and the 
Reign of King Charles II, a Period in which Dr. Felton 
makes the Englip Language to have declin'd 5 though^ 
if I were permitted to give Judgement, I fliould continue 
the Improvement of our Tongue till the Time of the 
SpeElatcr^ and the Tranflation oi Horner^ where, I think , 
It is in the greateft Parity and Elegance, ^nd that one of 
the firfl deplorable Signs of its Declenfion was even the 
Difcourfe upon the ClaffickL !Dryde7t himfelf continues 
the good Tafle till the Opening of the Long Parliament 
id'40, when, if you'l believe him, the Mufes were flruck 
dead at a Blow, abandoned to a barbarous Race of Men, 
Enemies of all good Learning, fuch as Sel.ien^ Whitlock, 
Sathurft^ Wilkins^ and the immortal Milton. This 
Pailage fhould have been tranfplanted into the two fa- 
mous Hiftorics of thoCe Times, publiftiM fince King 
William's Death, particularly that of the Gra7td Rebels 
lion^ which Dr. Felton proteits is the mofl: impartial one 
that ever was written 5 but it is very well it does not ftand 
in need of his Certificate, for tnere would have been 
l^reat .Exception taken againfl his Authority. As good 
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a Wprd as the Doflor gives Mr. Dryden as a Critick^ 
'iDryden out-does him in his own Panegyrick. 
Let Dryden ivith new Rules our Srage refine^ 
Jlni hn great Models jorm by this 2)ejfgn. 

This Piece of Modcfly in Verfc is excelled by another 
in Profe j Otir frefent Toets^ himfelf the Top of them, 
loave far fnrfafi all the antient arid modern Writers (f 
other Countries. 

Thus has he put himfelf above Horner^ Sofbocles^ Vir- 
g'lly Horace^ Corneille^ Racine^ Soileau^ &c. Notwith* 
itanding we were fo happy in Mr. tDryden*s Criticifms, 
Doftor Feltcn is of Opinion the Art is not brought e- 
nough to Perfeftion among us 5 and therefore earneftly 
foincites Sir Richard Steel to write Comments upon Ho- 
vter and Virgil^ as Mr. Jddifin has done upon Milton. 
I am fatisfied Sir Richard Steel did not keep his G)un^ 
tenance if cverjhat Pailage of the Doftor's came in his 
^Vay. I will not fay the fame of Mr. 7raj>^ who, they 
tell me, is a Poet by his Place, or a made Poet, better by 
half than one bom fb j but if t)oftor Felton had fore- 
feen that the ingenious Gentleman would have came off 
as He did with Firgil^ and in what a fad Place Doftor 
S'Wift would find hisTranflation, I believe he would have 
poflpon'd the Encomium, What a pclite Critick may da 
if befleafeSy fays the Doftor, ani^ in how different an 
J[fpea Critkifm a/pears^ when formed by Men of ^arts 
und Fire^ ive may fee in Mr. Trap 5 and the Encomium 
continues for a Page or two : But the aforefaid Tranfla- 
tion having cut the Matter fhort, I will repeat no more 
of it. 

• Cowley was in a$ great Vogue ^o or feventy Tears a- 
go, as any Compofer or Tranflater of our Time has been, 
^nd D6£lor Felton without knowing that his Chara£ler is 
worn, informs us, that his 2)avidets is as good an Epick 
l^oem as the Ilias^ that his Lyricks are as good as y/«- 
dars or Ho face\ that he wrote Elegies as well as TibuUus^ 
Epiflles as well as OivV, Paftorals as well as T'heocritus 5 
and that his Cutter of Co/r/:anJlreet is as good a Comedy 
as the Jdelphi cf Terence. The DoQor's own Words arc 5 
lie rivalled the Greek and Latin ^cets in every Thing 
but Tragedy. His faying fo is the more remarkable, for 
that he had fcen the Preface to 7)ryd€ii^s Fables, where- 
on that incomparable Critick, as he terms him,, fays 
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Cowky is funk in his Reputation, and the late Duke of 
^ucks in his Effay acknowledges as much : 

Cowley might boafi to Mve ferfornCd his Tart^ 
Uai he mth Nature joyn'd the Rules of Art ; t 
Sut ill Exfrejfwn gives fometimes j^Uajf 

yi noble Thoughts — 

^ho' Jll appears in Heat and Fury done^ 
The Language ft ill muft [oft and eafy run. 

Doftor Felton in Praife of Criticifm tells us, with e* 
qual Elegance and Perfpicuity, If the Rules had not been 
giveny "Joe had not been trouhled ijcith many fewer Wri^ 
ters : And in the Purfuit of his own excellent Work, he 
declares. He has tempered the Brisknefi of Thotight iiuith 
the Sedatenefs of Judgement. The French have their SP^;;- 
fees SrufqueSj but theDoftor could not fall fblow as that. 
Srufqtie fignifying blunt^ rajh^ and the like. This Srisk- 
nefs is, I fuppofe, more agreeable to the Conception of 
a certain Bookfeller, who being written to by a certain 
iSquire for a brisk Hiftory^ fent him by the next Carrier 
that of ^on ^ixot. . This was thirty Tears ago, before 
)vc were fo well fumifhed with brisk Hiftories as we have 

been fincc. 

I take brisk in our Tongue to be to lively^ as fert is 
to witty : But 1 cannot depend on my own Judgement ; 
the Tranflajor of Homer having ufed SrisknejS in th<> 
fame Senfe as DoSor Felton ufes it : Heaven and Earth 
became engaged in the SubjeS^ by 'which it rifes to a ^at 
Importance^ and is haftened forward into the briskeft 
Scenes of J^ion. If that Author could bear the leaft 
Qbjeaion to any Thing that belongs to him, I would 
ask the Reader whether he docs not fancy there is fome 
A£feftation in the Expreffion. But let that pafs 5 if we 
are rightly informed, the Word Brisk is in the Teutonick 
Friefch^ which is in plain Englifh Frisky and then for 
the Gods and Demi-gods to frisk up and down the Field 
of Aftion, or the Doftor to frisk up and down his Clofct 
is very indecorous. The Duke of Buckingham in the H*- 
hearjal feems to take Brisk in the latter Senfe, as when 
Thunder and Lightning aft their Parts on the Stage. 
The former fays, I am the bold Thunder, the latter the 
brisk Lightning I. . And not at all to derogate from the 
CharaAer of LightniQg, whichr has ^en & ferviceable to 
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all Sorts of Poetry and Poets, I cannot help confirming 
my Opinion by a very common Simile, and faying Jls 
brisk as bottki Ak. . 

Among all the Refiners of our Tongue, 'tis the' vul- 
gar Notion, that Sir Rcger L*JSfirange was moft emi- 
nent. True it is, Doflor Feltori owns he was good for 
nothing but Santer and Railing^ for that is what we in 
England generally mean by Raillery. Tho* Smith and 
Johnfin in the Rehearfal arc not the moft lively Cha- 
radlers 3 yet their Dialogue with Sayes is what the French 
call Raillery. We in England do mean very often the 
Dialogue otSillinJgate^ where it iscommon enough to hear 
one Fifh- Woman cry to another, iJoinore of your Railk- 
ry^ which is there the worfl Sort of Railling 5 and for that 
and Banter the Do£lor aflures us L'EJlrange was moft 
proper. The fame fay I, and that he underftood no more 
of true Eloquence tnan he did of Greek^ out of which 
the Bookfellers hired him to tranflate Jofephus^ and he 
did it from the French Tranflation. The Philofoper -S?- 
neca*s Works he pretended to tranflate from the Latin^ 
and I wifli Mr. ^rap would tranflate the following Phra- 
fes in his Seneca^s Morals back into that Tongue again, 
One good Turn is the Jhoeing Horn to another. He does 
me Good in ffite of my Teeth. Jfter a Matter of eight 
OTears 5 and this into Greek for EJbp*s Fables, The Moon 
*voas in a heavy Tmtter ; Yet I'm fatisfied thefe fine 
Sayings are fbme of thofe that gained him the Reputa* 
tion of being a polite Writer ox Englip : I have heard 
that about the Moon very much commended, which 
fhews that we are not fufficiently fenfible how mean 
Words debafe a Thought. There^s mthu2g^ fays So/- 
kau^ 'Which debafes a x)ifcourfe more than mean JVor4s* 
A mean Thought expreft in nobk Terms^ is generally 
better than the moft nobk Thoughts expreft in mean 
Terms. I know no greater Inftance of the ill EflFeS of 
mean Terms, than what we find in two Verfes of Mr. 
Montague*^ Epiftle to the Jiord ^orfet on King JVil- 
Harris Vjaory at the Soym. Tis in the greateft Heat 
of that glorious Aflion, and in the Middle of the Sub- 
lime^ wmcb is not wanting in that Poem. 

Stop^ ftop^ brave prince ! What does your Mufe^ Sir^ 

{faint I 

Vmeed^ j^ufue bis Omqueft, Faith I can't. 

Mr. 



Mr, Viilif's Poems, the fflendid Shilling and Cyder^ 
are full of Inftances where mean Thoughts are raifed by 
noble Expreffions, and they are wonderfully pjeafing 5 as 
in Cyder $ this of the ^ear-Tree. 

What tM the Tear Tree rival not the Worth 

Of Jlriconian ^rodt^s^ yet her Freight 

Is not contemn d^ and her wide branchi^jg Jrms 

SBeJlfcreen thy Man/ion from the fervent 2)og^ 

j^averje to Life, uheivintry Hurricanes 

In vain employ their Roar 5 her Trunk nnmov*d^ 

Breaks the ftrong Onjet, and controtds their Rage 5 

Chiefly the Bosbury, "jchofe large Increafe^ 

Annual in fumptmts Sanquets^ claims Jipplaufe. 

fl'hrice acceptable Bevragc 1 cmld hit Art 

Stihdue the floating Lee, Pomona's flelf 

Would dread thy Trai^e^ andptm the dubious Strife. 

'Be it thy Choice^ ijohen Summer Heats anncy^ 

^ofit beneath her leavy Canopy y 

piaffing rich Liquids^ Oh ! haiopweet t^enjcy 

Mt once her Fruit s^ and hofpitabte Shade. 

I have never met with any Author who fo happily imi- 
tated the manner and flile of Milton as Vhil^s has done, 
and there feems to be hardly any other Difference than 
that of the Subjefb they wrote of. 

What I have quoted out of VEfltange is nothing to 
the Delicacy of a modem Writer of Plays, who without 
Wit, Language, Learning, or Manners, wrote three or four 
Farces, which took as much as Vradon^s in France^ but 
the Englijb have not recolle£ied themfelves fo foon as 
the French did $ for ^radon out-liv*d the Vogue he was 
in, and became a greater Jeft than ever he had made. 
What think ye of our Poet's Delicacy and Wit, who in a 
gallant Letter to his Miftrefs, tells her, He^s galPd with 
riding y Love is forging Darts in his Selly 5 he^s a Dog 
in a Doublet^ &c. There's a deal of graver Nonfenfe 
with it, but it being moftly Slaffhemyy I dare not re- 
peat it. This Author had his Portion of temporary 
fame. Qgilvy had his Day, and Dryden fays ; 

Fame^ like a little Mifirejiof the Town^ 

Js gain'd 'ooith JEafi} but then fie's loft as foon. 

Howcvern 
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However, as long as the Credit lafts, thefe temporary Au- 
thors bear the Port of the grcateft Genius, are clapt 
and ftarM at, as thofe Merchants who are driving in their 
Coaches to Bankrupcy, have generally' the bctt Equi- 
page. What are become of the Marors^ the Ronfards^ 
the Sender ies of our neighbour Nation, yet thefe Wri- 
ters were infinitely fuperiour to what moft of ourtaking 
Authors have been. Could any Body have thought 
that Sir Richard Sakefs Chronicle would ever havepaft 
from the Juftice*s Hall Window to the Butler's Cellar, or 
that Co'vckfs Miftrefs would have }oft all her Charips in 
, thirty Tears Time, and become a Caft-OflF for City Prcn-? 
tices and Lawyers Clerks, to fay nothing of Orinda^FJat- 
pictfiy &c. Yet thefe Writers were Originals which raifes 
their Merit much above all Sorts of Tranflators, and it 
ought to be a Leflbn to all Poets and Hiflorians, whe- 
ther firft IJand or fecond Hand, to pay the World foi 
their Applaufe with Modefty, which is the fureft Way 
to keep It in a good Humour j Since *fis Q>Qjierity mly\ 
fays Soikau^ which fets a Value ttfon all Writings^ ym 
mufi not^ as admirable as you take a modern Author to 
ke^ frefently put him upon a Level with thofe Writers 
who have been admired for fo many y^es^ beca^^ne can^ 
not be fure his JVorks will fafs with Glory to the next^ 
Indeed without going far for Examples^ How many Au- 
thors have we feen admired in our Age^ whofe Glory is 
vaniped in a very few Tears. How were Balzac*i Works 
admired thirty Tears agol So much that Cardinal Riche- 
lieu at the fame Time that he was meditating the uni- 
v^fal Monarchy for the Crown of France^ wrote in Vin- 
dication of them. The Bifhop o( Rochefter did the 
fame for Cowley 5 but neither the Cardinal nor the Bi^ 
fhop could defend them from the Fate of all Temporary 
Authors. Neither Cowley nor Sahac are now any more 
mentioned in France or Ef^land. And the main Rea** 
Ion why they loft their Credit was for want of duly con« 
fidering what their particular Tsdents were adapted to $ 
for that they had both very great Talents is umverfaliy 
acknowledged, Mo^tf de Balzac a faffi toute fa vie a 
ecrire des lettres^ dom il n^a jamais pu attrafer k veri- 
table Chare£lere. Balzac fpent all his Time in writing 
ZetterSy but mild never hit the true CharaEler. Omky 
applied hin^elf to Poetry, and never enough kip^w the 
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Ait EJfay on Criticifm^ 6% 

J'ower and Harmony of Numbdte, He bad a great deal 
too much Wit to charm his Miflrefs with his Paffion. 
Very few of us arc let into this Secret. We cannot be- 
lieve that a Poet can have too much Wit, and indeed 
the Offence given that Way is not very common. The 
laft Duke of Sticks rightly inflru£b us : 

Another Fault 'which often does befall^ -j - 

Is ivhen the Wit offome great Toet fiatt > 

4$^ overfloiJOy as to be mm at all J, 

Again, 

T'hatpjy T'hing'we call Jbeer Wit avoid. 

This . probably was a Rebuke to the Author of the 
Viain-jDeaier and Country-Wife^ who has tranlgreffcd 
in this kind as much as any Body, and was the be(£ 
able to do it. The Author of the Relaffe is not entire- 
ly free from this Cenfure, nor the Authors of Zove for 
Jjrue^ and the Funerak But it will not be more furpri- 
fing than it is true, that Teter Mottetix declared he had 
taken a great deal of pains with a Charad:er in a Farco 
of his, to. bring it within the Duke of Suckingham*9 
Rule in thofe Places where he told me he had given it 
too much Wit. Mr. Wayif^ one of the greateft Critick^ 
of our Nation^ obferves, that the Sofmeis/Tendemefs, and 
Violence of Paflion, ate wantins in Mr. Qywky*8 Lova 
Verfes, infomuch that he could hardly fancy he ivasiif 
Zove 'When he 'wrote them^ ^ref to Lett. Yet thero 
were Variety and Learning enough in them, and more 
Wit than in all our witty Poets fince the Refloration^ 
Excepting thofe above-mentioned.* Mr. Wycherfyy whey 
wrote as good Comedies as an^ in the JEnglifo^ or an/ 
other Tongue, did not value himfelf fo much upon them 
as on a Folio of as bad Verfes a« any. Creech havii^ had 
Succefs in Lucretius^ was put upon tranflating JJhrace^ 
and it is faid by iDryde% that be might lofe fo muclr 
bf his Reputation, as to prevent Rivalfhip. Nay, Sut- 
ler^ tho* he knew the Follies of Mankind fo perfectly 
well, did not perceive that there is. no greater Folly 
than to undertake what One is not fit for, and was per- 
fuaded to let Hudibras tranflate Ovid. On this Rock 
many Authors have {plit, who would have fucceeded had 
they confuked theirTalent$,and taken the right Courfe : 
bm, it is a general Maxim with us in JEn^and^ Verfes 

are 
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<6M Verfes. He that can write one Thing, can write ano- 
ther^ and till our Tafle is {o refined, that we can diffin-^ 
suilh the Good and the Bad in the various Kinds of 
Thinking, Writers will not be at the Pains to confult 
their Talents, but content themfelves with pleafing their 
own Fancy, or that of the Publick, by which Means^ 
like Flies, they make a buzzing for a Day or two, and 
are forgotten for ever. The SpeSator very judicioimy a- 
nimadverts on this Weaknefs : Our general Tafte in £n- 
gland is for Epigram^ Turns of Wit^ and forced Conceits^ 
^hicb Joave no manner of Influence^ either for the bet- 
tering or enlarging the Mind of him who reads them^ 
and have been carefully avoided by the greateft Writers^ 
both among the jintients and Modems. He adds after 
Mr, jDryden, The Tafie ofmofi of our Englifh T^oets isr ex- 
treamly Gothick, ijohich I have endeavoured to banifi in 
feveral of my Sf epilations. 

Another remarkable Obfervation of Dr. Felton's is, that 
the befi T^erfbrmers are the bejl fudges. He has only 
Horace againft him of the Antients, and 2)acier of the 
Modems, as is already obferved in this Eflay. I believe 
no Body will deny, but Mr. fFal/b before-mentioned was 
one of our beft Judges of Regularity and Wit, yet hardly 
any Body will fay he was one ofour beft Performers. There^ 
nothing morecommon with fmallGenius*sand fmall Judges, 
than to demand of allCriticks to write themfelves berore 
they criticife upon others Writings. They would ftare if it 
ftiould be faid, that Tkirfey knew no more of Poetry 
than he did of Philofophy, nor of Englip than of JEfe- 
brew 1 though it is very true, if it be underftood of the 
Art of Poetry, and the Beauty of Language $ yet, that 
he was a Performer, is I doubt not well known to the 
Do6ior, and well approved of. To teach us good Lan- 
guage by Exaniple, Dr. Fekon exprefles himfelf thus ele- 
gantly and unaffeaedly. When 1 wrote thefe Sheets^ n^ 
Lord Landfdown'5 ^oems lay difperfed up and down in 
the MifceUanies ^ but fome kind Hand^ as for Inftance the 
Bookfeller, upon a very laudable Motive, hath affembled 
thofe fcattered StarSy and added another Lyre to the Con* 
ftetlation ^ which, though it is meant, to do fingular Ho- 
nour to thofe Poems, mud: have an ill Efifcd; in aflrono- 
mical Obfervations $ it makes thirteen to the Dozen in the 
twelve Houfes, and mufi cavfe as much Confufion, as 
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tVhoJe needful Han.is their daily Food provide^ 
Anabyixhofe Jid they have their JVaitti fupfly*d : 
Tou arey my Lord^ the ^Poet^s earliefi Themes 
And tbefirjt Word he [peaks is Dorkt's Name: 

Were not the next Veffcs writteri on a Tomb Stone^ 
they Wou'd be very agreeable. They are Sen Johnfo7i'$ : 

Underneath this Stone doth lie 
Jls mtich f^irtue as coti^d die : 
Which nvhen alive did Figottrgive 
To as much Seauiy as cou'd live. 

is not this Pifture of Fenus in Talamon and Jrcite of 
the fame Kind : 

The Goddefs felfjbme noble Hand had wrotight^ ' 
Smilingjbejeemdy and full of piea/ing 'Ihought^ 
From Ocean^ as fie fir ft began to rife^ 
Jlndfmooth'd the ruffled Waves^ and cleared the SkieSi 
She trod the Srijie; all bare below the Sreaji^ 
And the green WaveSy but ill conceal' d the Reft: 
A Lute fie heliy and on her Head ims feen 
A Wreath of Rofes red^ and Myrtles green : 
Her Turtles fan*d the buxom Air above^ 
And by his Mother flood an Infant Love 
With Wings difplayU. 

Thefe Verfes out of 7)ryden\ St. Cecilia^ Ode a^c 
tery agreeable : 

Softly fweet in Lydian Meafures 
Soon he footh^d his Soul to VkafureSy 
Wary hejimgy is Toil and TrotHk; 
Honour but an empty Sttbble. 
Never endingy ftiU beginningy 
Bghtingftilly and ftill deftroyingi 
jfthe World is ijoorth thy Winningy 
Thinky Oh thinky it worth enjoying. 

j^ut as the finefl Meats are moft apt to Airfeit, Co too 
Qtany agreeable Thoughts together may flatten upon the 
Palate : And I /hall only add an Inftance in Profe, taken 
Out of Mr. Waller*B Letter to the Lady Lucy Sydney y ort 
the Marriage of her Sifter the Lady Dorothy ) who was 
liii Sachar^a;, 
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. l\/f^ T my Lady Dorothy, if ixn^ may yet call her foi 
•* '^ fifffisr as muchi ^^ have the like ^afflon for this 
ycung Lordi whom fie has f referred to the Reft of Man^ 
kindy as others have had for her 5 and may this Love be- 
fore the Tear goes about j make her tafte of the frft Curje 
imposed upon Woman-kind^ the Tains of^ becoming d Mo- 
ther, May the FirftJ?orn be none of her owfz Sex^ and 
may fie that always affeSed Silence and Retirednefs^ have 
the Houfe flPd with the Noife and Number oj her Chil- 
dren. May fie^ at laft^ arrive at that great Curfi much 
declined by fair Ladies^ Old Jge^ Sec. 

tjnder tfce Chafaftcrof Father S<M//&<Ji/ri*8 fine Thoughts 
may be put thefc Verfcs of Mr./fi/fer's, alluding to hi* 
gallant Foems upon Sacharijfa^ and: the Story of ^hosbus 
and !Daphne. 

Tet what hefafig in his immortal Strain^ 

^ho* unfiiccefsful^ was not Jung in Vain: 

Ml hut the Nymph that fiotild redrefs his Wrong 

Jittend his Taffion^ and approve his Song j 

Like Phoebus, thus acquiring unfougkt Traife^ 

He caught at Love^ and filPd his Arms with Says. 

Much of the fame Kind is tbi^ of the Lord Land^^ 
down]s on the fame Subjed : 

I'hy Seamy ^ Sidney, like AchJUes S'tioordi, 
Refifilefs ftands upon asfure Record^ 
^he foremofi Jieroe^ and the brightefi Dame 
Sothfung dlikefiaU have their Fate the fame. 

This Part of Mr. ^rior% Prologue fpolen befbte thd 
late Queen, is in the fine Way of Thinking : 

Let the young Auftrian then her Terrours bear^ 

Great as he is^ her 7)elegate in War. 

Let him in Thunder (peak to both his Spains, 

That in theje dreadful Jfles a Woman reigns : 

Whilft the bright ^en does on her SubjeSs fiow*jll 

The gentle Skjfwgs of her fofter fPowV, 

Givesjacred Morals to a vicious Jfge^ 

So Temples Zeal^ and Manners to the Stagey 
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JBids the chajle Mufe mthmt a Sht/b appear ^ 
Aid Wit be that^ ixhich Heaven andpe may hear. 

Of what Kind fhall we take this Image in Sterner 
to be ; 

J£s hattghty Helmet^ horrid aU mth Gold^ 
Sothgloriotis Srigbtnefs and great Terrour bred*y 
For all the Creft a 2)ragon did enfold 
With greedy VawSy and over alldidfpread 
lia golden Wtngs 5 bis dreadful hideous Head^ 
Clofe couched on the Sever^ feem*d to throw^ 
From flaming Mouthy bright Sparkles flery red^ &c» 

This of Co^'ky is jSnely thought i 

Now all the wide extended Sky^ 

And all tW harmonious Worlds on higK 

And Virgil'i facred Work fiaU dye. 

And this of Wailer to Queen Henrietta Afaria : 

A brave Romance who would exaStly frame ^ 
Fir ft brings his Knight from fome immortal {Dame^ 
And then a Weapon and a flaming Shield ^ 
Sright as his Mother's Eyes^ he makes him wield. 
None might the Mother of Achilles be^ 
Sut the fair Tearl and Glory of the Sea. 
fthe Man to whom Great Maro gives fuch Fame^ 
From the high Sed of heavenly Venus came. 
And our next Charles, whom all the Stars defign 
Zike WoTiders to accomplijhy fpringsfrom thine. 

And this to Zelinda : 

J' 

Faireft Viece of well formed Earthy 
Urge not thus your haughty Sirth 5 
7^he y^w V, which you have o'er us^ lies^ 
Not in your Race^ but in your Eyes. 

And thefe Verfes of Mr. Addifon to the Lord Haly 
Ufax: 

Oh Liberty^ thou Goddefs heavenly bright l 
^rofufe of SlifSy and Pregnant with "Delight 5 
Eternal jf^leajures in thy Trefence reign^ 
.^nd fmiling plenty leads thy wanton "frain^ * 
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J^%U of her Load, SubjeEtion grows more light; 
Jnd "Poverty looks chearful in thy Sight : 
Thou tnak'fi the gloomy Face rf Nature gay^ 
Giv'ft Seamy to the Sun, and "Pkafure to the 7)ay. 
Thcfe four Verfes, Part of the late Duke of Sucking- 

ham's Poem upon Hobbes, contain, as I conceive, a fine 

Thought : 

Snt fitch the Frailty is of humane Kind, 
Men toil for Fame^ which no Man lives to find 5 
Long rifning under Ground this China lies 5 
Fame bears no Fruit, till the vain planter dies. 

But the next Verfes contain a falle Thought, if I have 
a Right Conception of it : 

jind Nature tir*d with his unufual Length 
Of Life, which put her to her utmoft Strength 5 
So vajl a Soul, unable to fuffly, 
"Tofave herfelf, "jcas forced to let him die. . 

Whatever it is we underfland by Nature, we can have 
no fuch Idea of it, as to imagine Mr. Hobbes cou'd have 
been too iiard for it. 

Thefe Verfes of Mr. Waller, on W^fiminfter -Abbey 
efcaping a Fire, are finely imagined : 

So Snow on jEtna doesunraelted lie^ 

Whence rolling Flames, andfcattefd Cinders fiie : 

^fte dijla72t Country in the Ruinjhares,^ 

Wi^at falls jrcm Heaven the burning Mountain flares. 

Tho' fomc of thcfe fine Thoughts.are very nearly allied 
to theNoble, yet one may eafily perceive, that there is not 
fo much Dignity, tho*there may be as much Beauty in 
the One as in the Other. Thus alfo, as to delicate and 
iagree^ble Thoughts, they are as nearly related 5 but a 
I'hing mav be agreeable which is .not delicate, tho' it 
cannot be delicate, but it muft be agreeable : An agreea- 
ble Thought exprcfles it felf entirely 5 a delicate One 
leaves fomething to the Readers Imagination which is 
very flattering. 

As in this beauteous old Verfe of Chattcer\ prcfcrvM 
in 7)ryden\ Talamon and Arcite : 

* Virofe the Sun, and uJ>rofe Emily, 
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Had Chancer faid, Z7^ r^JJ the Stin, and then «/ rofe 
JBtnily brighter than the Sun, Fmily and the Reader 
v^ould have been entertained with only a common Com- 
plement 5 but now the Reader fills up the Thought him- 
ielf, and imagines that the Sun rofe to prepare the Way 
for fomething brighter than himfclf : ujp rofi Emily. 

Mr. Dryden^ in another place, 

Non» Day appears^ and with the 7)ay the King^ 

imitates Chaucer^ but the Delicacy is lofl, for there is no- 
thing more to be underilood by it, as there is in this Cou- 
J let of his to the Dutchefs of Ormond upon her going to 
reland before the late Duke, 

Ji Ormond'j Harbitiger^ to ytni they run^ 
For Venus is the Vromije of the Sun. 

There the Reader fills up theComparifon himfelf, and 
confcquently cannot but be pleas'd, as we are apt to be, 
M(ith every thing which we do our felves. 

The Delicacy of Thought is recommended to us by the 
SpeElator^ in this beautitul Paflage out of Milton^ where 
fitter the mod difmal Profpefl of Death, which the Heart 
of Man was ever terrify'd with» Mam is prefented with 
one of the gayeft Scenes with which it ever was de- 
lighted. 

When from the Tents^ behold 

A Seavy of fair Women richly 'gay ^ 

In Jems and wanton !DreJi. To the Harp they fang 

Soft amorous fDitties^ and in Dance came on. 

he Men^ tho' Grave ^ efdthem^ and let their Eyes 
Rove withotit Rein^ 'till in the amorous Net 
Firjl caught^ they likd^ and each his liking chofe. 
And now of Love they treaty till the Evening Star 
Zcve^i Harbinger appeared 5 then all in Heat • 
^hey light the Nuptial STorch^ and bid invoke 
Hymen ; Thenfirji to Marriage Rights invok% 
frith Feafl afidMuftck^ all the Tents refound 5 
Smh happy Interview^ and fair Event 
Of Love and Touth not loft : Songs, Garlands^ Flowers^ 
And charming Symphonies attach the Heart 
Qf Adam. — — 1-— — 
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The Reader takes in the Infeflion all along in Read- 
ing as Adam docs in feeing, and imagines at the End of 
the Defcription thePleafure o( Jldam'^s Imagination. 

Is there not Delicacy in thefe Vcrfes oiMx. Walkrs up- 
on a Lady% Girdle^ which leave the Reader much niorq 
to be imagin'd than is exprcft. 

No Monarch but rxoiildgive his Crown^ ^ 
Ilisjrms might do ivhat this has done. 
J^y j^yr ^y Grief, my tiope^ my Love^ 
iDid'allmthin thii Circle mcye^ 
A narrow Comf'afs, and yet there 
fDsxells all that^s good^ and all thafsjair. 
Giv^me but ixhat this Ribbon bounds 
lake all the Refi the Sun goes round. 

Vather SouhourSy in his Maniere de bienfenjer^ befida^ 
thefe feveral Kinds of Thoughts, has the true^ the beati^ 
tijtil, the fofi, the natural, the Jimjfle, the gay, and ma-? 
dy more, which has fpun the Subjeft fo very fine, 
that it will not endure handling but by very tender 
ringers. 

1 rue Thoughts and falfe Thoughts are often confound- 
ed, efpeciaily, if there's any Point, Glittering or Glaring 
in the Latter. Something like diftinguiftiing the one from 
the other is attempted in the Guardian^ N" no. But I 
cannot help thinking that it does not dgferve the Recom- 
mendation with which it is introduced in that Paper. We 
arq told, the Remarks are very curious and juft, and mufk 
of Confeqvenqe conclude, the Applaufe which the Au- 
thor finks, becaufe *twas in favour of himfelf, was fo too. 
A very pretty V/ay of returning a Compliment which he 
could not accept of \yithout Offence to his Modeftyj but, 
I humbly^ conceive, the Remarks are not very curious, if 
they are juft 5 the fame having been made a Hundred 
times before the publilhing of them in the critical Letter 5 
and vfhoever would be at the Trouble of takingtDryden 
and Zee^s Trage4ies to pieces, would find enough of the 
like Curiofities. 

The firft is, Zee makes one of his Perfons a Cartefian 
Philofopher, 2 or 3000 Tears before TJefiartes was born ; 
Why did not the Critick remember this too in the fame 
Tragedy Oedijmsl 
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As oft J have at Athens ficf^^ 



ftlbe Stage arife^ and the big Clouds defcenJ. 

Several Hundred Years before there was fuch a Thihg 
heard of as a Stage at Athens. 

The next Thing this Critick takes notice of, is 2)ryr 
den*s m2i\imgCkomenes a Copernican 2000 Years before 
Copernicus^s Time. The Reft qf the Criticifms turn vpon 
tlie Improbability that Don Sebaftian King of 'pcmigal 
underfiood Latin, tho' he never prayed to God in any other 
Language 5 or that the Emperor of Sarbary had ever 
heard of the Names of Sacchus^ Cufid^ Cafior^ and 5P(?/- 
lux^ or the Mufti of Archimedes^ tho' ^e arc credibly in- 
formed, that mofl of the Greek and Roman Learning was 
tranflated into jlrabick 5 and it is well known that the A- 
rabjans \i^ere the greateft £ncouragers of Arts and Scien* 
ces for three or four Centuries, when they were buried alt 
over Chriftendom under the Rubbi/h of Monkerv an4 
Barbarifm 5 and the Revivers of Learning were ooliged 
to them for their Tranilations and Comments, which were 
turned into Latin out of Arabick. I have not only read 
of a Tranflation of Arijlotk with Comments by Aben 
Rots, and of Euclid by Naffh" Eddyn^ with Notes, but of 
an AraHick Ovid^ where the Fable is the Foundation of 
the Work, and feveral other Claflicks in the Arabick 
Tongue. How eafy vfrould it be to fill u|> fuch Critical £- 
piflles as that in the Guardian with as juft and curious 
Remarks out of the beft Epick Poets ! How has Chaucer 
confounded the Sacred Scripture Hiflory with Pagai^ 
Fables : 

T'here by the Fount Narciflus //« V alone : 
7*here Sampfon was^ and mjer Solomon : 
Medea*i Charms were there. 

Dryden from Chauc. 

Artoflo does the fame in the xxxii Book of Orlando 
Furiop : 

JofhuaV 2)ay feemed Iborter than the fame^ 
Shorter didfeem thefalfe Amphytrion'j Night. 

Harrington* 
The fame docs Tajo, Canto iv of his yierufanme: 

^here where Ciknos fottl and hathfome Rout -y 
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7' he Sphinecs, Centaurs 5 there 'xhere Gorgon V felU 
There homing Scilla's, yanvling round abotit: 
There Serf ents hifs.there feven fnmth'dHydrsJsyell^ 
Chimera ttere ffiies Fire and Srimjione out^ 
Jlnd Polyphemus blind fuforteth Hell. 

Fairfax. 

All underftood of the Hell, which is the Punifhment 
of the Damned, according to the Chriftian Theology, and 
here confptinded with the fabled Empire of Q^lmo, Spen- 
cer too mixes Scripture Hiftory with the Fable ; Canto ix, 

The Tears of Neftor nothii^ ivere to his^ 
Ne yet Methufalem, tbo* hngefi livd j 
For he remembred both their Infancies. 

Nay Milton himfelf adorns the ^andamonium with 
Dorick Pillars, while M^^in and Fioe lived in the So-iten 
of Paradife before Man had a Houfe to put his Head 
in : 

^ikjlers round 
Were Jet ^ andlJorick pillars overlaid 
With golden Arcbitra/ve. 

He alfo borrows the Rivers of the Hell of the Heathens 
for his ChriAian Poem : 

Abhorred Styx, the Flood of deadly Hate^ 
Sad Acheron of Sorrow , black and deef^ 
Cocytus nanfd^ of Lamentation hud 
Heard on her rueful Stream. . Fierce Pblegeton, 
Whofe Waves of torrent Fire inflame with Kage.' 
Far off from thefe a flew and filent Stream 
Lethe -the River of Oblivion rolls x 
Which 
Mcdufe uoith Gorgonian Terror guards. 

It has been hinted elfewhere, that 'tis ungenerous to 
criticife on ^ryden'% Conduft and Sentiments, which *ti« 
jplain he varied at Pleafure, and wrote like a great Original, 
wbofe Example was to be a Rule to others, and himfelf 
to take Rules from none ^ but it is not true, as we read in 
the above-cited Guardian^ That his very Faults have more 
'Beamy tnthemy than the mofl elaborate Com^ojitions qf 
- many m,ore correfi Writers ; For I will repeat fome few 
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Lines that arc monftrous, and then let the Reader judgo 
how they can be beautiful, 

^'Ttsfajfe^ Jbe is not ill, nor can fie be x 
She mufi be chafie^ becaufefie's lov'd hy me. 

— rilfjueeze thee like a Sladder, 

Or make thee groan thy ^e^aixay in Air. 

She *who dares love^ and for that Love dares die^ 
uind knowing this, dares yet hve on, am L 

Good Heaven thy Book cfFate before me lay, 
Sut to tear out the journal ef this 2)ay, 

Sut take what Friends, tvhat Jrmies thou canfl bringy 
fVhat Worlds, and when you are united All, 
I* hen Iwillthtmier in your Ears 5 fie Jb all. 

Fight, love, defpair'j 

And I can do all this, becaufe' I dare. 

What are ten thmfand StfbjeSis, (uch as they ? 
If I am fiom'd, VU take my felf away. 

T^hou Jhalt not wifi her thine, thoufialt not dare 
'To be Jb impudent as to difpair. 

There's not a Star of thine dares ftay with thee^ 
ril whijlle thy tame Fortune after me. 

I cannot repeat any more of it : Thefe are Mr. Shy" 
den\ Faults, in which, according to the Gtiardian, there 
are more Beauties than in the moft elaborate Pieces of 
more correal Writers. I confefs it grieves me to mention 
fuch Enormities as thefe are : For no Man can do more 
juftice to Mr. 2)ryden'^ fruitful Imagination, and harmo- 
nious Verification than my felf: But it does not there- 
fore follow, that even Eriout in him is more beautifol than 
Kegularitv in others. 

It 1 had more Room, and moreLeifure, I fhould have 
endeavoured to explain the Difference between the feve- 
ral Ways of Thinking. Some of diem I have attempted, 
and I hope it may flir up a greater Grenius, to do in £ng- 
lifi as Pei« SouUurs has, done in French, which would 
introduce a beautiful and juft Manner both in Thought 
and EscpreiQion. It wouM then be known why it is that 
Archbilhop TiUotJbn and Bilhop Sjfrat are both dl^em'd 
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Matters of the Eitglip Language ; why SitWiUiam 7em^ 
fk^ and Sir Roger VEjtravge^ the Tatkr^ and the 
SpeSator^ arc general! jj fpoken of as fine Writers 5 though 
their Manner is as different as their Faces. £very Thing 
that pleafes in Writing is with us, as I have already hint- 
ed, relblved into Wit, whether it be in the. Thought or 
the Exprcffion. Nay fame ^ fays the Spedator, c^rry tloe 
Notion ofWitfo far^ as to afcribe it to ^uns and ^ib- 
bks^ and even to external Mimickry^ and to look ufon a 
Man as an ingenious Vernon that can reCemble the ^om^ 
Gejlure^ or Face of another. With fuch admirable Judges 
as thefe. Sir Ifaac Newton's Difcourfe of Fhtxions is very 
witty, as the Machine called the Orrery was faid to be 
very 'xittify contrived. With thefe Eficourt^ Tenketb* 
ntanjZni even Norris are Wits, as the Spaniards take the 
jipes to be, and that they won*tfpeak bccaufe they would 
pot work. I have known two or three A3ors who got into 
Vogue by Grimace onlv, and a£ting Parts that had nei* 
ther V7it nor Senfe in tnem. 

Every one of the Kinds of right Thinking ba^ its op-o 
pofite, as every Virtue has its Vice 5 and the Sublime 
efpecially is apt to be miflaken in the Pomp and Puffinef^ 
of Defcripdon. Of this Kind is that Pafl&ge, where 
Mr. Eachard defcribes the Sea-Fight between the Englifi 
^nd the tDmcb^ in the Time of the Rump. 

*' The Battle grew fo fierce and fo furious, that there 
" were fcarce any Thing to be feen but Mafts overturn^4 
*^ into the Sea, Splinters flying on all Sides, Sails rent 
** and torn in Pieces, Cables and Cordage cut in funder : 
** How it terrifies one! In one Place a f^ejfel boarded, and 
** in a Moment the Men chaced offer blown up with the 
" Decks into the Air. Four or Eve Hundred Men would 
** not have wade a Figure dreadful enough unkfs the 
^ Wooden fDecks had gone along with them. And in 
** another was feen a Ship fwallow*d up by the Waves 
** with feveral Hundreds of Men, and the Sea tum*d 
^ red with Human Gore, and covered wth dead Bodies;* 
«f and floaring Parts of fcatter*d Ships. Whafs the Rea- 
" fon that we freeze in the midft ofjo much Fire ? T'his is 
^ what the French call the Cold and the ^uerik Stile 
'* Again 5 All which inflead of difinaying the Comba- 
'* tants, (ervM only to excite their Ragei and cnflame 
^ them to a more cruel and im{4acable Slaughter $ and 
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** the continual Outcries of miferable wounded Wretches 
** renderM them but the more bloody minded, and rouz'd 
** them to a more cruel and remorfelefs Revenge. The 
** rifing Coafts on both Sides the Channel were vi- 
** olentJy fhaken with the refounding Thunders of the 
** roaring Ouns, and thofc engag'd feem'd to bd involved 
" in the Wreck of Nature. " 

This Fight was over againft the Ifland of^ortland^ and 
I really believe the pronouncing of thefe Words, roaring 
Guns^ refounding I'htinders^ rijing Coafts^ Wreck of Nature^ 
among the Rocks under the Light-houfes, would have 
as good anEfFeflwhhtheHclpof Eccho, asaBroadfide 
at- Sea, which the Hiflorran amires us at the fame Time 
fhook the Hills of England and France. Whence comes 
it that we read all this without the lead Emotion, where 
there is fo much Affeflation to move ? Are we not fo ftun'd 
tvith the Sound that the Senfe is lofl in it, and we are 
no moreconcem'd than at the Sight of a Storm in a Half- 
penny Pifture ? Tiryden lets us a little into this Secret in 
ftis Treface to T'roil and Crefs, He is Ipeaking of th* 
puflEy Style, the common ^raSice of thoje fVriterSy who 
not mng abk to infufe a natural ^affion into the Mind^- 
have made it their Sujinefs to flf the Ears^ and tofiun 
their Judges by the Noife. A better Judge than Mr. x)ry- 
den lias dire^ed us in this Matter. 

T'he Words^ *u.'hich in Magnificence abound^ 
Grow tedious oft, and lofe themfelves in Sound. 

Rofi. 

'This Wav of Writing is much mofe eafy than that 
which is truly great and fublime, as in Liquors, 'tis eafier 
to give them Ferment and Froth, than Spirit and Purity. 
T'here are more Juthors, fays Dryden, who can make a 
fompotis !Defcri/ftion, than who can txirite with an equal 
and natural Stile. He adds,, that Shakefpear himfelt did 
jiot dittinguifh the bhwnftiffy Stile from true Sublimity y 
which could not wholly be attributed to the Time, be- 
caufe we meet with the true Sublimity very often in Sfen- 
cer and Fairfax, who were both Contemporaries with 
Shakefpear, and Spencer much the elder. Two Lines of 
Sirjchn 2)enham% on a like Subjeft with that oiEchard^ 
£Us <)ne with Horrour and Amazement. 

"Toft 
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Tcft by a Whirhoind cftemfefiuous Ere, 
A I'hwfand Wretches in the Air expire. 

Mr. Addijfin obfcrvcs after ^ere Souhours^ That it is 
imfojjibk jor any thought to be beautiful^ "johich is not 
jujif and has not its Foundation in the Nature ofj'hings: 
^hat the Sajis of all JVit is Truths and that no Thought 
can be valuable^ of which good Senfe is not the Ground- 
'work. Therefore when Mr. JEchard writes his OxceUency 
for his Exceikficy^ fpcaking of the Parliament's General 
the Earl of Ejfex, the Tyrannical Parliament for the 
yri^««;^/ Parliament, the New Noddle for the New Model 
with rei^o3 to the Army, and the like, we are not to be 
impofea upon by him, and to take it upon his bare Word 
for Wit. Neither is there any Wit at all in his burleC- 
quing fuch Phrafes as thefej "Prefince ofGod^ S^ek- 
tf« the Lord, Call of God, Jefus Chrifi, 6cc. Which he 
alfo would impofe upon us for Witipifms. 

His Dcfcriprions are not all fo lofty and founding as 
that of the Sea-Fight, particularly when he paints Oliver 
Oromwel, without his Breeches, running away ftom the 
Cavaliers in his fDratvers only, and then turning back 
upon them and beating them. Of this Kind is tne in- 
comparable Pifture of the Aldermen of Gloucefier : Their' 
Vifages 'xere fale, lean, and ugly 5 their Goaths firang^ 
and unufual 5 their Voices pert, prill, andfearlefs 5 Am- 
bafladors from the godly City of Gloucefter. His Si- 
miles are not more elevated, efpccially that where he 
compares the Silent and ViSoriaus General Monk tp 
* a Cat, and General Lambert to a Motife. He watched 
him as a Cat watches a Moufe, a iingular Proof of hrc 
PerfeSion in Eloquence*, which naturally leads us to -Er- 
freffion, and I doubt not the Hiftorian thinks a finer 
Hiflorical Stile than his own is not to be met with. 

As in Thoughts fo in Expreffion, we in England are 
apt to confound all the various Kinds under the general 
Terms of good Language, and a fine Stile. The Sublime^* 
the Natural, theDidaaick, the Narrative, theTragick,* 
the Comick, the Polite, the Afieded, are feldoiA righdy 
diftinguifh'd, and the latter very often miftaken for the 
Polite. The Admirers of Mr. JEfci&^ri'sHiftory do, doubt^ - 
lefs, take what follows to have as much of the Sublime' 
in it as the Englifo Tongue is capable of. It introduces^ 
the glorious Reign of King Charles IL Havsf^ 
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two Signs of the Harp in . a ftiort Lane. The Modcfly 
of the tbUowing PafTage adds as much to its Merit as to 
the Truth of it : If I offered any Thing which is not: 
comm&nLy obferved^ I hofe it ivill not be inter freted any 
Singularity^ but Jiich as may render your Lordfifip more 
emment and difiingttified in the World ^ and having taughc 
his noble Pupil what he ihould imitate, he gives him 
warning what he fhould avoid, and that is the Reading 
any Thing written by a Presbyterian : What crude indi- 
gefied Volumes I How many tedious Sheets without jfrgu-- 
went or Confijlency, are the Writings of [ome of the Dif- 
fenters 1 whom does he mean, fuch as Sates^ Manton^ 
How^ Tool^ Ckrkfon^ Alfof^ &c. He and fomc other 
good Church-Criticks make Tresbyterianifm to be a Sort 
of Hellebore^ if you do but fnuff it up in your Nofe you 
run mad immediately. Thence it is, that the ^resby^ 
terians are tcimeA tanatici^ by the learned and fober 
Writers of our two famous Univerfities. Is it expefiedj^ 
that every Orthodox DoiSlor fhould know as much as 
Bifliop Stillingfieety or write as well as Archbifhpp Tillot' 
fon ? Where is the Reafon or Juflice of cenliiring a 
£ody of Men for the Enthufiafm and Ignorance of a few ? 
Would this Doftor fuffer the Tables to be turn*d, and a 
Judgement to be made of the Writings of good Church- 
men, by the Argument and Confiflency of the Works, with 
which the learned World are obliged by thofeof the Coun- 
try Clergy, whofe Pieces can crawl totne Prefs, whether in 
Profcor Verfe, Meditations or Hymns. J do verily believe 
he did not think of Dr. Sates^ when he fell thus furiouflv 
on Diflenters, or had ever feen any of his Writings, which 
are as polite as the.Politefl of our Age 5 the Sentiments as 
pious, as great, as noble, and as juft, according to th& 
Subjedl, and the Language as pure and as harmonious. 
What can be more fo, than this PafTage of his Harmo-^ 
fiy of the divine j^ttributes^ fpcaking of the Fall of Mam: 
4*rodigiotis Tride! He wasfiarce out of the State of No- 
thingy nofooner created but he afpired to be as God 5 not 
content with his Image ^ he wot/Ja rob God of his Eternity 
to livemthom Endi qf his Sovereignty to command with- 
cut tDefendance ^ of his Wifdom to know aU Things with-- 
. cut Referve, Infinite Injoience! that Man the Son of 
JEarthJbrgerful of his Original^Jhould ufurf the Preroga- 
tives^ which are ejfentiaf to the 2)eity^ andfet bimfelf up^ 
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a real Jdol^ was a Strain qf the fame Arroganoy nvhicB 
ccrrufted the Mgek. This is what Dr. Felton calls ^refr. 
byterian Crudity. It is ftrange, but it is true^ that thens 
3s a Nanownefs of Soul, and a Conceit in fome of our 
£cclefiafticks founded on the Eftablifhmcnt which we do 
not meet with in others ^ nay, not in thofe who pretend 
to Supremacy and Infallibility. Father Sauhours^ th<)ugh 
as zeal6us a Jefuit as any in France^ yet had fo juft a 
Notion of every one's Merit in polite Learning, thaf he 
fireely owns the ^Refinement of the French Tongue^ and 
the French Manners was owing to thofe of the reformed 
Religion, even to Tresbjterians. Nous devons aux dernieres 
£krefies unejartie de P En^belhjfement de notre Langue^iS 
de lafoliteffe de notre Sieck^ 

And anothljr French Bigot tells us s One of their Hiftb-^ 
fians has obferved^ that the pretended Reformers beg{in to 
ffeak irell and^itenvell^ and ^ere the Firft thatfoeived 
the Way to others. They were all of them Presbyterians ; 

«——«-. Parvos femando libellos 
Sucratis populumq^ rudem amorcando parblis. 

Our Staunch Cri ticks will not allow, that a Treshyte^ 
fian ever had or could have any Wit or any Eloquence,' 
though it was only to make an ill Ufe of it. Ko, no 
Body muft be well-bom or well-bred, that is without the 
Pale. No Man muft be brave, nor Woman beautifuL 
The Men are all painted with Cropt Hair, and the Wo« 
men with Forehead-Cloaths, unlefs they afifent and con- 
i%nt. No Wit, no Language, no Honour, nor any Thing 
that's good, is to be had any more than Matrimony withr 
out a Licence. Vide Grand Rebellion^ and Uix.Echar^d 
mjioty of England. 

I am fo vc^ well entertained with jDryden's Virgil^ 
that I am glad to meet with any Excufe for his Tranfla* 
tion ; and would allow Dr. Felton\ that the Faults are to 
be afcribed fartly to fome jDefeSs of our Language 5 if the 
Doctor himfelf, a: few Lines before, had not faid of the 
&me Language, that it is capable of aU the Seautyj 
Strength^ and Stgnificancy of the Greek and Latin. The 
Faults which have been generally found with Xhyden asf. 
to Virgil^ have been his miftaking or altering the Senfe of 
the Ori^al, and turning the Epick Stile into Ekgiaclu 
I doubt not but the Englifti Tongue ha$ Expreffioo for 
3 JEiiglifb' 
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JSf^Ufo Sentiments, let them be ever €o great and flib« 
lime ^ but I may very well doubt whether it has Di^Hon 
equal to the Strength and Dignity of the Ilias^ without 
the Helps Milton made ufe o^as compounding of Word« 
and reviving fome old Teutonicks, which would look very 
uncouthly among the Sofcnefles and Gingles of our fine 
Writers of late. 

I wifli the Dodor had explained how he would have 
us to underAand him^ when he informs us, that to tranf- 
late well is more difficult than to write well 5 by which 
he intimates, that to form a Fable for a great ana impor- 
tant Action, to mark the CharaAers witn fuitable Senti- 
ments, to condufl the One and maintain the Other with 
Art and Elevation diverfify*d with proper Epifodes 5 
through fuch a Work as the liias^ is ro tar from being 
the principal Part of an Ffick Poem that it is no Pare 
at all $ for with all this the Tranflator has nothing to do. 
The Labour and Merit of it, according to Dr. Pslton^ 
confift in the Language and Verfes, in finding Words to 
exprefs the A6lion and Sentiments, and to adorn thofe 
Words with Numbers and Harmony. This is all that is 
ncccffarv in a Tranilation 5 and being alfo but fome Parts 
of the Original, it cannot be more difficult to do a Part 
than to do the Whole. Can one fuppofe, that to write 
fuch a Hiftory as Mr. JEchard^s fix)m printed Books, writ* 
ten Books, from the Hearfay and Report of Men, Women 
and Children, is more difficult than to contrive and write 
fuch a One as the Cajfandra of Calfrenade ? or in plain 
Englifiy that to invent and tell a Story, is much eafier 
than the bare telling it only ? It needs no Refie£bion. 
If the Verfion of Homer had been bom when he wrote; he 
muft of Confequence have preferred it to the Ilias^ which 
would have coft the Tranflator's Modefly, as much as Sir 
Richard Steele's to be put upon a Comment on Homer 
and Firgil. My Lord Rofcommon has explain'd this Mat* 
ter to us fufficiently : 

7'hottgh Comfofition is the mbkr Tart^ 
Tet good Tranflation is no eajy Art. 

Monfieur Maucroix^ who tranflated Cicero into French^ 
writes thus of tranflating to Monfieur Soileau : Tou have 
told me more than once^ that TranJIation is not the Way to 
Jbnmortahty^ and he excufes his meddling with it, on 
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I have aimed to be literal here, the better to explain 
fDacier^s Remarks. Tifere are conpderabk Faults in this 
^Tranflatim^ fays Monfieur jDacier^ he has forgotten the 
Efitbet jraAnT^cwror, whicb marks Ulyffes'i CharaQer 5 1^ 
negkSs the Circumfiance that makes us moft concerned for 
him^ •< ^-^« ^^yxfir,^ 'xho wandered a long 2lme^ he fays 
in a loqfe Way^ after the Taking of Tioy $ whereas^ tt ts 
in Homer after having ruined Troy* Now, if Horace^ 
who had ftudied and admired Homer fo much, as to make 
him a Pattern for all future Writers of Heroick Poems, 
could miitake three Times in tranflating two Lines, what 
a Difcouragement muft it have been to thofe who knew 
how he had fucceeded in attempting it ? ^Tis true, no 
Poet will ever undertake a Tranflator with more Advan- 
tage than the laft Tranflation of Homer had 5 for be- 
fides Eight or Ten Verfions in Latin^ Italian ^ French^ &c. 
there are Three or Four in Eftglifo $ a Profe Tranflation 
by Madam 2)acier^ and a Gut-load of Comments in all 
Languages. I am fatisfy'd fo good a Verfifyer as the 
,Tramlator of the Ilias might with thofe Helps, have 
made a very good Tranflation, without underftanding any 
mote Greek than my felf^ and nothing in the World 
.could have been more eafy, than out of one Commentator 
.to have corre3ed another, and to have altered and amend- 
ed the Reading in the Name of any of the Criticks, 
from Eufiathius down no SDacier. I do not boafl of being 
Mafler of Greek enough to read Homer with fo much 
. Pleafure in the Original as I could do in a good Verfion^ 
and it is much to be queflion'd, whether every one that 
. can read him in the Original do underfland what they 
read :' Several Ladies andGentlemen have fubfcribedfor 
Chaucer of the Chrift-Church Edition, but I doubt very 
much whether they underfland him or not, and whether 
a great many, who can read Greeks do really know what 
they read* One of the greatefl Matters of the Greek 
flongue^ in our Time, has often aueftion*d whether there 
were Twenty Men in Englana who underftood the 
Strength, Beauty, and Elegance of that Language, tho* 
there are a Thouf^nd that pretend to it. He repreftnted 
it as a Study for a Man's Life, and I am confirmed in 
this Judgement by what Menage tells us of himfelf, and 
others upon this SubjefK *T\% well known Menage wrote 
feveral Things in week^ particularly fame Odes in Imi- 
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tation of Anacreony which areoiot thought inferiour to the 
^eian Poet's j y* ay tonjoursjait beaiicouf de cas de cetix 
qtnfavent k grec^ &c. He airways highly valued thofe that 
miderfiood Greek. He does not mean to conftrue and 
parfe it as Boys do at School, which is the mod of what 
we find in thofe who pretend to be Matters of it. With- 
out this Zapguage^ continues he, a Man can*t be [aid to 
be more, than half Learned: Monjieur Coulicr^ Monfieur 
de Treville, and Monfieur Bigot, are the only Men i7z 
France, *who can read the Greek Fathers in the Original. 
I fuppofe the Fathers are not fo difficult as Homer with 
refpeft to the Tongue at leaft $ for the Language of Po- 
etry is peculiar to it, a made Language compounded and 
metaphorical. If it be fo, the Tranflation of the Jlias^ 
from the Greek of Hotner^ muft fhew the Tranflator to 
be a greater Matter of the Greek Language than all the 
Learned Men in France except Three, and all the Learn- 
ed Men in England except about Twenty. For my own 
Part, I confefs, I make bold with all Kinds of Verfions 
to help me out in Originals, and am not afham'd to do 
as Menage did 5 I own I do not underftand Pindar enotigh^ 
fays he, to take ^leafure in him. I have heard Pindar 

2 noted a Hundred 1 imes by Perfons who were very far 
om being fo modeft as Meitage^ and fully fatisfy'd 
themfelves that they underttood him as well as the Grd^^ 
cianSy to whom he read his Odes^ tho* I fufpeSed the 
contrary. Menage^ again 5 / never read a Greek j^uthor 
^without having before read the tranflation. 

I do not infinuate any thing to depreciate the Tranflator 
of Homer*s excellent Performance, which, as I have ob- 
icrv'd, has the Merit of the moft pure and harmonious 
Diftion and Verfification 5 but to hint a little of the Con- 
(ufion of our Tafte, and the Irregularity of our Judge- 
inent, which like Things for Beauties which they have 
not, and not for thofe which they have. Thus the Ver- 
lion of Homer is lik*d as a Tranflation of the beft Bjffick 
Poem that ever was written, and not for the Softnefs and 
Sweetnefs of the Elegy, which are every where to be 
met with, as where the God Apollo appears in the Shape 
of Agenor : 

Hies from the furious Chief in this iDi^uife^ 
The furious Chief fiiU follows as he flies., 
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This IS what the French call Jeu des Motij playing 
upon Words, and what 2)ry4k«'8 K/r^/7 is full of, the' h<E^ 
knew as well as any Body that it was a Fault : J'he Turn 
of Thoughts^ and Wbrds^ fays he, is the chief I'aknt of 
the French ; but the Epick "foem is too ftately to receive 
fuch littk Ornaments^ wtiich would have been in Per- 
fection in a Verfion of Ovid^ and very little agrees with 
WaUer in his Epiftle to my Lord Rofcommon 5 

JVell foundivg Verfes are the Charm ite ufe^ 
Heroick Thought Sy and Virtue to infufe : 
Things of dee f Senfe^ ijcemay in ^r^e unfold ^ 
Sut they mvue more^ in hfty Numbers told : 
Sy the ktidTrtmfety ithich our Courage aidsy 
We learn that Sound, as iveff as Senfe, ^erfijoades. 

In thefe Things our Taftc is ftrangcly confin'd : pro* 
vided the Verfes run fmoothly, and the Language is 
foft and harmonious, we think it is fine : Let the Subjeft 
be a SoreaSy or a Zejffhyr ; Nay, I do not qucfiion but the 
Couplet I quoted out of the Engiifi Homer is reckon'd one 
of the finettofthe Verfion by Ladies, and Gentleman who 
judge like Ladies, and who are the Kine in Ten of all 
Readers of Poetry. I confefs, I am much more pleas'd 
with the following Verfes, as rough apd rumbling as they 
are, becaufe they participate ot the Roughneis of the 
Thing which is imaged to us, 

Jvmfing high o^er the Shrubs tfthe rough Ground^ 
Rattte the ciatteringCarSy and thefrcckt Jlxles bound. 

When fuch aflimilating the Sound to the Senie is not 
affected 'tis very agreeable ^ but when there is any Force 
or AffeClation in it, 'tis puerile and diflaflefuL 

The following Defcription of the Poetical Fire, which 
fcveial Poets were enflam'd with, feems to be (bmewhat 
deficient, and to want farther Explanation 3 efpecially 
where the Tranflator tells us, Milton's Fire is like a 
Furnac€y but Shakefpear'5 like a Fire from Heaven : 
Virgil's like a Kennii:g'Glafs y and Lucan^s and Sta- 
tius*s like Lightning. The Kenning-Glafs fhould have 
given me no Manner of Difiurbance : But why is Mil- 
ton^s Cekflial Ere compar*d to that which deftroy 'd the 
Three Children 5 the Fire of a Furnace is boifterous and 
voracious, con{iuniiig whatever is within its Reach. Mil- 
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$m^s Fire, like that of the Sun, warms and enlivens 3 and 
if ever any was fetch'd from Heaven, 'twas that, which 
ihines with fo much radiant £rightnefi throughout his 
whole Poem. I was the more fhockt with this Mifrepre* 
fentation of Mikoh*^ Fire, for that there's fomething 
burlefque in the very Expreffion, a Ftimace^ and one 
can't help being jealous that this PaQage of Htidibras 
might give the liint for it. 

Talgol, 'w)oo had long foffeft 
BnflamedRage in ghwing Sreafi^ 
JVhicb now began to rage^ and burn as 
Implacably as Flame in Furfiace. 

Tho' I am very far from taking 2)ryden to be a per- 
fed Matter of Criticlfm, yet I do not think his Defici- 
ency proceeded from Want of Judgement fo much as from 
InconSftency and Vanity, and an Opinion that he was 
Tvrant of ^amajjus^ and might govern by Will and 
Pjeafure inflead of Law and Reafon. I have obferved 
clfewhere that he adapts his Prefaces to the Circum- 
fiances of every Play and Poem, and very often coptra- 
di£ls in one what he had faid in another : Nay, in his 
Eflay on Dramatick poetry ^ the Contradi£iion is within a 
few Lines of the Aflcrtion, as thus 5 T'here is no Thea- 
ter in the fVorld has any ^hing fo abft/rd as the Englilli 
Tragi-Comedy, which he confirms by this Verfe 5 

Jtqiurfem & Tiigiles media inter Carmina pofcunt. 

And a little after 5 / cannot but condtUe^ to the Ho^ 
noiir of our Nation^ that we have invented^ encreafed^and 
ferfe^ed^ a tnore fleafant Way of Writing than was ever 
Known to the jSntients or Moderns of any Nation^ which 
is Traei-Comedy. One (f the moji monfirous Inventions^ 
fays the Sfe3ator^ that ever entered into the Toefs 
Thought. An Author might as well think of weaving the 
Adventures of iE)neas and Hudibras itao one ^oem^ as of 
wrifing fuch a motley Viece of Mirth and Sorrow. What- 
ever others thought of Mr. ^yden\ Critlciims, he did 
himfelf full Juftlce, and feem'd to defpife all other Cri- 
ticks at the Ume Time that he laid himfelf moft open to 
chem. Thefe little Critioks do not well confider nvhat the 
Work rf the Voet is^ and what the Graces of a ^oemz 
the ^tory is the leaft ^m of either. Prcf. to Moch-Afirol. 
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Againft him is every Critick, ancient and modern, from 
Ariftotle to Rimer ^ and more than all of them againfb 
him is his own felf. In another Place he writes thus $ 
^he Fable is without doubt the chief' ^art of a 7ra%edy^ 
becaufe it contains the jl6lion^ and the ARion contains the 
Hafpinefs or Mifery^ ivhich is the End of tragedy. With- 
out the Fabk the ^}*oet^ who had otherixtfe good Manners^ 
Sentiments^ and fDiElion^ would no more have made A 
regular ^oem^ than a fainter would have made a 
. good ^iBure that had mingled Slue^ Tellow^ Red^ and 
other Colours cbnfufedly together. I do not mention thefe 
Things to leflen Mr. T)ryden\ great Charafter as a 
Poet 5 but to (hew how well Dr. FeUon could judge of it, 
when he recommended him to us as a Critick. Againft 
Mr. ^Dryden^ as to the Story ^ is Rafin^ who he affures 
us would be alone fufficient^ were all other Criticks lofi^ 
to teach a-new the Rules of Writing, Againft his Ra- 
fin we find theTranflator cH Homer in an extraordinary 
Manner in his Notes on the Fifth Iliad, I hope it did 
not arife from any Refentment for that Jefu3t*s reflefting 
on thofe Poets who (eem to place the Eflence of Poetry 
in fine Language, and fmooth Verfe, to which he afcribes 
its prefent Dccav. As if the Art confifted only in purity 
ana Ex aBnefsoj Language : 7'his indeed f leafed well^ and 
was much to the Advantage rf Women that had a Mind- 
to be tampering in Writing Verfe : 7'hey found it their 
Concern to give Vogue to this Kind of Writing^ of which 
they were as capable as the mofi ^art cf Men : For all 
the Secret was no more than to makefome little eafy Verfes^ 
in which they were content if they cmCd drefs fame foft 
paffonate Thoughts^ &c. The moft of our modem 
Poets being interefted in this Affair, I /hall fay no more 
of it. 

I have hinted more than once, that fuch Poets, and 
their Admirers, aInK)ft always miftake Affeftation for 
Beauty, and I wonder the Tranflator of Homer (hould 
give them the leaft Countenance by his Example 5 for I 
am very much deceiv'd if there is a more affe£led Period 
in the Englifr Tongue than what follows : Nothing is 
more lively and Piaurcfque than the Attitude ^Patro- 
clus is defcrib^din 5 T'he Pathctick of his Speech isfinely 
contrafted by the Ficrtc of Achilles. Again, 7i?ere*5 
fomething inexpreffibly riant in the Compartments of 
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Achilkfh Shield. In the Spedator, K^ 2^7. you read 
thus ; l^hB lafi Fault 'uohich I Jhall take notice of tn^ 
Stile^ is the frequent Ufe of technical fTords or jTerms of 
Jrt. The bringing in more French Words to fofcen and 
enervate our Stile is of very ill Confequence. The 
Tranflator, befides Riant^ has alfo Traits^ enfanguii^d^ 
&c. I doubt, the Lait is hardly a Word in any other 
Language, and does not at all enrich our own. T)ryden^ in 
an Epiftie to the £arl of Orrery^ has this Remark upon 
it : / Wf/1& nx^ might at length leave to borrow fVcrds of 
another Nation^ which is now a fVontonnefs in us^ not a 
^ecejjity ; Sut fo long as fome affeEl to JPfak^ there wilt 
not be wanting others^ who will have the BoUnefs to ifirite 
them. 

If I might make Ufe of the Word Contraft^ nothing 
can be more fo than Afieftation and Simplicity $ and the 
Tranflator feems, either not to have a juit Notion of the 
Latter, or to have a very ill Opinioh of it : For without 
diitinguifhing between Simplicity and Keglijjence, he af- 
firms, T'hat Simplicity is a JVord ofDifguififor ajhame" 
ful unfoetical Neglea of Expreffton^ he makes no Ex- 
ception in this general Charge. And thus one of the 
createft Beauties of both Thought and Expreffion is ren- 
dered one of the greateft Deformities. Father Souhours 
alferts, that Simplicity contributes the mofi of any Thing 
to make a Stile ferfe£i 5 and a^ain, The Holy Serif ture^ 
the Stile of which is^ at the Jame Time^ fo fimple ana 
fo fttblime. 

Mr. Jddifon has treated of the noble Force of Simpli- 
city as it relates to Thought 5 and in the following Verfes^ 
if I am not miftaken, the Simplicity of Expreffion as 
well as Thought is noble : 

So cheafdhe his fair Spoufe^ and fie was cheafd^ 
Butfilently a gentle Tear let fait 
From either Eye^ and wifd them with her Hair. 
Two other precious fDrqfs^ that ready flood 
Each in their chryfial Sluice, he *ere they fell 
Kifti as the gracious Signs of fweet Remorfe^ 
4ndftofus Awe^ that feafd to have offended. 
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It is cermin, Simplicity, as well as pther Virtue9 in 
Speech, has its Vice, and that is Meapoefs which .fall9 
naturally into Burlefque, as this Line i 

7'hen he ijoiUtalk —good gods! How be mil talk. 

Which the Spcdator fpeaks of as inexpreflibly beauti* 
ful for its Simplicity, though I think one can hardly re- 
peat if with a grave Tone ^ and when I have heard it 
pronounced on the Stage in a burlefque Way, as it is in 
^-fhe Vlot and No Tht^ it has never fail'd of a hearty 
Langh and Clap. Spectator, N® ^9, "There is a Simf It- 
city w the Jf^ordSt which out-Jbines the utmofi^ride qf 
Expfeniont and he attributes it to the Break, good gods \ 
He ali!o informs us, that the Thought is at once natural'^ 
fifi* faffionatej and fimfle. It would have been well for 
us, if the learned Critick had told us in what this Thought 
isjimpky in v/h^t faffiofutte^ in what/^r, and in what 
natural^thexe being Uj few Words to exprefs it ^ and I can- 
not help thinking, that it is but one fond Rant of an 
amorous Woman. True it is, SimpUcity is not of it felf 
very wordy, but methinks the Brc&k^ good goods i ha$ 
more of the ^^lonate in it, than of the Simfk or the 
Soft ^ and may be as well ufed in Anger as inLove,as well 
in a Fright as in a Tranfport. It would have gone a good 
Way in explaining the different Kinds of Thought, it the 
judicious Author had diftinguifhed them in this Line ^ 
for there are not fo many Kinds in one Verfe \tk all Fa- 
ther Souhours Maniere de bien fenfer. I would not be 
miftaken here, nor be charged with Oftentation, in Tet- 
ting up my Judgement in Opposition to the SfeCtator's ^ 
firom whole Writings and L^(ons, I have learned more 
than from all other Authors. . I only offer it as an In- 
hance, that the Beft of our Criticks do not feem to have 
gone to the Bottom of this Subjed. It never entered in- 
to the Heads of Writers and Readers in General, tha( 
Thought was any Thing but Thought, or Stile any Thing 
but Stile, or that there were any other Terms or Diflinc- 
tions for them, but the Good and the Bad, as is already 
hinted 5 nor were they at all fenfible of my Lord Ros^ 
common'% Meaning in tbefe Verfes : 

Whoje incoherent Stik. likefick Men's fDreams, 
Vanes all Shaj^es^ and mixes all Extrems. 
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The fame may be faid of Thought. 

I want very much to be informeo, whether there is a 
pcrfeft Agreement of Thought in thefe feveral Quota- 
tions out of Hotner^ or how they muft be underflood fo 
as not to contradid one another. The firft Couplet is 
againft JVine : 

Inflaming Wine^ femicious to Mankind^ 
Utmerves the Limbs^ and dulU the mbk Mind. 

The next Couplet is for Wine : 

With Thracian fVines recruit thy honoured Gt^Jis^ 
For haffy Counfels flo^jo from fiber Feajls. 

« 

What follows taken out of the Notes upon Homer is 
againft Wine. What HeSiov Jays againJifVtne in the tim 
jfirfi Ferfes has a great !Dealqf Truth in it : It is a vulgar 
Miftake to imagine the Ufe of fFine^ either raijes the Spirits 
or encreafis Strength. 

The nejct Words are for Wine : 

^hen ivith aflenteous ^Draught rtfrefi his Soitl^ 
Afid dra'juo mw Spirits from the generous Sowl. 

Again for Wine : 

For Strength conpfls in Spirits and in Slood^ 
And thofe are owd to generous Wine and Food. 

And the Tranflator*s Obfervation, that the moderate 
Ufe of Wine docs not raife the Spirits, is not the truer, 
bccaufe it is faid by Hs6lor^ the Son of Triam. Father 
Sirmond^ a fober reverend as well as learned Prieft fays 
c^uite another Thing : 

Si bene commemini caufseiint quinque bibendi, 
Hofpitis Adventus, praefenB Sitis, atque futura, 
£t Vini bonitas, & qnaslibet altera Caufa. 

If all be true, &c. 

Whoever reads an Author with Exadlnefs cannot fell 
of meeting with feveral PaiTages, where Self-love, Hu- 
mour, Party, or Complexion, are uppermoft. Thus a 
good Catholick will never have a good Word for a He- 
retick, nor a puritan for a ^apifi. Dr. Ch — will never 
h)eak well of Banch, nor Dr. Mand^of Watergruel. 
• . ' ■•"... Ho 
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He who writes well is jealous of him who judges well, and 
he who judges well envies him who writes well. The Sii'tfrs 
turn every Thing into Grimace, the IVhillon's into Mathe- 
maticks, and whatever touches an Author's own Tafte, 
he is always recommending to his Reader. 

We all remember how the Duke of Malbarcugh was 
treated by the blefled Peace-makers for beating their 
Friends the French. 7)elight in War was a Mark fet 
upon him in a mofl folemn Manner, and a memorable 
Inftance of our Wifdom and Gratitude* There is a Para- 
phrafe upon it in the Verfion of Homer 5 and wheii th« 
Application is made will turn the Ej^ick into Satyr. 

Ctiri'd is the Man^ and void of Latjo and Right^ 
Un'xorthy ^roferty^ unworthy Light 5 
Unfit for ptthhck Rt^le or private Cafe^ 
ThatlVretch^ that Monfier who delights in War 5 
Whofe Lfift is Murder, and whofe horrid Joy 
yb tear his Cmmtry^ &c. 

To tear a Country is very much in Heroicks. The 
Image of 2)ifcord has good Lines in it ^ but methinks 
they would not have been the Worfc, if they had been 
heated a little in Milton's Furnace : 

2)ifcord^ dire Sifter of the Jlaughtering ^ow% 
Small at herStrtb^ but riling evVy Hour 5 
fVhile fcarce the Skies her horrid Head can bound^ 
She ftalks on Earthy and fhapcs the World around : 
7'he Nations bleed^ ivhere e^er her Steps pe turiis^ 
^be Groan ftill deepens^ and the Corabat burns. 

I refer to the Judgement of the Reader, whether the 
(bllowing Image of Diicord taken from a modem bur* 
jcfquc Poem, nas not more of the Epick in it : 

Non tulit invifas fpcciem Difcordia Pacis, 
Ilicet horrentes aa fibila concitat hydros, 
Xjlcifci jubet Ira nefas. Spumantia felle 
Ora tument, micat ex oculis ardentibus Ignis. 

2)ifcord enraged at, the approach of Veace 
Made her Snakes hifs^ and urg^d to dire Revenge. 
Her foaming Mouth of horrid Voifon full^ 
From her red Eyes fhe darted Flakes of Fire. 

Tho 
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The new invented Words made ufe of by the Tranfla- 
tw of Homer are well enough chofen, and well warranted 
by the Praftice of the greateft Poets, fuch as Movekfs^ 
Jnftarr d^ Intirnd^ Conglobe^ Deathful^ Fmnrfttl^ Length- 
full 

Sut if you write of I'hings abfirufe and new^ 
Words of your awn Indenting may be us^i. , 

Rofcom. 

I have mentioned fome of the Helps which were prc- 

{)ared for the Tranflator of the Ilias. But Dn Felton in- 
brms us, Dr. Susby would not allow of Notes 5 a very 
curious Remark That. It is not impoffible, but Dr. 
Susly himfelf might have read and taught Homer 50 
Years as a Grammarian^ without underftanding him as 
a poet. A Portion of that Genius which infpir'd the 
Author is requifite for the Reader to fee all the Beauties 
that are in a Poem. I believe the Lord Ro(commcn*s 
Judgement will be preferred to that of both thofe Doc- 
tors: 

Search every Comment that your Care canfind^ 
Some here^ fome there ^ may hit the ^oefs Mind. 

If the Tranflator of Homer fearch'd every Comment, 
his Labour was more than Hercttkan. I own my felf 
extreamly edify 'd by what he fays oi Antiquaries ; apply- 
ing a Saying of my Lord Sacon\ to them : In General they 
^vrite Jor Ofientation not for InftrttSion^ and their Works 
are ferfetual Repetitions, The Reafon is plain, they 
have no Fund of their own, they muft therefore borrow 
from thofc that have. It is neceifary there fhould be 
fuch Men, but the Drynefs and Barrennefs of their Stu- 
dies are inconfillent with a lively Fancy and a good Taile $ 
and I know not which of the Antiquaries deferve mod to 
be rcvcr'd by us, thofe that would reftore loft Words, 
Letters, and Points, or thofe that would recover loft Fable 
or Hiftory . To know exaftly where Srute built his palace 
Royal^ where Sladttd fct up his Laboratory would be 
fomething 5 as alfo to prove, that Cajfibelan liv'd where 
my Lord Effex now docs at Ca/hiobury ; or that Conftan" 
tine the Great was a Torkjbire Man 5 which Things have 
been attempted, would be as much to the Glory of the 
Students in Antiquity, as to find out a loft Comma^ or re- 
ftore 
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fiore a iLetter to a Word that was roblTd of it 1 500 
Years ago. But as for our Monkifh Antiquaries, and the 
Monaflick liearning, it ieems to be referv'd for the Im- 
provement of thofe, whofe Minds, like barren Soils, will 
never bear without dunging. They are always turning 
up the Ruins of old Convents, and hope like the Cock 
to find a Jewel in the Dunghill. They dig for holy 
Water-Pots and Crucifixes, as greedily as the modern Ro^ 
mans dig for Medals, Images, and Urns. To know whe-^ 
ther fuch an Abbey >yas fbtmded in the Papacy of Pope 
yom or Pope Soniface^ in what Dormitory fuch a Monk 
llept, and in what Penitentiary fuch a Nun was dilci- 
plined, muft needs be very edifying. But mofl of all the 
Deciding of hidorical Debates by .old Charters, which, 
with a little curious Examination, will be found to be 
forged ones. Many of this Kind are printed by 2)ugdale^ 
as I fhall have Occafion to remark elfewhere. If thefe 
Antiquaries could fix the fame Authority on Monkiftf 
Writings, as we are told of Homer\ that the Claims of 
two Cities to certain Limits, were determined by what 
he faid of them in his Ilias^ it would be worth every 
one's while to read the Monks inftead of the Clafficks 5 
And I doubt not Dr. Felton would have fucceeded better 
if he had given us Inflru£Hon in the Monkifh Learning; 
than he has done in the Cloffical. But fince their Wri- 
tings prove nothing but their ignorance and Supedlition,' 
I believe Men of Tafle and Genius will be fo generous as 
to leave fuch hidden Treafures to enrich thofe, whofe 
Invention and Judgement lie under the Calamity of the 
mof): extream Poverty. There is nothing but Labour 
and Patience requifite to acquire a Mafiery in thefe Stu* 
dies, whether the Matter collefled be good or bad, 'tiir 
the fame Thing if it be Old, if it be leutanick or Rih- 
nick^ 2)amjb or Saxon^ that's fufficient. A Man who has 
any Warmth in his Imagination, and any Delicacy in his 
Tafle, cannot be always raking in the Rubbifh of bar^^ 
barous Ages, and groping in Gotbick Darknefs. A good 
Proof of me fmall Talent neoeflaiy for this Work is, that 
there hardly ever was an Author among thefe Monkifh 
Antiquaries, but his Language was as barbarous as hia 
Subjefi. Such Sort of Scholarihip is, I own, very fervitc^ 
able to thofe that know how to make a gooa- Ufe of 
others Labottis^ but die Merit of the Scholar OHififis xa^ 
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ther in the Goodnefs of his Eyes, and the Strength of his 
Head, than in the Finenefs of his Genius, or the RegU' 
larity of his Judgement. I am apt to think theTraniia- 
tor of Homer had not the Admirers of thefe Antiquities 
in his Thoughts, but refer*d to the Criticks and Com^ 
nxentators on t\it Greek and 2? o/»^« Authors : For he 
fays, in another Place, To talk of the Genius of an jin- 
cient^ as Macrobius iii, is at once the cheapefi Way of 
fbenving our oven Tajte^ and the foortefi Way oj critictfing 
the Wit of others. This ^uft be only meant of thole 
whom Mr. SOryden calls 7)utch Commentators, of thofe 
that do by the Claflicks, as CorreAors of the Prefs do 
by their Copies, and inftead of applying themifelves to 
the Senfe (tick clofe to the Letters, and look out for 
fDeie^s and Addenda^s. This they call corre6iing and re- 
floxing the Text } and it is much to be fear'd, that by 
this refloring and correcting of the Commentators, and 
the Miftakes^, Blunders and Negligences of the Copiers, 
we have few or no Books of the Antients in their original 
Purity and PerfeClion. However, there is PerfeClion enoiieh 
left in the Claffical Writings to prove, That what the 
Tranflator of Homer fays, does not relate to the ClaflickB 
themfelves, but to thofe that make an ill Ufe of them, 
and under their Name and Authority infult the Moderns. 
The Lord ^acon fays fomewhere, tnat what we call the 
Antiquity was the Youth of the World, and that we are 
properly the A^ntients as the Inhabitants of an older World, 
and having made infinite Improvements in all the moft 
nfeful Parts of Learning. 

I dare not fay, there is a Quibble in the Exprcffion of 
fo illuftrious a Writer, but 1 muft always take the Au- 
thors that wrote lyoo or 2000 Years ago to be the An- 
tients ; and one may very well Queftion, whether th^re 
tvas not as much ufeful Learning loft in twelve or thirteen 
Centuries of Barbarifm and Ignorance, as has been difco- 
ver'd, or rather recovered in two or three of the laft Aaes. 

The Antiquaries the Tranflator fpeaks of would do 
Wonders, if they would make it out that the Letter fent 
to the King of Edejfa^ and the Paflage in Jofefhus*^ 
Book XVin, relating to our Saviour, arc genuine, with 
feveral other Particularities, which are much iniifted 
upon by Ecclefiaflical Writers. The SpeBator has told 
lis fomething too of Antiquity, which wants the Confir* 

mation 






8o Jn Bjfay on Critkijnu 

mation of the Antiquaries, and that is a Quotation out xi 
a Manufcript in the Vatican Library, where Lovgitms is 
made to fay, Paul of Tarfus, the Matron of an Ofinim 
not fuUy froved^ mufi be reckoned among the befi GrK- 
cian Orators, This mufl: be a downright Forgery : Lon^ 
ginus furely knew the Greek Tongue too well, to cry up 
the Eloquence of a Writer in it, who, as St. Jerome fays, 
did not underftand Grammar^ and mentions the Places 
where he crr'd, ^Propter fmperitiam Attn Grammatiea. 
See Gregory on the Seftvagint. It were to be wifhcd, that 
the Ecclcfiaftical Writers, even of the earlieft Centuries^ 
had fufifer'd nothing to efcape them that was improbable, 
if not incredible. 'Tis alio much wanted to have fur^ 
ther Proof of the Ceaiing of Oracles at the Nativity of 
our Saviour, and that Virgil prophefy*d of it in his fourth 
Eclogue. We fhould be ftill more obhg*d to them, if 
they would prove, that the Sibyl*i Verfes are a Prophecy 
of the fame Thing, which Things are generally aflerted 
in the Writings, of the Ecclefiafliclcs. As to Oracles Zu- 
cian tells us, Anfwers were given in his Time, that of the 
EmpcrorCeww^bz/w 1^0 Years after, Juvenal mdkes their 
Ceaung to be only loo Years'after : 

Delphis Oracula ceffant. 

T'hecdoret writes, that Julian the Apoftatc received 
an AnfWer from Jpollo at 'DelphoSy 500 Years after the 
Birth of our Saviour. All which may be feen in Bifhop 
^JPotter\ Greek Antiquities, a moft excellent Book 5 and 
if we had more fuch Antiquaries as that learned Prelate's 
and Mt.SafilKennefs who wrote the Antiquities of il(w?^, 
we might at the fame Time improve ourfelves both in an- 
tientand polite Learning. Thefe oeing,! think the two mdl 
valuable Vitc^s of the Kind in any Language. As the mid- 
dle Way is fafeft in all Things, fo as to the Antients to run 
them down as Verrauh has done, or cry them up as Soileau 
is perhaps equally dangerous, and out of the Medium. 
WhateverAd vantages we have had of the Antients, probably 
they had the fame of tbofe that preceeded them. This we 
know, that the Latins borrow'd as much from the Greeks 
as we have borrow'd from them 3 and it would be no difEcult 
Matter to prove, that in all the Branches of polite Litera- 
ture, the Moderns, particularly the Englip^ nave excell'd 
the Antients in as many as the Antients excelled them. 
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TbePafiage of my X.ord ^^t?»'$ befbrpcite^i gava 
Occafion to Monfieur ^erraiUt^ to l^nng in that noble Au-* 
thor for an Evidence on his Siflc against jhe'Aptients^ 
ButSoikau vindicates hjm in tbis Point 5 and Pather Sou^ 
ifourSy as another. Inttaoce of bis excellent Judgement^ 
declares be prefers the JLord Qbapcpllpr ^acon h^tore the 
mofl celebrated N^mes vf Ai^t^qwty* ifi-^P^P calls bitp 
the gteateft Genius of ^Engknd^ ^^ A^ hasnptxn^re 
Glory from his own . CoMntry^en. ^han , from ^he learnefl 
Men in France. 

I expeA no Quarter from the Dealers in mon^flick 
Learnings in Heraldry, .^.nd Genealogy, who 'generally 
doat uppn them even to.JF^en^y, ^u yalm hi^peogra- 
phy intorms us, that tbei:e is a N^tipn in Afjf^rica^ bor- 
dering 00 tbeRivcrpf^jhe-^^^^j, .wh^re.pld.Woincri 
fo off better than ypuog $^ u^er a Kptipn^ th^t the 
knowledge of the One is preferaole to the Vigo^ir and 
Beauty ot the Other* fTbUs t:hf fe Mpn plcafe (hemfdves 
inore with the Dryocfs and Qravity pt Antiquity^ than 
Hvith a beautiful Imagination, and the Charms of Elo- 
quence. I believe their Opinion will not have many Fpl« 
IpwerS) nor their Examplo be. much imjtated. Howe vprt 
urhen fuch an Antiquary as the great SeUen appears in 
the World, the Inftruftion it will receive from him, more 
than makes amends for theXabour \ai)d Tjime which o* 
thers loie in hunting after worthlefs Manu(c;ipts, fprg*d 
Charters, and monkifh Fables, .'i^'he learned and polite 
Dr. Sathurfi ofOxford^ wrote an admirable Poem on the 
Death of Selden ; 

So fell the facred Sibyl, 'wt)en pf Old 
Jnfpir^d mth more than mortal Sreajt could hold t, 
un gazing Multitude fiood doubtful by^ 
Whether to call it !Death or Exta^ : 
Sbefilent lies, and, now the Rations find 
No Oracles^ kit i* /^* Leaves Jbe left hehind, 

Selden etant fans Contredit k flus dc£le des Jnghis 
moderns, *Tis uid by a Frenchman and a ^a^ifi § but as 
much as Seidell was an Oracle^ and a Glory to our Coun- 
try, Archbifhop.X^e///and hift Brethren would havc,thruil 
his learned Head into a Pillory, if they could have come 
at hto. I don't know whether it was for his^ Hiflory of 
VCjfthei or not } but that would have been hard ^fter be 
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had bccrf fo fully anfwer'd by Doflors of both UnivdrCe- 
ties ; who, however, were not, Zes fhn tDcBes des Avg- 
his moderns. Judicious Antiquaries ever were, and ever will 
be in Efteem. Thofe that meddle with Things folid and 
ufeful. None of the Pretenders to this Sort of Know- 
ledge, are more defpicable than fuch as deal in old 
Terms and Phrafes, wb6 generally aflFefl: a Contempt for 
thofe that are in prefent Ufe as weak and effeminate. 
Th6 Emperor j^ugufius could not bear thefe Men, any 
more than yf/;a/?^'s whom he heartily defpis'd. The 
Spe^ator, N^ 470. has with much Plcafantry animad* 
verted on thofe Criticks in Readings, and has brought in 
the Cotton Library^ AUm^ Scaliger^ Setoff tus^ Salma-^ 
JittSf the elder Stephens^ and a Heap of old Manufcripts^ 
to clear up the Difficulties in certain Lyrick Verfes, a^ 
bout a Shafe^ an Eye^ Wit ^' Charms^ Corinna and Bel- 
tedera. ^ 

As (crapulous and as curious as thefe Antiqtutries 
-would be thought to be, one might fill Volumes witk 
Exariiples of the mofl notorious Miftakes and B^undeis 
in the Writings of the mofl learned among them 3 whick 
-are not taken notice of to leflen the Credit they have wor- 
thily acquired, but to fhew the Infirmity of humane Na- 
ture, which will always be attended witn Errours, arid ne*- 
ver arrive at Perfection as we have elfewhere obferv'd a6- 
ter Horace : 

' 2>lon ego ^aucis^ 8cc. 

♦ But in fuch Authors, what is good more than atonQS 

for what is not fo, and *tis only where a Writer /hews a 
Defcft in Will as well as Judgement, that he renders 
himfelf blame-worthy, efpecially in Hiftory. Several of 
thefe Blunders are collefted by Marville in his Melange^ 
&c. Tis remarked of y//«y, that in tranflatihg ^enW" 
critus^ he fays, the Camelion is like a Crocodile, and al- 
together as big-- The Crocodaks of T>emocritus is in the 
Jcnick Dialea", a Lizard^ which may be about fome ten 
thoufand Times lefs than a Crocodile, and yet a great 
many Times bigger than a Camelion. Etitychitis fpeak- 
ing of Enfebius of Cefarea^ firnamed ^atf^hilus^ calls 
him Eufibius, Bifhop of the City of ^hili. ^intns 
Curtius miftakes Arabia F^elix for Arabia fDeferta; Ho 
confounds die Euxine with the Cation Sea, and makes 
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Ac Rivers Tygris and Euphrates run through Media^ 
which they never entcr'd. Mr. Simon^ in his critical Hiftory, 
takes Suna and Fratela^ tsyo Officers of the Gothick Ar- 
my, for two German Ladies. The Life of Charlemagne^ 
written by Jlcciaioli^ having been often joyn'd with 1P*«- 
r^rcA's Lives, was publifhed by J^icel/ius a& written by 
^lutarchy' who liv'd ^ or 700 Years before Charkmag7ie. 
Gerard Voffim , affirms, that the Society of the Sorbonne 
was inftituted by Robert^ Brother of S. Lewis King of 
France^ inftead of Robert firnamed Sorbonne from the 
Place of his Nativity. Tallavicini in his Hiftory of the 
Council of Trent^ fays LanfaCy the French Ambaffador, 
was Knight of the Order of the Holy Ghoft, which was 
not inftituted till twenty Years after 3 but what has parti- 
cular Relation to us Englijhmen is the Charge again(l 'Dod-- 
wel : 2)€d(meldans[es2>tJjertatio9zs fur Saint Cyprian pend 
la Ville d> Oiymfe four une Olymfiade^ takes the City 
Olympus for an Olympiade^ the Name of the Place 
where, for the Date of the Year when it was done, which 
is Matter of much Humiliation to all fuch as believe it 
impoffiblefor fo learned and orthodox a Man to commit fo 
great an O verfight 5 and plainly proves to us, that thofe who 
•write of what pall loco or 2000 Years ago, are as likely 
to err, as thofe who write of what paft three or fourfcore 
Years ago. Whoever has a Curionty to fee more of the 
S/iindenngSy which the moft learned are charged with, 
futh as the ^ort Royal^ Saronius^ Vafquez^ fZJ// Cange^ 
Varillas^ V Abbk^ &c. may have full Satisfaftion in Mar- 
"jilk's Melange^ p. 208. ^feq, taken from a Book writ- 
ten by Siiiieau*s Uncle, entituled, Colloquium Criticum de 
Sphalmatis virorum in re literaria illufirium. Of what 
Size would the Book be, if we fhould examine with the 
fame Exadlnefs, Nalfony Heylin^ iVharton^ Collier^ 
iDugdaky Srady^ the Grand Rebellion^ the Hifto- 
ries, 55?^. 4nd colleft and publifh the Errours, both of 
the Will and the Judgement. Nor are thefe Names by 
any Meatis more illuftrious, than thofe we meet with in 
the CUoquium. 

The Tranflator of i7rw^r has an Excufe for Mr. 7)ry^ 

' den^ which is much more generous than juft t He fays, 

. His Hafie in Writing ovght net to be imputed to him as 

• # Faulty but to thofe 'uho fnfer^dfo fioble a Genius to lie 

UfuUr tt^e iimffity of it. Mr. Dryden\ Genius did not 
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'appear in ahy Thing inore than his Verfyicdtidn $ aiid 
u^hethcr the Criticks Will bate it cnnbbled for that j^(?r- 
fificaticn only, is & Queflione The Traiifhitcr fcems to 
'make a good Genius ^nd a good Ear to be the fkmc 
Thing. iDryden himfelf was more fenfiblc of the Diffe- 
rence between them, and when it was in Debate ^t'fF;//'s 
Cc^ee-houfe, what CharaSer'he would have with Pbftc- 
rity 'y he faid, with a fallen Modeflyi / believe they mil 
'allow me to be a good Verfifier. If we will belieye Mn 
iDryden^ he did not lie under the Neccffity of Hafte: In 
feveral of his Dedications and Prefaces, he has declared. 
He never wanted. When he renounced hk AlltigiaDce to 
iCing Willidm^ and difqualified himfelf for keeping the 
Xaureat's Place with that of fHifloriographer, he had 
a Penfion from the then Lord Chambtrlaio, the'Barlof 
tDorfet^ which was an Infiance ofGenerofity that is rare- 
ly to be met Vith in the Hiftory of Lewis XIV,- whe 
paid more to Poets and Hiflorian9 fhan all the Princes of 
^£urope. His Bounty has been extoird, even by thofe 
whom his Bigotry had banifli'd, yet hefeldom let it ex- 
tend to ahy oT the Reformed Religion, kt thcSr 'Merit 
'be ever fo great. Mademeifell<i le Bevre^ afterwards Mar 
dam Racier y dedicated a Book to that- Prince, and the 
Duke de 'Mditanjier introduced her at Court j but the King. 
'would not accept of the Book, nor admk that- bis Name 
fhould be nut before the Epiftle^ 

The Duke, whofe Gharamr had fome Bhintnefs in it, 
faid, -SV'r, Js this the Way to encourage Learning: "The 
Lady defervesweU of your Majefiv and the ^ublick^ and 
if yon txill not reward her yourfelf fuff'er me to give her 

, ido TifioleSy Imatternot whether I am faid again : at 
Words to that £ffe6l. This Lea:rned Lady wa^ fkf fr6m 

' being an Enemy to the Government SLstD¥ydefi was, and 

"be md not flick to fh^w it upon all Occafions^ ev^ii when 
be was penfion'd by my Lord Chamberlain. The Ttutb 
hf he was like fond Fathers who can fee no Faults in ' 

' their Children 5 and a& fo his bafly Writing, jtis 'ptctty 
well known that as ea(y as his Verfes appear to be,"hc 
came hard by them : He thought it a good Day*s Work 

'if he could innifb 40 Verfts^ Day ^ and feme learned 
jfytiijuaries^ I fuppofe fitmr a 'MSS. dlVirgiPs Ahianu- 
enfis, afiiire us, that J^r(» wrote as mahy, and dra^ilig 
(dicm off tbe' Z^r a&rwsnd^ la bi^ Piwlimi LikxH)^, 
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reduced them to Ten. Godean^ Bifhop qf Vence^ us'd 
to write 2 or 500 Verijbs a-day. I my felf paid a Vifit, 
once to a Verfe-maker in an Afternoon, and faw 200 
political VerCes on his Table, which he told me he had 
written iince Dinner : By this Difpatch he foon fur- 
nifla'd out a Folio* 7)ryden was fo fer from fpying 51e- 
mifhes in his Works, that he often took them tor Beau- 
ties, and particularly what the Italians call Concetti, 
This noted flant in the Conq. Gran. 

/, ahfte am King of Me. 

is happily imitated .by him in his State ofLinocejue: 

I my felf am frmd of Me, 

But to criticife on 2)ryden*s Prefaces and Plays is a much 
greater Labour than to copy them all oyer, and equally 
ungenerous and impertinent : If any one will compare 
his Fall of Man with Milton^ Paradife loft, he will' 
quickly perceive to which of them \% is that (he mbh 
Genius is to be apply 'd 9 and if it beloiigs to Milton^ fome 
other Epithet fhould be thought of ror Tiryjkn, 

I have already obferv'd, that I did not intend to form 
a regular Difcourfe, and I thinfe 1 have kept pretty well 
io my Intention : If the Reader mifles any Tbiiig of 
Inftruftion by it, he will find it made up in Entertain- 
ment. The Variety will excufe the Want of Method in 
a Subjefl not fo capable of it as where the Matter is 
certain and well known. I wifh I were able to give Ex- 
amples of all Father Souhour^s fevcral Kmds of 
Thoughts out of Englijb Authors, but Exaipptes are 
much niter Work than Precepts. Every one may agree 
that a Thing ought to be fo done, but tew that it is fo 
done. Men's Idea's of the fame Things, vary in the Re- 
ile6lion as much as their Views do in ProfpeS:, according 
to the Light they appear in. Dr. Felton makes a Trifle 
of it in one Part of his Preface, and an infuperable Diffi- 
culty in another. I mighty at once^ with the Trotibk oiily 
efTratjferibing^ have adorn d the Work^ and diverted the 
Reader. Contrary to this, he fays, Ifaity Sody is pleased 
to try^ he mil bar dUf find it praHicahle to ilhi (Irate thefi 
Rtiks Py Examples. The (Rotations, \i^ich he had he- 
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fore tenn*d tranfcribing only, arc not fo cafy as he ima' 
gin'd to be done with £eauty and Judgement, was 
h« furc of writing out nothing but what wa^ as much 
to- the Purpofe as if it had been made for it, other wife 
he might have tranfcrib'd puffy Thoughts for fublime, 
trifling Thoughts for pretty, affeftcd Thoughts for 
agreeable 5 in fliort, falfe Thoughts for fine ones, and I 
am afraid that would have been Ti is Misfortune, had he 
attempted it. In his Preface he blames Stilly for quoT 
ting himfelf, and Arifiotle for being dry 5 but as he has 
not gone much beyond the Latter in his Criticifms, nor 
the Former in his Eloquence, fo I believe their Reputa- 
tion will not be much the worfe for him, and it had been 
better if the Doftor had followed the Direftion of ^tii7> 
tillian^ Modefto tamen & Circumfpefto judicio, ^cT^eo- 
fie pGiildffeak ''jcith a great deal oj Modefiy and Circim- 
JfetJion of fitch great Men^ for it may hapfev^ as it 
"jery often does^ that they condemn what they do net tin" 
derftand. 

I am apprehenfive enough that this Undertaking will 
be cenfur'd as an Effett or Vanity and Arrogance, aijd I 
am well enough acquainted with the Spirit of the People 
I have to deal with, 

Ge72us irritabik Vattim. 

But I pleafe my felf with the Reflexion, that I have 
not mingled the leaft Spice of Malice in the Compofition, 
<is it relates to Criticiiin, and am fb far from being vain 
and arrogant, that I frequently and fincerely declare, my 
chief Defign was to excite fame more capable Writer to do 
what I knew my felf uncapable of 5 and if any fuch Per-r 
fon Ihall, by expofing my Errours, give the World a true 
Light, I will not only gratefully follow it, but rejoyce at 
it, and take hold of the Opportunity to have my Share 
of the Inflruflion, if it comes from clean Hands, and is 
not defil'd with ill Manners and ill Language : Such tu* 
toring I fhall defpifc, and 1% being very common for Au- 
thors to have as good an Opinion of thcmfelves as of any 
Body elfc, I. fhail not think any Nanie of Authority 
enough to juflify cither Infolence or Scurrility. About 
40 Years ago there was a Student at Oxford^ who ac- 
*^uir*d a good Hand at a Fiddle 5 but, falling afterwards 
into Melancholy, he grew averfe to.Mufick, and could 
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not1)e prcvaird upon by his Friends to touch it : They 
had but one Way to excite him to it, and that was for 
feme unskilful Hand to take his Violin and fcrape upon it 5 
he would then immediately fnatch it away from him^ 
and, in a Kind of Refentment, give it the utmoft Ele- 
gance of Sound and Harmony. I freely own I had this 
Man's Example in my Head when I began this Eflfay, 
and ihould the Succe(s be the fame, the End of it is 
anfwer'd. 

I cannot clofe this Eflay without taking Notice of the 
Perverfenefs of Men, who pretend to Wit and Judgement, 
towards one another : It appears mofliy in Pretenders, 
and is very well markt hy Soiieau^ in thcfe two 
Verfcs tranflated by Mr. iknnis^ and equal to the 
Original i 

Thin one Fool hits his Tongue out at another^ 
Andfiakes his empty Tsoddle at his brother. 

It was not fo when Judgement and Wit were fomething 
more than Pretence only, when they were in theHeighth 
of Excellence, under thqf Patronage of jiugujtus. My 
Lord Rofiomnt0ny in his' Preface to Horace's Art of Poe- 
try writes thus : lam bejlo-w the Envy of the CritickSy but 
if I durjly I would beg them to remember^ that Horace 
<?w'i his Favmr and his Fortune to the CharaSer given 
of him by Virsil and Varius ; that Fundanius and Pollio 
are flill valued by what Horace J2py of them^ and that in 
that Golden Jge there was a good Under Jlandtng among 
the Ingenious 5 and thofe who were the mofi efteem'd were 
the befl natur'd. Dryden has made the fame Obferva- 
tion : Certainly^ the Toets of OvidV Age enm^d much 
Haffinefs in the Converfation and Friendjhip of one ano- 
ther. "I he antient Criticks^ fays the Speftator, are full 
of the 'Praifes of their Contemporaries. T'hey difcover 
Beauties which efcap'd the Obfervation of the Vulgar^ 
and very often find out Reafons for palliating and excnfing 
fifch Slips and OverfightSy as were committed in the Wri^ 
tings of eminent Authors. Mr. Addifon has imitated them 
in his Remarks u^n Milton's ^aradice Lofl j but it muft 
be allowed^that the Task was made very eafy, and the 
Beauties fhine fo brightly, that there's no taking one^s Eye 
off of them. 1 1 has alfo been wifh'd, that the two or three 
Slips iq Expreffion which he quotes out of Milton had 
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been excufed, as they might have been by obfervln^^ 
that if there's a Pun in the T^radice Lojl^ 'tis the Devil 
ihat ^akes it. 

\ One of the lure(l Signs, that the Wits of the paft and 
prefent Age, Bnghfis and French^ are xwt of the Size of 
tbofe of the Age oiJuguflus^ is their Jealouiies and £roii& 
T^\itSpElatorhdi.s this Repiark, N^ 40P $ I cannot thhdi^ 
that Com^ille, Racine, Moliere, Boiieau, La Fontaine, 
Bruyere, Boflu, or the Dacier'^, 'would have ^written Jo 
'well as they did^ had they not he^n Friends and Contemfo^ 
raries. 'Tis faid very much in Favour of good Nature, 
and therefore is very agreeable : But I Queftion, whether 
Emulation, and fometimes even Refentment, may not pro* 
duce very good ££Fe£ls in. the Works of the Ingenious. 
Facit Inaignatio verjus. GodeaUy Vaugelas^ Malherke^ 
were Men of great Merit 5 and fo v. ^re alfo, Maynard^ 
La Mcihe Le Pdfper^ and Cojiar 5 yet they wrote againft one 
another with fome Atrifflbny. 

Tis Envy and Spleen; that produce a Set of Writers 
in Engkndt^ call'd Jnpxerers^ whofe Modefty may be 
conceived by fome of their Titles, J'he befi Jnfwer thUt 
ever "x^as. Part ifi. The heji AnfKver that ever *soat. 
Part.the ad. ^ better Jnfuoer thah the befi Jnfwer, The 
Unapfwerabl^ j^fiver^ by ZejUey and others. You can't 
jublifh a Pamphlet or J^ay^ but it is imnacdiatcly fnapt 
at to be anfwer'd : Nay, I^. HaUey'^ Calculation of the 
Eclipfe b a Half-fheetnad two or three/(7/>r/e:^/ Anfwers, 

TTie Itch of Anfwering is fo great; that fome Au- 
thors have taken it in Dudgeon, not to have been thought 
worthy of an Anfwer j and to prevent fuch Difgrace a 
fecond Time, have written on Purpofe that they might 
anfwer themfelves. I have heard, that the learned and 
ingenious Robinjbn Grufoe is in the Nhthber of thefe. 
• How can it be expefled, that Men of Paffions, world* 
\v Minds, and Lay-men fhould efcape this IhfeAion, when 
the Fathers themfelves in the firft Ages of the Churchy 
could not help writing agaittfl one another, with as much 
fiharphefs as any modern Writers. St. jfercm^ in Particular^ 
is chatg'd with this Weaknefs, iti his Writings agiihftX^* 
tAntius^ ISt Jmbrofe^ St. Hildij^ ^Didjymus. Tis faid, 
that he fpar^d neither Amienti ftdr Moderns 5 no not 
the infpir'd Elders that trailflated the Septua^iht ; Hi'm^ 
lelf having tranflated the Bibte into Z^/», and he 

feem'd 



feem^d to be as fond of his Wbric^a^ are oAer Tratiffa^ 
tots. 

Our Neighbours, the FrencJb^ have i)ot been^tdgecheip 
fx^ from this Humour of j^iifijoemg^ or i^thcr writuijaf^ 
againft ooe another 5 as v^ill igCfiptSLt by ^e ti>llowiAg Mm 
6f a dbzcA Authoi» of a Skle> moflf of them of i&M 
Fremh Academy $ and 1* im^t Mmie a$ aumy moito oC 
equal Rank t 
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GodeaUy i 
Vaugelas^ 1 

Ablantmrt^ I 

Menage^ \ Written agaJftft 

Co/J^r, /^ by 

Malherbe^ 

P'oiture^ 

Soffn, 

Corneille^ 

Ricbekt^ 
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9>^ dtwiiKi, ThiMih. 
Maynard^ Vavaffsm. 
Ls Md$be Le Vayer. 

Maroh. 

VmScubmrs. 
Girac. 

Cofiar. 
^ Riehekt. 

7)acler. 
^ Ibrefigre^ 



As the mofl ddicate Araife is that wbkb hwt the 
Face 6f Satyr, fo the mdft delteate Satyr is that which 
has the Face of Praift. Of the latter Kit)d are th<s 
Verfes to the honourable Edwatd fftntard on his incom- 
farabk and incomprehenfibk Play. Thofe Verfes wem 
written by the Duke of Buckingham^ the Lord SDoffiu 
Mr. W^aUer^ and others. Of the former Kind are fere* 
ral of Foiture*s Letters to the Prince of Omde^ aud dM* 
kdu*8 to the Dttke de Vivonne in Imitation of them. In* 
deed we muft allow, that the Rremh do Dtiderfland the 
S^lk RaiUerie 4)etter than we do, at leafl for the Oene« 
rality, there being ibme Authors In S^Ufb^ that havs 
fucceeded in fine^Raillery as well as the French. Thua 
did Archbifhop Tiffotfm treat SsrgeaHt the ^Pofifr Prieft % 
iThus Bifhop Sprat handled S^hiert 5 and Dr. Surt^t of 
the Charter-houfb treited one Warren who had ^ttack*<l 
his Theor^f. If out Anfwerete tould write as they did* 
they Would both divert tad ibfhttfl us. But we have al'- 
^ady explained what they liiean by Raillery. They 
know not how to rarry like good FbDcefs, akid tfaioefor^ 

Ibibck dbt^ like QMgel PtajTMi 

Tho 



OQ An tijjay on Lritictjm. 

The laft Word puXs me in Mind of a lower Order of 
CritickSy which are rarely heard of within the Sound of 
Sfow-Sell 5 and ihefe are your Etymologifts and your Or- 
thografhifiSj who turn to Rider or Holy Oak for the De- 
rivation of Words, and have the learned Garretfon and 
t>ther Helps for Spelling : But I know not whether tbia 
Bflay may travel tar enough into rhe Q)untry to be of any 
Ufe 5 and befides, I have not converft enough with, 
thofe Criticks that deal in Words and Letters only, to be 
Mafter of the Subject, which is generally Jeam'd by fuch 
as make a Penny of it in Converiation by laying Wagers, 
the Powej: and Teft of all rural Argument. 

I mull own the Etymologifis are by much tjie greater 
Men of the Two than the Orthografhifts. I do affirm 
this, not only becaufe it is nec^flary to know the Roots of 
Languages, but becaufe it is a greater Mark of Scholar- 
fhip, and has the Sanflion of the moft learned Univer- 
fities. The profoundeft of our own Antiquaries have, ia 
Favour of the Univerfity of Oxford^ found out an Etymon 
logy, that may match with the famous One of Dialer 
iiapkin : From whence comes King ^epin. Bi(hop Stii- 
Ungfleet informs us, that the Champions for the Antiquity 
of Ojcf&rd fay, that the okl Name is Sritip^ and it is 
read fomewhere Iren which fhould be read Icen^ and that 
again Tchen^ and that Rydycbe/t^ and Rydychen in the 
Sritifo Tongue is Vadum Scum in Latin^ and that in 
Englifoy Oxerfordy Oxford^ and Oxon. Such wonderful 
' Difcoveries are made by the venerable Antiquaries. Iren 
runs the Gauntlet through three Languages Irijb^ We^b^ 
mid iJHiny befere it drops into Engttp^ but confidering 
there is more Greek in the Welp Tongue than there i« 
Jadtin^ it may make Work for great Scholars, to (hew 
their Scholarmip in fettling the Matter as it Ihould bo 
with a Salvo for the Rights of the Univerfity of Cam^ 

kridgfi. 

The Learned jn France have an Etymology almoft as 
good as that of Oxford from Tr^«, which is the Word 
Cemetiere a Church-yard ; They derive it from the La^ 
tin Word cum with, and tmtteire. to put, as much as tq 
fay the dead Bodies are put together in one burying 
Place. Thus the Boxes at the Opera are a Cemetiere or. 
Church-yard^ becaufe the Ladies and Gentlemei^ are 
put with one another there,. and thus by Virtue of th^ 
'^ (amo 
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feme Etymology, the Place where People arc bom and 
where they are bury'd are all one, from Cum with, and 
Mittere to put, as I have heard, that the fame Word 
ferves for Life and Death in one of the oriental Lan- 
guages. 

As to Orthography^ the only Paflage I have read in a 
polite Author concerning it is that of Soikau^ who taxes 
^errault with falfe Spelling, by putting an s in one Word, 
and leaving out an s in another. By putting an s intp 
the Word Ccntemfles^ it loft the Imperative Mood which 
is CoTztemj^k 5 and by leaving out an y in the Word Cafuifte^ 
written Cafuite^ it became no Word at all. When Moods 

Kand Tenfes, Numbers and Cafes, Subftantives and Ad- 
je6livcs, fuffer by OrtJoografhy^ the curious Q)untry- 
jnan has reafon to cry out, otherwife the Printer may 
be anfwerable for the Spelling. 

After all that has been faid of the Sublmey ^c. per-* 
haps the Criticks do make more of Things than is ne- 
cefTary, or in Nature : Tho* Poets pretend to Infpira- 
tion, and cry out, ^he god^ the god^ they are, in th« 
Main, but meer Men, and have their Trices and Quirks 
to keep up the Reputation pf that Art : Nay, like other 
Profeffioas, they would have us believe, that there's My- 
ftery in it too ^ not, I fuppofe, as Divines underftand it, 
but in the vulgar Senfe, as it is underflood when we fay» 

< the Trade or Myflery of a Cordwainer. Some of thefe 
Poetical Myfteries are as follow. 

We are told that this Verfe of Homer*s Third Iliad 
was faid, by Jlexander the Great^ to be the befi in all 
the Poem : 

Great in the Wars, and great in Arti of S'xay. 

Methinks our Gazette Men, znd Courant Men^ cxprefs 
themfelves every whjt as well, when in Honour of a de- 
funft General, whofe Aftivity had long fiirnifh'd them 
with Matter for their News-Books, they tell us, He was 
great alike in the Camp, and in the Cabinet, which cafi- 
^ly runs into as good a Verfe as the other. 

Great in the Camf^ and in the Cabinet. 

The next beft Verfcs that ever were, are Soikaus 5 and 
they were faid to be the beft iii all his Works, by Za 

Fontaine: 



^i AnEJfay on Irtttajm. 

Fontaine: The SUbjeft is the FrencbH^ng's^ ietting up 
Xiacc-making at Roan^ 

£t nos voiiIii« firuftrez de ces tributs fcrviles. 
Que paiat a leur Arj:, le Luxe de rios Villes. 

Ho mone ly foreign Iribmes^ are wegfiev% 
Whieh^ fiim our Luxury^ aliens Jrts rcceivd. 

Why thcfe ire better Verfes than, all other beft VerfeSj 
is theMyHtery we are fteaking of, and like that of the 
Free-Maibns, it cannot be unfold'ed but by a Brother; 
nay, one may fufpeft of this Myftefy whae is juftly fu- 
£ped:ed of that j t&ey do not tell it us^ for fear we /hou'd 
lai^h at it. ^ 

uf this Kind, doubttefs, is the famous Couplet, taken 
out of Sir y^ohn 2)enham'^ Coopers- Hill:, wiiich ^ryden 
fays, are the two beft Verfes in the EngUp Tongue 2 

^MtDeefy yet clear j tho^ Gentle^ yep not ktdh^ 
Strot^ mtimt Rage^ without o^erfhuoingfnlL 

He faid lie would not reveal the Secret why they were 

tite beft Verfee, but left it a» a Riddle to Pofterity. I 

dare fay, there are a Thmtfand as good Verfes ia 

Mr. ^Pofe^9 Homefy if by good Verfes he means fmooth 

ones, and one would think Three fucb Monyfyllables 

as !tbt^ Koty fDnily all together, was enough to iet afide 

the- Claim of that Line. ^* 

. Havjngjgid fo much already of my honeft Intention 

in this Sfay^ I muft, at laft, refer it to the Judgement 

of the Reader, and whatever it is, Auill receive it with 

Pleafure, when it is given with Candour, 

If he approves of what I have faid, I cannot but be 

pleafed with having given £bme few Hints to another. 

If he does not approve of it, 'twiU pleaie me fliU more 

to receive new Light my felt. 

Since this B^C^ was finifh'd, I have feen a Book 

written by a Brench Gentleman, which has been 

received with much Qvility; and as that Gentleman 

is commanded to make Re^iarks on our Mannecs^ 

in England^ he will not do us Juftice unlefs he puts the 

Reception his Boiok. has met with, among the uiftances 

of our Humanity to Strangers. 

I mufl own I have not learnt a good deal by it, ai)d 

jthe Reading of it has not excited any Impatience in me 

to 
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An Ejfc^ on -^Crltkijnu p g 

>tD'raid>aoy'n$w JEfem^^ Pe«m. I have lox^ defpair'd to 
fee another good fDran^aackf atidtmuch more an £fiek 
Poem in JEiigljJb^ <iRd cannot hope now to iee oae in 
French^ which never y4t was feen: .However^ I wilh'fo 
iwell to all fuch gefierous .£nten>rizes^.that 1 thuik it 
barbarous to give them ^ the leaftPifconragement. 

My * Objefti^ns' to this Gcntdemah's Criticirms are for 
%diat he fays too ill of MiUon\'Pocmi and toOigood of 
Oarendon'6 Hiflory, which he highly commends for the 
fine Ghara3ef8, «ho' he fecmsnot to underifland them, or 
' not to have itform'd hittifelf fufficiently of the Fa3s on 
xvhich > they are founded. He azures us the 'Lord C^- 
remhfph^s unra^lld all the Sfring^ of the Civil Wars. 
Lpafsby the^ £«preffion to mravel a SPri^^'fot that 
probabiy it fo<inas better. in the ir^&f^ Idiom than in 
\YieEtiglifi .'/But thc-Senfe of it is not true in Faft. 
He has dratv^jyaffiiU Lengthy' tbeSPiStires jf thofe m)hofi 
^mbhion fiMk the Fmndaticn .of his Country. He haa 
drawn them at iUl .Len^h indeed^ but as Miltm 
4reW his fhtrdowy Beings,- ^eath^ Sin^ Chaos^ by the 
£xtent "of ^ his' Imagination, and r^ith little Regard . to 
Hiftbrical Liken^fi,- or copying* affler Kature 5 his 'Pic- 
tures *on the Kin^f 8 Sid^ wixig to - a Man» all ' fo many 
Heroes 5 on that of the Parliament formjany Scoundrels, $ 
which was impof&ble to be true; For, beiides'that it 
was not in the Courfe, fo it was not in the Nature of the 
Thing, that fo many heroical Pcrfbns fliould take Party 
for^^Oppreflion ^nd Siipefftition^and £0 many Block- 
heads and Poltrons efpoufe 'the I^ufe of Religion and 
Liberty. 

But I do not wonder that this Critick is fo extreamly 
civil to the Author of the Hifiory of the Rebellion. He 
cenfures Milton for drawing the Piftures oi^eathzrA 
the 2)^/7 with fo 'muth Deformity. Satan^ Sin^ and 
heathy muft needsjhock the Readers ^fo' delicate Tafie, 
^ As if it was poffible for the Imagifiration to paint any 
Thing fo ugly as thor Devil is in every One's Conception, 
and tnat the more ifiocking fuch Painting is, it was not 
the more natural, as being the more cotiMrmable to the 
Idea which every tme has conceived of the Original. Tis 
true, the 7)evil and iJeath are tupt Subjefts to touch the 
delicacy of Readers, but are extreamly proper to move 
Horrour and Deteftation, which are there the Moral of 
^ that 
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ttiat Divine Poem. If the Scene of 'Parsdifi wa> dpemng, 
the Reader might have expcfled fooiething to have 
touch'd his delicacy j but when he came, as in Miiton^ 
\o the Gates of Hcli ^ide of en, he certainly Jhould have 
left hia Delicacy behind him. Hans Molhen's Death's 
^Dance'is a merry Piece, but was no more proper to a^ 
•mit of Delicacy than the Droll Pieces of Heemskirk ; and 
if would not be more extravagant to put Perfumes among 
.the Ingredients of a Stink-'Pot, than to put Delicacy in 
'a Pifture of the Devil, One of the moft mafterly Pieces 
of the greateft Mafter oftheXDW^ar^ School, a Carcafs on 1 
a Butcher's Stall with the putts and Garbage about it, 
"was much admit'd' by the Italians^ whofe l)clicacy ic 
exemplary to other Kations ; whence one may conclude, 
that whatever Subjeft has Truth and Llkenefs in it ac- I 
cording to Nature, or our Conception of it, will always 
plcafe, as an exaft and lively Imitation, I fhali take 
no more Notice of the Criticifms on Miiten in this 
Place, nor perhaps in any other; but f can never read I 
the Remarks' of the Critlcks on the 'paradife Lofi, J 
without calling to Mind the Boaft of King ^Iphovjo, ' 
who criticifing on the Form of the Creation, faid. If 
he had been ■ccnfuited'-in it, it fiouU have been more _ 
ferfea. . 'j 
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